
JOEL (Teacherʼs Edition) 
I. The Day of the Lord in the Past  1  
 A. The Past Day of the Locust  1:1-12  
 B. The Past Day of the Drought  1:13-20 
II. The Day of the Lord in the Future  2:1--3:21  
 A. The Coming Day of the Lord  2:1-27  
  1. Prophecy of the Coming Invasion of Judah         2:1-11 
  2. Conditional Promise of the Salvation of Judah 2:12-27 
 B. The Ultimate Day of the Lord  2:28--3:21  
  1. Last Events Before the Terrible Day of the Lord 2:28-32 
  2. Events of the Terrible Day of the Lord 3 
      a. Judgment on the Gentiles                 3:1-17  
      b. Restoration of Judah                 3:18-21  
 
AUTHOR- 
The author of this book was the prophet Joel, "the son of Pethuel" (1:1). 
This is all we know for certain. His name means, “Yahweh is God.”  He 
probably lived in Judah.  
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
There is no consensus of opinion as to when the book was written since 
there is nothing internally that gives us any clue as to its date.  Dates vary 
from 835-805 B.C. to around 600 B.C. He probably flourished in the reign 
of Uzziah (about 800 B.C.), and was contemporary with Amos and Isaiah. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
Joel calls attention to a devastating swarm of locusts that had recently 
swept through the land (1:4). These destructive locusts stripped the foliage 
from all trees, shrubs, and crops (1:7). The people and livestock of Judah 
were facing the threat of starvation because of the famine that followed this 
invasion (1:15-18). As bad as this natural catastrophe had been, the 
prophet declares it will be as nothing in comparison to the coming day of 
the Lord. This is the Day of Judgment, when God will vent His wrath upon 
His sinful and disobedient people. Joel also informs the people that this 
terrible day can be avoided. The way of escape is to turn to God "with all 
your heart, with fasting, and with mourning" (2:12). 
After Joel delivers his pleas for repentance, God Himself speaks to His 
wayward people. In spite of the famine, He declares that there will be 
plenty to eat in the days of blessing to come (2:18-19). This day of renewal 
will be marked by the outpouring of His spirit on all people (2:28-29).  
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This book is particularly remarkable because it shows that a message 
from God can often come packaged in the form of a natural disaster, 
in this case the devastating locusts infestation.  This teaches us that 
the Lord may use a natural disaster to stir in His people a renewed 
awareness of His will. Any traumatic event of nature-flood, fire, storm, 
or earthquake-should motivate a spiritual people to listen again to the 
words of the Lord.  You may put it this way: the prophetʼs purpose 
was to warn the nation to repent in the light of approaching judgment, 
as well as to stir up the faithful among the people to believe the 
promises of God involving coming salvation and the destruction of the 
enemies of Godʼs kingdom.  We should mimic this in our ministry to 
others! 
 
A BASIC ASSESSMENT OF JOEL- 
This book also speaks of redemption- a time when all people everywhere 
can call on the name of the Lord and be saved from their sin, and be filled 
with Godʼs Spirit and participate in Godʼs kingdom.  All this is possible if 
people will repent and seek God, even with fasting and prayer, calling on 
His abounding love. 
As Joel did to a people who were helpless, drained, stripped of strength 
and burned out, so we must bring a word about a day of refreshing and 
restoration to the people of our day.  If people repent, times of refreshing 
will come!  The answer to all discouragements is an outpouring of the Spirit 
of God- not just as an endowment of power, but an enduement of grace.  
The new wine and new rain in Joel speak of the Holy Spirit bringing 
refreshment, joy and a harvest.  This came on the day of Pentecost and is 
a promise to be proclaimed to all away from the Lord. 
 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
The book revolves around a day they were experiencing and that all 
people would one day experience.  Hence my key word is the phrase: THE 
GREAT AND TERRIBLE DAY OF THE LORD. 
 
KEY VERSE(S) AND CHAPTER- 
In keeping with Joelʼs call to repentance and Godʼs promise of redemption 
if the people repented, my key verses are: Joel 2:11, 28-29, and my key 
chapter: Joel 2. 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 Jesus is the One who will bring the final judgment (3 & Rev 19) 
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 Like Joel, Jesus also prophesied the coming of the Spirit 
 

THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 
See Basic Themes above.  Besides the symbols of wine, drink offerings 
and rain, the prophecy in 2:28-32 is remarkable- its fulfillment happened 
exactly as planned, more than 600 years after the prophet had died! 
 
 

SOME TRUTHS AND APPLICATIONS-
Joel 2:28,29 
All people need and will receive the outpouring of the Spirit- and signs, 
wonders and miracles will be a part of that experience, since they are a 
part of Godʼs unchanging nature and working. 
 

Joel 1:13, 14; 2:12-20 
The correct response to disaster is to cry out for an outpouring of the Spirit. 
There are times when even personal plans must be put aside (even 
marriage- 2:16) and everyone must fast and pray and call to God for 
revival. 
 
End Time Stuff 
A lot of Joelʼs prophetic imagery refers to the end time of the present age, 
the period of the “times of the Gentiles”.  The Battle of Armageddon is 
foreshadowed, as well as the re-gathering of Israel and the Kingdom 
blessing. Joel presents the following order of events: (1) The invasion of 
Palestine by Gentile nations under the leadership of the Beast and the 
false prophet (Joel 2:1-10; cf. Armageddon, Revelation 16:13-14). (2) 
Decimation of the invading hordes by the Lordʼs host (Joel 2:11; cf. 
Revelation 19:11, 21). (3) Judahʼs conversion in the land (Joel 2:12-17). (4) 
The Lordʼs promise of deliverance (Joel 2:18-27). (5) The pouring out of 
the Holy Spirit preceding the Kingdom age (Joel 2:28-29). (6) The second 
advent of Christ with the establishment of the Kingdom as the mediating 
world force (Joel 2:30-32; cf. Acts 15:15-17). (7) The judgment of the 
nations (Joel 3:1-16). (8) Realization of full millennial conditions (Joel 3:17-
21; cf. Zechariah 14:1-21). 


