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AUTHOR- 
The undisputed author of this book is the prophet Hosea, who 
identifies himself in the book as "the son of Beeri" (1:1). His name, a 
variant form of Joshua and Jesus, means "_______.”  He was chosen 
by God to ________________ to his people by marrying an _______ 
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___________, giving him a heart that was ___________ toward the 
sinful condition of his people and toward the ____________ of God. 
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
Hosea tells us in the book that he lived and prophesied during the 
reign of King Jeroboam II of Israel while four successive kings-
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah-were ruling in Judah. This 
means his prophetic ministry covered a period of about _________, 
from about ___________ to about __________ His book was written 
some time during these years. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
This book stands first in order among the “Minor Prophets.” This was 
the __________ of the prophetic books written before the Captivity. 
Hosea prophesied in a dark and melancholy period of Israelʼs history, 
the period of Israelʼs decline and fall. Their ______ had brought upon 
them great national disasters. He was a contemporary of Isaiah. 
Truly, Hosea prophesied during the twilight years of the northern 
kingdom of _______, a time of rapid ____________. Worship of false 
gods _______________ worship of the one true God. ___________ 
rather than righteousness was the order of the day as even the 
priests __________________________ of worship. Hosea describes 
the condition of the day, very similar to today in our land: corrupt 
leaders, unstable _________, widespread immorality, ___________, 
and ___________.  Disaster was lurking.  After Jeroboam II died, six 
different kings ruled Israel during the next 25 years; four were 
eliminated by assassination. Weakened by internal strife, Israel 
collapsed in 722 B.C. when the nation of Assyria destroyed Samaria. 
Hosea was probably an eyewitness to many of these events as his 
prophecy about God's judgment on Israel was fulfilled. 
It is in this context that we see that Hosea had a message: 1) to a 
people who needed to hear about ___________________________, 
2) about a God who _____________________, and 3) that was 
________________________ of His messenger.  The people thought 
that love ________________ (8:9), that love was the pursuit of _____ 
_________ (2:5) and that loving ___________________ could bring 
positive benefits (see 9:10)- they were corrected on all counts!  God 
wanted Israel to know His love- a love which reached out for unlikely 
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and unworthy objects (11:1), but a love that ___________________ 
________ (the reference to bands of love, 11:4), and which _______ 
____________ in spite of the peopleʼs running away and _________: 
Hosea 11:8- "How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you 
over, Israel?” 
To get this message across to a people who ___________________, 
Hosea was to show by his own enduring love for Gomer the kind of 
love God had for Israel- Hosea loved and married Gomer and had 
children with her, went after her when she deserted him and the 
children and prostituted herself again, and literally _______________ 
_______________ that was the result of her own actions. 
 
BASIC THEMES OF HOSEA - 
The dominant theme of the book is covenant love: Godʼs unrelenting 
love for His wayward people and Israelʼs unreliable love for God. 
Hence, it speaks to the __________________. It is important to note, 
though, that Hoseaʼs stress in communicating this great truth is not 
upon righteousness and justice, as is the case with other prophets, 
but it is upon the _____________ of God and ___________. Godʼs 
love for Israel would not permit Him to give up on them in spite of 
their lack of knowledge and infidelity. Hope for Israelʼs future lay in 
their repentance and Godʼs forgiveness and love that made Him 
willing to restore their relationship. 
This whole book also speaks of Jesus and His role as Savior.  Hosea 
is a type of Jesus by name and deed. 
The prophet was called to ________________ who had __________ 
_________________ and at his own expense (3:1,2)- so did Jesus!   
Hosea again took rule over Gomer, not because of the right of 
purchase from slavery, but because of the ____________ and _____ 
that motivated the release from slavery- and made Gomer his _____ 
again, not his ___________.  This is what Jesus does, who deserves 
to receive what He purchased with His own blood, but rules and gains 
us _________________ us, making us _______________ or robots.    
Jesus does all that Hosea prefigures: buying and bringing a bride for 
Himself, bringing her from shame and adultery into virginal purity, 
beauty, and acceptability (see 1 Peter 1:18-19; Ephesians 5:25-27, 
32; Revelation 3:18; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 2 Corinthians 11:2). 
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Godʼs love to the world through Christ is demonstrated by the way 
God ______________ (1:6-9) and then declares that His love ______ 
______________ until they return (2:23).  How awesome Godʼs love! 
 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
To me, the one key phrase that sums up the book and brings 
together all we discussed is: _______________________. 
 
KEY VERSE(S) AND CHAPTER- 
This is a vital concept that must be understood: you cannot 
appreciate Godʼs great love for you unless first you are aware of your 
_______________________________________________________ 
_____________.  Hosea portrays this well.  Hence, my key verse is: 
________________.  My key chapter deals with the same- it shows 
the unworthiness of the people who are the recipients of Godʼs great 
love: ___________. 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 
See Basic Themes above.  Of note are comparisons of _____ and 
Matt 2:15 regarding the prophecy of Jesus being called out of Egypt 
and Paulʼs use of _____ in discussing the resurrection in 1 Cor 15:55.  
Also, Jesus uses _____ as His text for two sermons to the Pharisees 
(Matt 9:13; 12:7). 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 _________________________________________________ 
 There is a contrast that we can evoke: the spirit of harlotry 

which leads people astray versus the Spirit of God who guides 
us in true worship 

 ________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________ (12:10) 
 _________________________________________________ 
 ______________________________________ (6:1-3) 

 
SOME TRUTHS AND APPLICATIONS- 
Departing from our usual format here, I believe there are three 
inescapable, key applications the Lord wants us to focus on: 
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1) __________________________________________________
________.  Like Hosea, all believers are called to demonstrate 
authentic love in attitude, word, and action to a world longing for 
it. 

2) __________________________________________________.  
Hoseaʼs strongest sermon was his relationship with his wife.  
The source of his power for his preaching was his home and 
family. 

3) __________________________________________________.  
When God enters into marriage with His people, His love vows 
permanence, a right relationship, fair treatment (balancing 
________________________________________), unfailing 
love, tenderness and security.  We must therefore strive to 
show the same, offering to people, not the ________________, 
but the pure, undiluted love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
 
 

Israelʼs Apostasy and Hoseaʼs Marriage 
The stages of Israelʼs relationship with God are depicted in the 
prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, as well as in Hoseaʼs 
relationship with Gomer. 

Stage Israelʼs Prophets Hoseaʼs Marriage 
Betrothal Jeremiah 2:2 Hosea 1:2 
Marriage Ezekiel 16:8-14 Hosea 1:3 
Adultery Jeremiah 5:7; 

Ezekiel 16:15-34 
Hosea 3:1 

Estrangement Jeremiah 3:8-10; 
Ezekiel 16:35–52 

Hosea 3:3, 4 

Restoration Ezekiel 16:53-63 Hosea 3:5 
 


