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2 SAMUEL (Teacher’s Edition) 
Part One: The Triumphs of David (1:1--10:19) 
I. The Political Triumphs of David                  1:1--5:25   
    A. The Reign of David in Hebron over Judah 1:1--4:12 
    B. The Reign of David in Jerusalem          5  
II. The Spiritual Triumphs of David          6:1-7:29   
    A. The Transportation of the Ark          6   
    B. The Institution of the Davidic Covenant  7  
III. The Military Triumphs of David          8:1-10:19   
     A. The Triumphs of David over His Enemies 8:1-12 
     B. The Righteous Rule of David          8:13-9:13 
     C. The Triumphs of David over Ammon and Syria 10 
Part Two: The Transgressions of David (11:1-27) 
I. The Sin of Adultery          11:1-5  
II. The Sin of Murder          11:6-27   
     A. Uriah Does Not Sleep with Bathsheba  11:6-13   
     B. David Commands Uriah's Murder  11:14-25   
     C. David and Bathsheba Marry          11:26-27  
Part Three: The Troubles of David (12:1-24:25) 
I. The Troubles In David's House         12:1-13:36   
     A. Prophecy by Nathan          12:1-14   
     B. David's Son Dies          12:15-25   
     C. Joab's Loyalty to David   12:26-31   
     D. Incest in David's House   13:1-20   
     E. Amnon Is Murdered   13:21-36  
II. The Troubles In David's Kingdom  13:37-24:25   
     A. Rebellion of Absalom   13:37-17:29   
     B. Absalom's Murder            18  
     C. David Is Restored as King                  19:1--20:26  
     D. The Commentary on the Reign of David         21:1--24:25 
 
AUTHOR- 
Same as 1 Samuel: probably an unnamed prophet from the 
writings of Samuel, Nathan and Gad, as well as some other 
unnamed sources.  See 1 Samuel notes. 
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
See notes on 1 Samuel.  The book was written somewhere 
between 931-722 B.C. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
This second book, comprising a period of perhaps fifty years, 
contains a history of the reign of David (1) over Judah (1-4), 
and (2) over all Israel (5-24). The last four chapters of Second 
Samuel may be regarded as a sort of appendix recording various 
events, but not chronologically. Both books do not contain 
complete histories. Frequent gaps are met with in the record, 
because their object is to present a history of the kingdom of 
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God in its gradual development, and not of the events of the 
reigns of the successive rulers. It is noticeable that the 
section (2 Sam 11:2-12:29) containing an account of David's sin 
in the matter of Bathsheba is omitted in the corresponding 
passage in 1 Chronicles 20. 
The central character in this great book is David, around whom 
the entirety is written.  One cannot escape the realization that 
this book is on the one hand a historical book of events, and on 
the other a record serving a definite moral and religious aim.  
The main point it seems to be making is almost identical to the 
Book of Deuteronomy. 
The duty of king and people alike is to obey Yahweh, to render 
strict and willing deference to His commands, and on this path 
of obedience alone will national independence and prosperity 
be secured. With the strongest emphasis, and with 
uncompromising severity, sin even in the highest places is 
condemned; and an ideal of righteousness is set forth in 
language and with an earnestness which recalls the 
exhortations of Deuteronomy preaching the basic lesson we 
have often repeated: obedience to God brings blessing and 
disobedience brings trouble and judgment. 
The first ten chapters are a wonderful illustration of how God 
blesses obedience as He rewards David by extending his rule 
over Judah and then all of Israel.  But in chapter 11 we begin a 
downward spiral as David sins.  His adultery and then cover-up 
murder are not only a turning point, but the beginning of a sad 
chronicle of trouble and misery: the death of an infant son, 
incest and rape, murder among siblings, and national mutiny 
and rebellion. 
In all this, though, we see the awesome grace of God.  2 Samuel 
teaches us that no matter the obedience or disobedience and 
their personal consequences, God will rule and overrule so 
that His long-term purpose of world blessing and redemption 
may occur.  An example of this is the fact that though the child 
of David’s adultery died in judgment, Bathsheba would then 
give birth to Solomon who was loved by God (note 2 Samuel 
12:25, Jedidiah meaning “beloved of Yahweh”). 
There are two more things of note in this book.  First, God’s 
long-term purpose of redemption is evident in the covenant of 2 
Samuel 7:4-17 in which David is promised an eternal kingdom, 
throne and seed (children, or more specifically, male heirs).  
Consider this: the northern kingdom would have nine different 
dynasties, but only one in Judah- David’s line!  The promise of a 
permanent dynasty is fulfilled in Christ, the “Son of David” 
(Matt. 21:9; 22:45) who sits upon David’s throne (Isaiah 9:6; Luke 
1:32). 
Second, the problems among David’s children can be blamed in 
part on his polygamy.  Polygamy was common during David’s 
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time, especially for kings as it, supposedly, increased their 
state and dignity (its practice went away slowly).  However, it 
was never successful because it violated God’s divine order in 
Genesis 2:24. 
Some Important Facts: We will read 1 & 2 Chronicles in the 
near future.  Both of those great books cover the same time as 
the books of Samuel, but with major differences.  It is good for 
you to note here some of those.  For example, prophets are 
prominent in Samuel. Levites are mentioned only twice (1 Sam 6; 
2 Sam 15:24), but thirty times in 1 Chronicles alone, containing 
David's history.  Here is more: 
The book of Samuel contains, but that of Chronicles omits: 
1. The story of David's kindness to Mephibosheth, 2 Sam 9. 
2. Of Bathsheba and Uriah, 2 Sam 11:2-12, 25. 
3. The rebellion of Absalom, 2 Sam 13, etc. 
4. The surrender of seven of the sons of Saul to the 
Gibeonites, 2 Sam 21:1-14. 
5. A war with the Philistines, 2 Sam 21:15-17. 
6. David's song (Ps 18), 2 Sam 22. 
7. The last words of David, 2 Sam 23. 
The book of Samuel omits, but that of Chronicles contains: 
1. A list of David's adherents. 
2. A list of those who chose David to be king at Hebron. 
3. David's preparation for building the Temple. 
4. The arrangement of the Levites and priests for Temple 
service. 
5. David's officers and heroes, etc. 
 
A BASIC ASSESSMENT OF 2 SAMUEL (BASIC THEMES)- 
When David first appears in Scripture (1 Samuel 16) he is 
already chosen and anointed for God-ordained rule.  David, 
from the very beginning is a man after God’s own heart.  Why? 
Though David had great weaknesses, we see the development of 
those character traits that so attracted God to him.  Probably 
the hallmark trait was the same as that of Moses- he was 
humble!  You see this humility in his dealings with Saul. 
Remember, even though David was preferred by God and 
anointed by Him, he still deferred to Saul and would not lift a 
hand to him.  In fact, he doesn’t even gloat over his enemies’ 
death but humbly honors the fallen king.  Here are some other 
traits we see in David: 

 In David’s struggles against his adversaries he 
continually revered God’s justice. 

 He waited on the Lord’s timing and direction in his actions 
(5:22-25, etc.) 

 David’s passion for God put worship of God above all else. 
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 There was a beautiful, childlike quality in the way David 
worship and praised the Lord 

 Even in his sins and failures, Davis humbly accepted 
rebuke (will see the contrast in the kings that follow 
him), and yields to the law of God and the prophet’s word. 

 Even when attacked by his own son, and with mockers 
joining in the attack, David appealed to the Lord for 
justice rather than seeking his own vindication.  

Truly in David, as portrayed in this book, we see that the heart 
of a Godly leader should be one that does not seek self-
exaltation, but rather one filled with love ready to serve 
others. 
We read much about what could be considered the source of 
the humility David possessed.  Probably the greatest source of 
his humility was his brokenness before God.  This brokenness 
came from a personal consciousness of his own failure and a 
sensitivity he gained through his intimate, regular communion 
with God.  David’s lifestyle of worship helped him stay 
transparent and keenly aware of God’s greatness and holiness. 
However, may it never be forgotten that while David repented 
of his sin and claimed God's forgiveness, from that day on his 
fortunes were clouded and his family was troubled.  The book 
seems to be making a key point you should remember: you can 
choose your sins, but you cannot choose your consequences.  
This great book underscores this truth!  This can be visually 
seen in the book’s plot development and in the charts below:  
 

Plot Development 
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David’s Triumphs 

David was a man after God’s 
own heart, that is, his will 
was totally committed to 
the will of his Lord. As a 
dedicated man of God, he 
was used by God to perform 
mighty acts for the sake of 
God’s people. 

King of Judah (2:4)                              
King of Israel (5:3)                      
Conquers Jerusalem 
(5:7)         Returns ark 
(6:12)                                
Davidic Covenant (7:16)            
Defeats Philistines (8:1)                      
Defeats Moab (8:2)                        
Defeats Ammon (10:16)  
Defeats Syria (10:19) 

 
David’s Troubles 

Causes Effects 
Adultery (11:4) Bathsheba bears a son (11:5) 
Murder of Uriah (11:17) Accused, repents, but the child dies 

(12:10, 13, 19) 
Amnon’s incest (13:14) Amnon murdered (13:28, 29) 
Absalom usurps throne 
(16:15, 16) 

Absalom murdered (18:14, 15) 

The census (24:2) Plague (24:15) 
Consistently illustrated in the life of David’s household is the 
principle that a disobedient life is a troubled life. 
 
 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
In relationship to everything said above, I think the key word 
has to be: DAVID. 
The entire book is centered in on him. 
 
KEY VERSE(S) AND CHAPTER(S)- 
I think there can be many different answers here.  My choice 
for a key verse is: 2 Samuel 7:12-13.  The reason for this is 
because it lays the foundation for the Messiah and whose 
throne He will be seated upon. 
For key chapter, I had a bit of a quandary since there are so 
many important chapters; including the one my key verse comes 
from.  But it seems to me that the pivotal, turning point chapter 
is: 2 Samuel 11.  The reason for this is that from the moment of 
David’s sins, all God’s blessings are removed and God then 
punishes him.  
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JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 
 David is a type of Jesus and a forerunner to the Root of 

Jesse 
 The sacrifices made in this book point to Jesus, our 

sacrifice 
 The Messianic prophesy in 7:12,13,16 
 The kindness shown Mephibosheth is like the kindness 

Jesus shows sinners 
 Jesus is manifested in Nathan’s declaration that the Lord 

removed David’s sin upon his confession 
 David’s mercy towards his enemies is like Jesus showed on 

the cross 
 The angel of the Lord (23:2) 

 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 David was continually led by the Spirit in victorious 
battle, etc. 

 The anointing of David as king.  Anointing is a symbol of 
the Spirit. 

 The judgments- on Uzzah, on David’s child with Bathsheba, 
etc. 

 All the messages of the prophets were given through the 
Spirit 

 The conviction of Nathan’s word upon David’s heart is like 
the work of the Spirit mentioned in John 16:8 

 God frustrating Ahithophel’s counsel 
 David declares that the Spirit put God’s words on his 

tongue (23:2) 
 
SOME TRUTHS AND APPLICATIONS- 
2 Samuel 11:1, 2 
Don’t take time off from the fight of faith-it leads to being 
where God does not want you to be which puts you in jeopardy. 
 
2 Samuel 11: 3-17; 12:5-14 
Confess your sins and don’t hide them.  Doing so will only lead 
to worse sin with even fatal consequences.  Ask God to help you 
see sin as He sees it and to hate it with a Godly hatred. 
 
2 Samuel 6:14, 16, 23; 22:1-23:7 
Be radical and wholehearted in your praise and worship.  You 
should praise God publicly and privately with your whole being 
for all your spiritual victories understanding that ingratitude 
will shut off future blessings and thanksgiving will promote 
more blessing.  Do not judge forms of worship unfamiliar to 
you or emotion in worship that discomforts you- it may lead to 
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spiritual impotence.  Learn to grow in the way you praise and 
worship. 
 
2 Samuel 1:11, 12; 14-16 
Do not rejoice when a leader falls since the fall of any 
Christian is shame and defeat for the whole body.  Do not take 
up a cause against a leader because it is a serious issue that 
could lead to personal spiritual harm.  Fast and pray!  God has 
His way of dealing with leadership. 
 
2 Samuel 21:1 
God expects us to honor all our commitments and vows made in 
His presence, or we can experience judgment.  Learn to keep 
your word! 
 
2 Samuel 24:1-17 
When David sinned personally, he suffered.  But when he 
sinned with counting the people, all the people suffered.  The 
moral for leaders is- don’t get caught up with numbers! 
 
2 Samuel 24:24 
Learn to give as David gave- sacrificially!  Give out of your 
want and give until it hurts!  God will see it and reward you. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Family of David 
Though the continuation of David’s line was part of the promise 
of the Davidic Covenant (7:4–17), his large family was a 
constant source of heartache and trouble throughout the 
latter part of 2 Samuel. David’s family troubles included the 
death of Bathsheba’s infant son as judgment for David’s 
adultery (12:15–23), the incest of Amnon with Tamar, and 
Absalom’s subsequent murder of Amnon (13:1–36). Perhaps most 
striking was the rebellion of David’s son Absalom, who drove 
David from Jerusalem, took David’s wives, and nearly wrested 
the kingdom from David (15:7–18:33). 
See chart on the following page. 
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