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2 KINGS (Teacher’s Edition) 
Part One: The Divided Kingdom (1:1--17:41) 
I. The Reign of Ahaziah in Israel          1  
II. The Reign of Jehoram in Israel  2:1--8:15  
III. The Reign of Jehoram in Judah  8:16-24  
IV. The Reign of Ahaziah in Judah  8:25--9:29  
V. The Reign of Jehu in Israel          9:30--10:36  
VI. The Reign of Queen Athaliah in Judah 11:1-16  
VII. The Reign of Joash in Judah          11:17--12:21  
VIII. The Reign of Jehoahaz in Israel  13:1-9  
IX. The Reign of Jehoash in Israel  13:10-25  
X. The Reign of Amaziah in Judah  14:1-22  
XI. The Reign of Jeroboam II in Israel  14:23-29  
XII. The Reign of Azariah in Judah  15:1-7  
XIII. The Reign of Zechariah in Israel  15:8-12  
XIV. The Reign of Shallum in Israel  15:13-15  
XV. The Reign of Menahem in Israel  15:16-22  
XVI. The Reign of Pekahiah in Israel  15:23-26  
XVII. The Reign of Pekah in Israel  15:27-31  
XVIII. The Reign of Jotham in Judah  15:32-38  
XIX. The Reign of Ahaz in Judah   16  
XX. The Reign of Hoshea in Israel  17  
 
Part Two: The Surviving Kingdom of Judah (18:1--25:30) 
I. The Reign of Hezekiah in Judah        18:1--20:21  
II. The Reign of Manasseh in Judah        21:1-18  
III. The Reign of Amon in Judah         21:19-26  
IV. The Reign of Josiah in Judah         22:1--23:30  
V. The Reign of Jehoahaz in Judah  23:31-34  
VI. The Reign of Jehoiakim in Judah  23:35--24:7  
VII. The Reign of Jehoiachin in Judah  24:8-16  
VIII. The Reign of Zedekiah in Judah  24:17--25:21  
IX. The Governorship of Gedaliah          25:22-26  
X. The Release of Jehoiachin in Babylon  25:27-30 
 
AUTHOR- 
As you may recall from our 1 Kings study, 1 & 2 Kings were one 
book in the original.  2 Kings is the second half of that book.  
Though there is no exact certainty as to the writer, many hold 
that Jeremiah or a prophetic contemporary were likely the 
author.  See notes on 1 Kings for an in-depth discussion. 
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
We can, with some confidence, state that the entire text of 1 & 
2 Kings was written somewhere between 560-538 B.C. The events 
of 2 Kings cover a period of almost 300 years.  See notes on 1 
Kings for an in-depth discussion. 
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ABOUT THE BOOK- 
2 Kings deals with a very turbulent period, dually covering the 
reign of Ahaziah (the 9th king of the northern kingdom Israel) 
through the fall of Israel to Assyria, and the fall of 
Jerusalem and deportation of Judah to Babylon, ending with 
the release of King Jehoiachin.   
The writer was obviously contemplating the horror of the exile 
of God’s people.  He writes, in this great book, a prophetic 
message showing that this punishment by captivity to foreign 
pagan nations was the inevitable consequence of persistent 
violation of God’s covenant.  Remember our discussion in 1 
Kings: Kings was written to cause exiles to look back and 
reflect on their history and then to return to the Lord.   
2 Kings specifically picks up the historical record where 1 
Kings leaves off.  But remember: it is a selective history with 
theological importance!  This book presents God as the Lord of 
history, providentially working in and through the lives of His 
people for His own redemptive purpose.   
2 Kings begins with the tragic history of the divided kingdom 
with Ahaziah reigning in Israel and Jehoshaphat ruling in 
Judah.  As in 1 Kings, the narrative is difficult to follow 
because of the continual switching back and forth between 
northern and southern kingdoms.  But the message, as we 
discussed in 1 Kings is clear: the nation, leader, or person who 
responds to and obeys the Lord will enjoy the benefits of their 
relationship with Him.  Those who refuse and rebel will 
experience God’s discipline. 
In its opening chapters, 2 Kings is full of accounts of powerful 
prophetic ministry, including Elisha’s and Elijah’s.  However, 
God’s kingdom power is most clearly manifested in His judgment 
on the house of Israel.  The fall of the northern kingdom 
shows something we must all remember: there is no true power 
without true obedience.  Israel’s continuous violations of 
God’s ways, as shown in the leadership and lifestyle of every 
one of the northern kings, exhausted the seemingly endless 
patience of our loving, yet just and holy God. 
 
A BASIC ASSESSMENT OF 2 Kings (BASIC THEMES)- 
The basic theme of the book is discussed clearly in one chapter.  
In 2 Kings 17 we are offered a summation and analysis of 
Israel’s fall.  God’s holiness requires the capital punishment 
of nations, though the text itself clearly states the God took 
no pleasure in it.  This chapter does two things: 1) it vindicates 
God’s action, and 2) describes those things that will invite 
similar judgment anywhere, anytime.  Those things are: 

 They rebelled against God’s ways and followed the ways 
of the nations God had already cast out (17:7-8) 
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 They practiced evil excessively and tried to hide it (17:9-
12) 

 They refused to believe God’s word and His prophets, and 
refused to be corrected.  They were unteachable (17:13-
15) 

 Their rebellion led to demonic worship (17:16, 17) - 
reminiscent of 1 Samuel 15:23.  

These four actions bring into play certain punishment.  In 
chapter 17:19-23, we see what the horrific punishment is: the 
removal of His people from His sight!  Living in the Kingdom can 
mean great blessing, but it does not allow for selfish, carnal 
and evil pursuits.  Persisting in things that God despises ends 
all enjoyment of His blessings and mercies.  You might say that 
2 Kings is a great book in demonstrating how God’s people 
should not live.  Kingdom living requires a consistently 
teachable spirit.  This book reveals the price of neglecting that 
discipline. 
The supernatural ministry of the Holy Spirit is clearly 
mentioned in both books.  Of particular note, the prophets of 
Yahweh play a prominent role in 1 and 2 Kings as God uses them 
to remind the kings of their covenant responsibilities. The 
ministries of Elijah and Elisha in the northern kingdom are the 
most prominent, but many of the later writing prophets are 
mentioned as well. The certainty of God’s prophetic word is 
highlighted as numerous fulfillments of prophecy and 
miracles performed by prophets are mentioned. 
There is also another point I would like to make, one we did not 
mention in our study of 1 Kings.  The Books of 1 and 2 Kings 
describe several miracles wrought by God through Elijah and 
Elisha. In addition to proving God's power, these miracles are 
also direct attacks on the pagan worship practices of the 
followers of Baal. This is important to remember: God’s 
miracles are not just demonstrations of His grandeur, but also 
acts of judgment on the gods of this world!  They don’t just 
produce joy, but awe-inspiring fear that leads to people 
abandoning their idols. 
 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
When you consider why the book was written and what its 
painful history covers, I believe the key word for this book, as 
you may have gathered from the cover picture, is: CAPTIVITY.  
Remember that the book was written from a prophetic viewpoint 
to teach that the collapse of both kingdoms was because of 
spiritual rebellion and the failure of the leaders and people 
to listen to the warnings God gave them through His 
messengers. 
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KEY VERSE(S) AND CHAPTER(S)- 
When considering the purpose of the writing of 2 Kings, I had 
to select as the key verses: 2 Kings 17:22-23 & 2 Kings 23:27.  
These key verses declare the same thing, but for each kingdom.  
They are a reminder as to why the horrifying events happened. 
As to the key chapter, I decided on something different than the 
one I believe most would be justified in choosing.  Though 
chapter 17 is the sad summary chapter, it deals only with 
judgment.  That is why I chose Chapter 25 as my key chapter.  
Why?  Because it not only speaks of the final destruction of 
Jerusalem and the glorious temple, but it also gives hope for 
the future by speaking of Jehoiachin’s release and kind 
treatment from the enemy, showing God’s work of redemption in 
the midst of man’s rebellion and judgment. 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 The angel of the Lord in Chapter 1 
 The office of king, prophet and priest was fulfilled in 

perfect measure in Christ 
 Elijah’s “ascension” is a shadow of Christ’s ascension 
 Elisha’s ministry was a type of the ministry of Jesus with 

many miracles reminiscent of Jesus’ 
 The healing of Naaman’s leprosy is a type of Jesus’ 

cleansing us from sin.  Leprosy is a type of sin, and Jesus 
cleansed the leper. 

 2 Kings 8:19- Jesus is the lamp for David and his 
descendants forever! 

 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 The fire of God falling and consuming the commander and 
his troops was the Spirit 

 All the prophetic words and the office of prophet are 
gifts of the Holy Spirit 

 All the healings and miracles are the working of the 
Spirit 

 The taking up of Elijah and the anointing coming on Elisha 
is like Acts 1:4-7 and Acts 2:1-4 (the day of Pentecost) 

 In 2 Kings 2:9, 15, the statements “your spirit” and “the 
spirit of Elijah, are indirect references to the Holy 
Spirit. 

 The anointing with oil is a symbol of the Spirit and His 
coming upon people 
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SOME TRUTHS AND APPLICATIONS- 
Let’s Build Two Sermons: 
2 Kings 4:1-7- For the Baptism in the Spirit 

1. She has problems of the past, pain in the present and 
despair regarding her future. 

2. Thru Elisha, God asks, “What do you want?”  We limit God, 
He does not limit us!  He will answer our prayers. 

3. She only sees what she doesn’t have; God sees what we do 
have: the oil of the Spirit! 

4. She involved her boys in the miracle of God, and her 
ultimate deliverance came from getting the oil in her (i.e., 
the power and flow of the Spirit), out to the empty people 
around her. 

 
2 Kings 5: 1-19- For Souls 

1. Leprosy is a type of sin.  Some people’s sin is evident, 
others’ follow after them (1 Tim 5:24-The sins of some men 
are quite evident, going before them to judgment; for 
others, their sins follow after.)  Naaman had it all, but 
his issues were public. 

2. A girl, father and mother dead at Naaman’s hand and her 
now his slave, testifies about God’s healing power and her 
desire for his salvation! 

3. He listens, because like all people, he wants freedom and 
healing.  However, the people of God think he is nuts and 
his problem beyond hope. 

4. Elisha ministers to him as God wants him to; he doesn’t 
cave in to the culture. 

5. Grace is shown as being free; we want to earn it! 
6. After Naaman is healed, he gets saved and counts the cost.  

His whole question regarding bowing in respect of his 
“boss” shows he understood better than Israel at that 
time that you can’t serve God and false idols. 

 
 
 
 
THINGS OF INTEREST 
King Jehu’s Black Obelisk 
During the period of Old Testament history from about 900 to 
700 BC, the Assyrians were the dominant world power. One of 
the powerful Assyrian kings, Shalmaneser III (reigned 859–824 
BC), erected a large stone monument on which he recorded his 
military victories. This impressive archaeological find, known 
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as the Black Obelisk, contains a relief sculpture depicting the 
visit of King Jehu of Israel (reigned 841–814 BC) to pay tribute 
to Shalmaneser. 
Placed outside the royal palace at Nimrud in Assyria, the 
monument is more than six feet high. Chiseled carefully in 
stone is a series of detailed drawings, with accompanying 
inscriptions that commemorate Shalmaneser’s numerous 
military campaigns. The obelisk shows an event not mentioned in 
the Bible—Jehu bowing before Shalmaneser, with numerous 
Israelite servants and aids standing by with gifts for the 
Assyrian king. 
Tribute, or compulsory payments to protect a weaker nation 
against a more powerful foe, was often levied by aggressor 
nations such as the Assyrians during Old Testament times. 
After being anointed king of Israel by the prophet Elisha, Jehu 
eliminated all threats to his rule by killing all members of the 
family of Ahab, whom he succeeded (2 Kin. 9; 10). As a ruler, 
Jehu was a weak king who failed to eliminate Baal worship from 
the land. 
The Black Obelisk is a valuable archaeological find, because it 
helps establish a date for Jehu’s rule, as well as an overall 
chronology for this period of Israel’s history. It also shows us 
what an Israelite king from this period must have looked like. 
This is the only image or drawing of an Israelite king that has 
been discovered by archaeologists. 
Sennacherib’s Prism 
The monument known as Sennacherib’s Prism is a fascinating 
artifact from Assyria’s past. It gives a different account from 
the Bible about an important event in Israel’s history—a siege 
against Jerusalem conducted by King Sennacherib of Assyria 
(ruled 705–681 BC) about 690 BC (Is. 36; 37). 
The fifteen-inch-high clay prism contains well-preserved 
Assyrian script that verifies the attack on Jerusalem and King 
Hezekiah of Judah by Assyrian forces. “As to Hezekiah, the Jew, 
he did not submit to my yoke,” the prism reads. “I laid siege to 46 
of his strong cities, walled forts and to countless small cities 
in their vicinity, and conquered them.... [Hezekiah] I made a 
prisoner in Jerusalem, his royal residence, like a bird in a 
cage.” 
While Sennacherib’s siege against Jerusalem is a verified 
historical fact, it is interesting that Sennacherib’s account 
does not mention how the siege ended. This leads to suspicion 
among historians that the siege failed, since the Assyrians 
never mentioned their defeats in their official records—only 
their victories. 
The biblical account indicates that Sennacherib suffered a 
crushing defeat in his siege of Jerusalem because of divine 
intervention. During the night, thousands of soldiers in the 
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Assyrian army died through the action of the angel of the Lord 
(2 Kin. 19:35). Some scholars believe God used a deadly plague 
as an instrument of judgment against the enemies of His people. 
Rulers of the ancient world used monuments such as this prism 
on which to record their exploits. These documents of stone 
and clay have survived for centuries in the rubble and ruin of 
ancient cities. They provide valuable insight into life in Bible 
times, confirming and, in many cases, adding valuable 
information about biblical events. 
Assyrian Kings 
Second Kings 15:19 provides the first direct mention in 
Scripture of any Assyrian king. “Pulu” (biblical “Pul”) was the 
Babylonian name given to Tiglath-Pileser III (745–727 BC) after 
his conquest of Babylon. Tiglath-Pileser’s campaign of 743 BC 
reached all the way to Israel, where he exacted tribute from 
Menahem. By this payment of tribute to the king of Assyria, 
Menahem became a vassal to the Assyrian ruler. 
When Tiglath-Pileser III died in 727 BC, his son Shalmaneser V 
(727–722 BC) succeeded him, and Hoshea of Israel took this as 
an opportunity to discontinue payment of tribute to Assyria. 
Hoshea foolishly made a pact with Egypt, which was now so 
weak and divided that it could not give Hoshea adequate 
support. In 725 BC Shalmaneser V marched against Israel and 
besieged the city of Samaria from 725–722 BC After three years 
of siege, Samaria fell and the days of Israel as a sovereign 
power were over. 
Second Kings 18:17–37 describes the campaign by the Assyrian 
king Sennacherib (705–681 BC), the less capable son of Sargon 
II. Hezekiah of Judah had joined with Tyre and Egypt in an 
alliance against Assyria (2 Chr. 32:1–8). Sennacherib, in 701 
BC, proceeded to put down this revolt and moved against the 
cities of Judah. 
 
Assur-nasirpal II 883–859 BC 
Shalmaneser III 858–824 BC 
Shamshi-Adad V 823–811 BC 
Adad-nirari III 810–783 BC 
Shalmaneser IV 782–773 BC 
Assur-dan III 772–755 BC 
Assur-nirari V 754–745 BC 
Tiglath-Pileser III 745–727 BC 
Shalmaneser V 727–722 BC 
Sargon II 722–705 BC 
Sennacherib 705–681 BC 
Esarhaddon 681–669 BC 
Ashurbanipal 668–627 BC 
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Jerusalem During Hezekiah’s Time 
The city of Jerusalem was further expanded in the time of 
Hezekiah, reaching a size of some 150 acres. In his efforts to 
fortify the city against Sennacherib, Hezekiah ordered the 
construction of a tunnel that would bring water from the 
spring of Gihon into the city proper. The tunnel was excavated 
through solid rock for a distance of almost 600 yards. When it 
was completed, it emerged just inside the southeastern corner 
of the old city, where what was later known as the Pool of 
Siloam was situated. This conduit, referred to in 2 Kings 20:20 
and 2 Chronicles 32:30, was a remarkable engineering 
accomplishment, for the excavators worked with hand tools 
from opposite ends, meeting in the center. 
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Babylonian Kings 
Assyrian dominance of the ancient Near East came to an end 
with Babylonian victories at Nineveh (612 BC) by Nabopolassar 
and at Carchemish (605 BC) by Nebuchadnezzar II. After 
defeating the Egyptians who had come to the aid of Assyria, 
Nebuchadnezzar immediately forced the submission of Judah’s 
king Jehoiakim and other kings of the area. At this time (605 
BC), certain young men of Jerusalem, including Daniel, were 
taken to exile in Babylon. 
After Jehoiakim revolted, Jerusalem fell again to 
Nebuchadnezzar in 597 BC The temple was looted and the 
treasures were taken back to Babylon. A third Babylonian siege 
of Jerusalem followed Zedekiah’s revolt (589 BC) and the city 
fell in July of 587 or 586 BC.  Evil-Merodach, the son of 
Nebuchadnezzar, ruled Babylon only two years (562–560 BC). 
He released Judah’s king Jehoiachin from prison in Babylon and 
gave the deposed king a place of privilege in the Babylonian 
court (25:27–30). 
Nabopolassar 626–

605 BC 
Neriglissar 560–

556 BC 
Nebuchadnezzar 
II 

605–
562 BC 

Labasi-Marduk 556 BC 

Evil-Merodach 562–
560 BC 

Nabonidus (Belshazzar 
reigned as vice-regent) 

555–
539 BC 

 


