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1 KINGS (Teacher’s Edition) 
Part One: The United Kingdom (1:1--11:43) 
I. The Establishment of Solomon as King        1:1-2:46  
II. The Rise of Solomon as King          3:1-8:66  
III. The Decline of Solomon as King   9:1-11:43  
Part Two: The Divided Kingdom (12:1--22:53) 
I. The Division of the Kingdom         12:1-14:31  
II. The Reigns of Two Kings in Judah  15:1-24  
III. The Reigns of Five Kings in Israel  15:25-16:28  
IV. The Reign of Ahab in Israel          16:29-22:40  
V. The Reign of Jehoshaphat in Judah  22:41-50  
VI. The Reign of Ahaziah in Israel  22:51-53  
 
AUTHOR- 
In this great but difficult book to follow, we encounter 
similarities with the books we just finished, 1 & 2 Samuel.  In 
the original Hebrew canon, 1 & 2 Kings were actually one book.  
The entire book gives one the impression that it was written by 
one author.  There has been much debate about who the author 
actually is, and we have no real certainty about who God used.  
Many suggestions have been made.  One theory that seems 
probable is that the author was the prophet Jeremiah.  The 
reason for this is that the book record the fall of Jerusalem, 
something he witnessed, and we are told by ancient sources 
that the Book of Kings was written by “the Prophets”.  Also, 
ancient Talmudic tradition stated that Jeremiah wrote it, and 
there are parallel portions between the book named after him 
and Kings (compare 2 Kings  & Jeremiah 39-42; 52).  
However, there are many scholars today who do not hold to the 
Jeremiah theory. They claim the evidence points to an unknown 
prophet who worked at the same time as Jeremiah to compile this 
long history of his nation's religious and political life.  
Regardless, while this prophet-writer is not named in the Books 
of 1 and 2 Kings, he does reveal the sources that he used. He 
speaks of "the chronicles of the kings of Israel" (1 Kings 14:19) 
and "the chronicles of the kings of Judah" (1 Kings 14:29). 
These were probably the official court documents and 
historical archives of the two nations. He must have drawn 
from them freely as he wrote. 
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
Because of the nature of this being one book, not two, and 
because of the history involved in these books, we will discuss 
both Books of Kings and a very brief history to help you get 
context of the times it was written. 
These books cover, in chronological fashion, about 400 years 
of Judah and Israel's history. The last event mentioned in this 
chronology is the captivity of Judah's citizens by the 
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Babylonians. This means the book had to be compiled in its final 
form some time after the Babylonians overran Jerusalem in 587 
B.C.  In fact, the last event recorded in 2 Kings is the release 
of Jehoiachin of Judah from imprisonment in Babylon.  Since he 
was imprisoned in 597 B.C. (see 2 Kings 24:8-17), and released 37 
years later (2 Kings 25:27), then 2 Kings had to be written after 
560 B.C. to include this information.  Further, since Babylon 
fell to Persia in 538 B.C. and this major event is not even 
mentioned, we can conclude that Kings was written before that 
time.  Therefore we can date the writing of 1 & 2 Kings between 
560-538 B.C. The Book of 1 Kings covers a span of 120 years of 
history and 2 Kings almost 300 years of history. 
Remembering that the Nation becomes divided into Northern 
(Israel) and Southern (Judah) kingdoms, the four centuries 
covered by 1 and 2 Kings were times of change and political 
upheaval in the ancient world as the balance of power shifted 
from one nation to another. Surrounding nations that posed a 
threat to Israel and Judah at various times during this period 
included Syria, Assyria, and Babylon. 
The Assyrian threat was particularly strong during the last 50 
years of the Northern Kingdom. Under Tiglath-Pileser III, this 
conquering nation launched three devastating campaigns 
against Israel in 734, 733 and 732 B.C. It was a blow from which 
Israel never recovered, and the nation fell to Assyrian forces 
just 10 years later in 722 B.C. 
While Syria and Assyria were threats to Judah at various times, 
their worst enemy turned out to be the nation of Babylon. The 
Babylonians took captives and goods from Jerusalem in three 
campaigns-in 605 and 597 B.C. and in a two-year siege beginning 
in 588 B.C. Jerusalem finally fell in 587 B.C. The Temple was 
destroyed, and thousands of Judah's leading citizens were 
carried into captivity in Babylon. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
Part of the difficulty in understanding the joint Book of Kings 
is because of the consequences of the nation’s rebellion.  As 
God judges the nation, starting with Solomon’s weaknesses 
with women and his heart being turned away from the one true 
God by his wives and concubines, we see a split in the kingdom.  
The result of this was various factions and intrigues trying to 
gain rule.  The reason this leads to difficulty in understanding 
the book is because of the nature of the history that follows 
rebellion and how it is written.  The narrative becomes 
difficult to follow after the first half of 1 Kings because the 
author switches back and forth between the northern kingdom 
of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah tracing there 
histories simultaneously.  There were 19 rulers in Israel, all 
of them bad.  There were 20 rulers in Judah, and only 8 of them 
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were good.  1 Kings records the first 9 rulers in Israel and the 
first 4 in Judah.  You will notice that some kings are covered 
briefly and others with entire chapters.  Major attention was 
brought to those who were models of righteousness or to 
those who were illustrations of sin and rebellion and of why 
the nations finally collapsed. 
It seems obvious, considering all of the above, that the writer 
of 1 & 2 Kings was contemplating the horror of the exile and 
destruction of Israel & Judah.  He is attempting to answer the 
question why this happened, and in viewing the history writes a 
prophetic message that the destruction was the inevitable 
punishment of God through foreign nations on the persistent 
violations of God’s Covenant by His people.  Hence, the Book of 
Kings was written to exiles to turn their hearts back to God. 
Basically, 1 & 2 Kings take up where 1 & 2 Samuel left off.  
THIS IS MORE THAN HISTORY!  It is selective history with 
theological importance, demonstrating that God, as Lord of 
history, works providentially for His redemptive purpose.  This 
history reveals what we have seen emphasized so often: 
obedience has great blessings and disobedience very painful 
consequences.  And with this in mind, 1 & 2 Kings emphasizes the 
people and events that are morally and religiously significant. 
1 Kings records the turbulent experiences of God’s people 
from the death of David to the reign of Jehoshaphat (the 4th 
king of Judah) and the reign of Ahaziah (the 9th of Israel).   
There is one last thing we should note: The Books of 1 and 2 
Kings present an interesting contrast between King David of 
Judah and King Jeroboam 1, the first king of the northern 
kingdom of Israel. 
Jeroboam established a legacy of idol worship in this new 
nation by setting up golden calves at Bethel and Dan (1 Kings 
12:25-33). These were symbols of the fertility religion of Baal. 
His strategy was to mix this false religion with worship of the 
one true God in an attempt to win the loyalty and good will of 
the people and bind them together as a distinctive nation. The 
writer of 1 and 2 Kings condemned this act of idolatry. Each 
succeeding king of Israel was measured against the standard of 
Jeroboam's idolatry. Of each king who led the people astray, it 
was written, "He did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin" (2 Kings 15:9). 
Just as the writer of 1 and 2 Kings used Jeroboam as a bad 
example, King David was used as a standard of righteousness 
and justice. In spite of David's moral lapses, he became the 
measure of righteousness for all kings who followed  him. The 
northern kingdom was marked by rebellion and strife as 
opposing factions struggled for the right to reign, but the 
house of David continued in the kingdom of Judah without 
interruption for nearly four centuries. The writer explained 
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that the evils of kings such as Abijam (or Abijah) did not cancel 
out the love and mercy that God had promised to the house of 
David: "Nevertheless for David's sake the Lord his God gave him 
a lamp in Jerusalem, by setting up his son after him and by 
establishing Jerusalem; because David did what was right in the 
eyes of the Lord" (1 Kings 15:4-5). 
A BASIC ASSESSMENT OF 1 KINGS (BASIC THEMES)- 
In 1 Kings we see, in the transition from David to Solomon, a 
study of grace to glory.  That is, the difference between God 
bestowing favor upon versus God’s glory and majesty dwelling 
within (can anyone forget the scenes in 1 Kings 8?). 
We see in the very beginning of the book the building and 
dedicating of the temple and in it the primary call of God’s 
people to be first and foremost a people of worship.  In the rest 
of I Kings we see a testament to the sovereignty of God, 
demonstrating that whatever man does- either in obedience or 
rebellion- God’s purposes will still prevail.  I need to put in a 
word about sovereignty here.  First a definition of sovereignty: 
This is a term by which is expressed the supreme rulership of 
God.  The possession of the most complete sovereignty is a 
necessary part of the proper conception of God and is 
abundantly declared in the Scriptures (e.g., Ps 50:1; 66:7; 93:1; 
Isaiah 40:15,17; 1 Tim 6:15; Rev 11:17). The method of the divine 
rulership is, however, to be judged in the light of special 
revelation. The term absolute sovereignty as used in Calvinism 
means the sovereign election of a certain number to salvation 
and the sovereign damnation of others. There is a sense, indeed, 
in which the sovereignty of God is absolute. He is under no 
external restraint whatsoever. He is the Supreme Dispenser of 
all events. All forms of existence are within the scope of His 
dominion. And yet this is not to be viewed in any such way as to 
abridge the reality of the moral freedom of God's responsible 
creatures or to make men anything else than the arbiters of 
their own eternal destinies. God has seen fit to create beings 
with the power of choice between good and evil. He rules over 
them in justice and wisdom and grace. This is the whole tenor 
of the Scriptures and the plain declaration of many passages 
(e.g., Deut 10:17; Job 36:5; Acts 10:34-35; Rom 2:6; Col 3:25; 1 
Peter 1:17). 
People view sovereignty as meaning that God so overrules in 
human affairs that human actions have no consequence or at 
least cannot affect God’s purposes.  This book speaks 
otherwise!  Examining God’s dealings with Solomon help us to 
avoid this “sanctified fatalism” I like to call Doris Day 
Christianity: “Que sera, sera, whatever will be, will be.” 
When Solomon turns from God (11:2), God declares His 
overruling will (11:11).  The difficulties with Edom (11:14) are 
also seen as the result of God’s sovereign action.  The Bible in 
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no way implies that God foreordained Solomon’s failures 
(fatalism) but that His disciplining grace and wisdom 
intervened to sustain the testimony of His holy character and 
eternal will (sovereignty).  This same story is retold in God’s 
sovereign dealings in 11:26-14:31, as the Lord sustains His 
purposes for David’s royal seed despite the revolt of the ten 
northern tribes. 
You see the sovereignty of God displayed throughout Elijah 
and Elisha’s ministry as well.  No matter the sin in both 
kingdoms, no matter how much of self and Satan got in, 
whatever man’s influence, we see God’s hand ultimately 
control the final outcome (chapters 15-22).  
Indeed, the message of this book is relevant today.  God still 
controls human affairs.  The person or nation who responds to 
and walks in obedience to the commands of the Lord will be 
blessed.  Those who refuse will be punished.  But God is always 
ready to forgive those who repent and turn. 
 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
There are so many to choose from!  However, since it is obvious 
from what we have so far discussed that the theme in the book 
deals with the fact that the welfare of leader and people is 
contingent upon them serving Yahweh and being faithful to 
Him, and their failure to do so leads to judgment, it leads me to 
choose as the key word an expression of that judgment: 
DIVISION OF THE KINGDOM. 
 
KEY VERSE(S) AND CHAPTER(S)- 
I really couldn’t come up with one verse, but rather one 
passage.  The key verses I chose relate to the cause of what I 
see as the key word.  Hence, my key verses are: 1 KINGS 11:9-13. 
As to the key chapter, this is, at least to me, again related to 
the key word and the critical turning point in the young 
nation’s history.  The crucial chapter is the momentous 
chapter: 1 KINGS 12.  It is in this chapter that the united 
kingdom is divided upon the death of Solomon, in keeping with 
God’s command of judgment. 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 Elijah is a type of Jesus, especially in the calling down of 
fire- it is reminiscent of Jesus sending the Holy Spirit and 
His words in Luke 12:49 

 Elisha is also a type of Jesus.  In fact, his call (1 Kings 
19:19-21) is reminiscent of the call Jesus gave people 
(Luke 9:57-62) 

 The role of prophet foreshadows Jesus 
 The role of King foreshadows Jesus as King of Kings 
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 Wisdom is a type of Jesus.  In 1 Corinthians 1:24, Jesus is 
called the wisdom of God 

 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 The cloud of glory filling the temple 
 In Solomon’s prayer in 1 King’s 8, the images of rain speak 

of the Spirit 
 1 Kings 18:12, He is mentioned directly in the context of 

transporting Elijah miraculously 
 In 1 Kings 18:46, the expression “power of the Lord” or 

“hand of the Lord” refers to the Holy Spirit- in this case 
enabling Elijah to outrun horses 

 All the prophecies and ministry gift of prophet 
 All the miracles, including words of knowledge (Ahijah) 

and acts of judgment 
 
SOME TRUTHS AND APPLICATIONS- 
1 Kings 3:5-15 
God really does want to bless us and give us the desires of our 
hearts.  But His hope is that we will ask for what is important 
to Him.  Ask for wisdom, which He promises to give abundantly!  
With that, everything else will be in its proper place. 
1 Kings 8:46 
There is not a single person who doesn’t sin.  Ask God daily to 
search your heart and point out sins you don’t see.  Ask to 
always be tender to His conviction.             
1 Kings 11:1-13 
Who we are in relationship with matters.  Do not be unequally 
yoked!  Don’t let your faith grow old, but keep it fresh to 
resist outside influences.  Understand this: it is not your past 
relationship with God that matters; it is where you are at NOW!  
Do not rely on past commitments and achievements. 
1 Kings 13:1-32 
Do what God tells YOU to do.  Do not obey another believer, no 
matter how spiritual they seem.  Remember what God told YOU 
and do THAT! 
1 Kings 14:1-6 
You cannot fool God!  Don’t try and pretend you are what you 
are not! What is done in the darkness will be revealed in the 
light- so repent of secret and besetting sins. 
1 Kings 18 
Pray for the faith, passion and boldness of Elijah!  Let’s repair 
the altar of worship, prayer, and repentance in our lives, 
homes and churches.  Let’s call on God for His fire to fall! 
1 Kings 19:1-5 
Realize that some of your biggest attacks come after your 
biggest victories.  In the constant battle of faith we get worn 
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down at times, but we should never fear!  God will sustain us 
and speak clearly to us in those times. 
1 Kings 19:11-13 
Elijah had a discerning ear and waited through all the 
commotion until God spoke.  May we have that discernment!  Ask 
God to help you to be able to discern when God appears and to 
be patient- even through the midst of chaos or revival. 
1 Kings 22:1-28 
Micaiah’s name means, “Who is like Jehovah”.  One moral of this 
story is everyone went along with what the “important” people 
wanted to hear.  But not Micaiah!  He stood against what was 
popular and preached the truth.  We need that kind of 
character!  Ask God to make you strong against the “popular 
wave” and to stick with what is popular with Him. 
 
The Plan of Solomon’s Temple 
Solomon’s greatest legacy was the building of the temple. King 
David had wanted to build it, but was forbidden to do so by God 
because he had shed so much blood (1 Chr. 28:3). Thus, the task 
fell to Solomon, who was known as a man of peace. The building 
of the temple began in the spring of Solomon’s fourth year 
(966 BC) and was completed seven years later (6:1–38). The 
temple was similar to the tabernacle, though twice its size. It 
was 90 feet long and 30 feet wide, and it contained the holy 
place and the Most Holy Place. Like the tabernacle, the temple 
faced toward the east, having the Most Holy Place at the 
extreme western end. 

Solomon’s Temple 
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The Divided Kingdom 
The glory of the united kingdom began to fade with the death of 
Solomon when his unwise son Rehoboam spoke harshly to the 
representatives of Israel who requested relief from the heavy 
taxation of Solomon’s time (12:1–24). Rehoboam reigned over 
Judah to the south and Jeroboam became king of Israel to the 
north. 

The Divided Kingdom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Prophet Elijah 
Elijah the prophet was from Tishbe in Gilead, but the precise 
location of this town is uncertain. There is no mention of his 
birth and parentage and his family background may even have 
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been non-Israelite. Elijah’s name, which means “Yahweh is my 
God,” may be regarded as the motto of his life. His prophetic 
objective was to awaken Israel to the conviction that Yahweh 
alone is God. Elijah is pictured as a lonely figure “wearing a 
leather belt around his waist” (2 Kin. 1:8). Elijah lived during 
the period of Ahab’s reign, when the pagan worship of Baal was 
formally introduced into Israel (16:32). 
Elijah’s first act was to announce to Ahab that the true God 
was about to send a dreaded famine upon the country because 
of Ahab’s religious sins (17:1). Baal, the Canaanite god of 
storm and fertility, was directly challenged by this prediction 
of drought. 
When Elijah’s career was over, he neither died nor was buried. 
While conversing with his successor, the prophet Elisha, Elijah 
was suddenly taken up in a chariot of fire and whirlwind into 
heaven (2 Kin. 2:1–12). Elijah is mentioned in Malachi 4:5 as the 
harbinger of the “day of the Lord” and as the herald of the 
Messiah, and this prophecy was fulfilled in the ministry of 
John the Baptist (Matt. 11:7–14; Luke 1:17). 

 
The Life of Elijah 
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The Problem of Chronology 
Three factors make the dating of the Kings material extremely 
difficult: (1) the co-regency system, particularly in the 
southern kingdom, whereby a son officially began his reign 
during the lifetime of his father, with both father and son 
receiving credit for the years of co-regency; (2) the use of both 
the “accession-year” system (whereby the year in which a king 
came to the throne was not counted as his first year) and the 
“nonaccession-year” system (whereby the remainder of the year 
in which a king was crowned was reckoned as his first year; and 
(3) the use of both the sacred-year (beginning with Nisan, the 
first month) and the civil-year (beginning with Tishri, the 
seventh month) methods of dating. Because of the complexity of 
the problems involved in the harmonization of the chronology 
of the Hebrew kings, many have concluded that the biblical 
dates are obviously contradictory and hopelessly beyond 
solution. Today, however, the chronological problems are 
basically solved, and the biblical dating has been demonstrated 
to be trustworthy and accurate. 
Following is a chart that should really help in your OT 
studies! 
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Southern Kingdom 
(931–586 BC) 

Northern Kingdom 
(931–722 BC) 

King Date Biblical 
References 

Prophets King Date Biblical 
References 

Prophets 

(1) 
Rehoboam 
Son of 
Solomon 
17 years 

931–913 
BC 

1 Kin. 
14:21-31; 
2 Chr. 
9:31–12:16 

Shemaiah—
2 Chr. 
11:2-4; 
12:5–7, 15 
Iddo the 
Seer—2 
Chr. 12:15 

(1) 
Jeroboam I 
Son of 
Nebat 
22 years 

931-
910 
BC 

1 Kin. 
11:26–40; 
12:1-14:20; 
2 Chr. 
10:1–11:4; 
11:13-16; 
13:2–20 

Ahijah the 
Shilonite—1 
Kin. 11:29-39; 
14:1–18 
Man of God 
from Judah—
1 Kin. 13:1-32; 
2 Kin. 23:15–
18 
Old Prophet 
at Bethel—1 
Kin. 13:11-32; 
2 Kin. 23:18 
Iddo the 
Seer—2 Chr. 
9:29 

(2) Abijam 
(Abijah) 
Son of 
Rehoboam 
3 years 

913-911 
BC 

1 Kin. 15:1–
8; 
2 Chr. 
13:1-14:1 

Iddo the 
Seer—2 
Chr. 13:22 

(2) Nadab 
Son of 
Jeroboam 
2 years 

910–
909 
BC 

1 Kin. 
15:25-31 

 

(3) Asa 
Son of 
Abijam 
41 years 

911–870 
BC 

1 Kin. 15:9–
24; 
2 Chr. 
14:1-16:14 

Azariah, 
the son of 
Oded—2 
Chr. 15:1, 
8 (see note 
in center 
column) 
Hanani—2 
Chr. 16:7-
10 

(3) Baasha 
Son of 
Ahijah 
24 years 

909–
886 
BC 

1 Kin. 
15:16–22, 
27-29, 32–
34; 16:1-7 

Jehu, the son 
of Hanani—1 
Kin. 16:1–7 

    (4) Elah 
Son of 
Baasha 
2 years 

886–
885 
BC 

1 Kin. 16:8-
14 

 

    (5) Zimri 
Chariot 
Commander 
under 
Elah—7 
days 

885 
BC 

1 Kin. 16:9–
12, 15-20 

 

    (6) Omri 
Army 
Commander 
under Elah 
12 years 

885–
874 
BC 

1 Kin. 
16:16–18, 
21-28 

 

(4) 
Jehoshaphat 
Son of Asa 
25 years 

870(873)–
848 BC 

1 Kin. 
22:41–50; 
2 Chr. 
17:1-21:1 

Jehu, the 
son of 
Hanani—2 
Chr. 19:2, 
3 
Jahaziel—
2 Chr. 
20:14-17 
Eliezer—2 
Chr. 20:37 

(7) Ahab 
Son of 
Omri 
22 years 

874–
853 
BC 

1 Kin. 
16:29-
22:40; 
2 Chr. 
18:1–34 

Elijah—1 Kin. 
17-21; 2 Kin. 
1; 2 
Elisha 
(servant of 
Elijah)—1 
Kin. 19:19-21 
Micaiah the 
son of 
Imlah—1 Kin. 
22:8–28; 2 
Chr. 18:7-27 

(5) Jehoram 
(Joram) 
Son of 
Jehoshaphat 
8 years 

848(853)–
841 BC 

2 Kin. 8:16–
24; 
2 Chr. 
21:1-20 

Obadiah 
Elijah—2 
Chr. 21:12–
15 

(8) Ahaziah 
Son of 
Ahab 
2 years 

853–
852 
BC 

1 Kin. 
22:51-2 
Kin. 1:18; 
2 Chr. 
20:35–37 

Unnamed 
Prophets—1 
Kin. 18:4, 13; 
20:28, 35-43 
Elijah’s 
Translation—
2 Kin. 2:1–18 
Elisha 

    (9)  Joram 
(Jehoram) 
Son of 
Ahab 
12 years 

852–
841 
BC 

2 Kin. 3:1-
9:26 

Elisha 
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Southern Kingdom 

(931–586 BC) 
Northern Kingdom 

(931–722 BC) 

King Date Biblical 
References 

Prophets King Date Biblical 
References 

Prophets 

(6) 
Ahaziah 
(Jehoahaz) 
Son of 
Jehoram 
1 year 

841 BC. 2 Kin. 8:25–
9:29; 
2 Chr. 
22:1-9 

 (10) Jehu 
Son (or 
grandson) of 
Nimshi; an 
army officer 
under Ahab 
28 years 

841–814 
BC 

2 Kin. 9:1–
10:36 

Elisha 

Queen 
Athaliah 
Daughter 
of Ahab; 
mother of 
Ahaziah 
6 years 

841–835 
BC 

2 Kin. 11:1-
20; 
2 Chr. 
22:10–
23:21 

     

(7)  Joash 
(Jehoash) 
40 years 

835–796 
BC 

2 Kin. 
11:21-
12:21; 
2 Chr. 
24:1–27 

Joel (11) Jehoahaz 
Son of Jehu 
17 years   

814–798 
BC 

2 Kin. 13:1-
9 

Elisha 

(8) 
Amaziah 
Son of 
Joash 
29 years 

796–767 
BC 

2 Kin. 14:1–
20; 
2 Chr. 
25:1-28 

Unnamed 
Prophets—
2 Chr. 
25:7–9, 15, 
16 

(12) Jehoash 
(Joash) 
Son of 
Jehoahaz 
16 years 

798-782 
BC 

2 Kin. 
13:10–13, 
25; 14:8-16; 
2 Chr. 
25:17–24 

Death of 
Elisha 

(9) Uzziah 
(Azariah) 
Son of 
Amaziah 
52 years 

767(792)–
740 BC 

2 Kin. 15:1-
7; 
2 Chr. 
26:1–23 

Isaiah—
called the 
year that 
Uzziah died 
Zechariah—
2 Chr. 26:5 

(13)  Jeroboam 
II 
Son of 
Jehoash 
41 years 

782(793)-
753 BC 

2 Kin. 
14:23–29 

Jonah 
Amos 
Hosea 

    (14) Zechariah 
Son of 
Jeroboam II 
6 months 

753–752 
BC 

2 Kin. 15:8-
12 

Hosea 

    (15) Shallum 
Son of Jabesh 
1 month 

752 BC 2 Kin. 
15:10, 13-
15 

Hosea 

(10)  
Jotham 
Son of 
Uzziah 
16 years 

740(750)–
731 BC 

2 Kin. 
15:32–38; 
2 Chr. 
17:1-9 

Isaiah 
Micah 

(16) Menahem 
Son of Gadi 
10 years 

752–742 
BC 

2 Kin. 
15:14, 16-
22 

Hosea 

    (17) Pekahiah 
Son of 
Menahem 
2 years 

742–740 
BC 

2 Kin. 
15:23–26 

Hosea 

(11) Ahaz 
Son of 
Jotham 
16 years 

731(735)–
715 BC 

2 Kin. 16:1-
20; 
2 Chr. 
28:1–27 

Isaiah 
Micah 

(18) Pekah 
Son of 
Remaliah 
20 years 

740(752)–
732 BC 

2 Kin. 
15:25, 27-
31; 16:5; 
2 Chr. 
28:5, 6; Is. 
7:1 

Hosea 
Oded the 
Prophet—
2 Chr. 
28:9-11 
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Southern Kingdom 

(931–586 BC) 
Northern Kingdom 

(931–722 BC) 
King Date Biblical 

References 
Prophets King Date Biblical 

References 
Prophets 

(12) Hezekiah 
Son of Ahaz 
29 years 

715(729)–
686 BC 

2 Kin. 18:1–
20:21; 
2 Chr. 
29:1-32:33; 
Is. 36:1–
39:8 

Isaiah 
Micah 

(19) 
Hoshea 
Son of 
Elah 
9 years 

732–
722 
BC 

2 Kin. 
15:30; 17:1-
6; 18:9, 10 

Hosea 

(13) Manasseh 
Son of 
Hezekiah 
55 years 

686(696)-
642 BC 

2 Kin. 21:1–
18; 
2 Chr. 
33:1-20 

Nahum 
Unnamed 
Prophets—2 
Kin. 21:10; 2 
Chr. 33:18 

722 BC—Fall of Samaria 
(10 Northern Tribes Go into Captivity—
Assyria) 

(14) Amon 
Son of 
Manasseh 
2 years 

642-640 
BC 

2 Kin. 
21:19–26; 
2 Chr. 
33:21-25 

  

(15) Josiah 
Son of Amon 
31 years 

640–609 
BC 

2 Kin. 22:1–
23:30; 
2 Chr. 
34:1-35:27 

Jeremiah 
Zephaniah 
Huldah the 
Prophetess—2 
Kin. 22:14–20; 2 
Chr. 34:22-28 

 

(16) Jehozhaz 
(Shallum) 
Son of Josiah 
3 months 

609 BC 2 Kin. 
23:31–34; 
2 Chr. 
36:1-4; 
Jer. 22:1–
12 

Jeremiah  

(17) Jehoiakim 
(Eliakim) 
Son of Josiah 
11 years 

609–598 
BC 

2 Kin. 
23:34-24:7; 
2 Chr. 
36:4–8; 
Jer. 22:13-
23; 26; 36 

Jeremiah 
Habakkuk 
Daniel 
Uriah the son of 
Shemaiah Jer. 
26:20 

NOTES:     *     Names in parentheses 
denote alternate names of the same king 
     **     Dates in parentheses denote co-
regencies, a period of rule in which the 
son occupied the throne with his father. 
     ***     Prophets whose names appear in 
boldface letters are canonical prophets. 

(18) Jehoiachin 
(Coniah) 
Son of 
Jehoiakim 
3 months 

598-597 
BC 

2 Kin. 24:8–
17; 
2 Chr. 
36:9, 10; 
Jer. 22:24-
30; 52:31–
34 

Jeremiah 
Daniel 

 

(19) Zedekiah 
(Mattaniah) 
Son of Josiah 
11 years 

597–586 
BC 

2 Kin. 
24:17-25:7; 
2 Chr. 
36:11–21; 
Jer. 39:1-
10; 52:1–11 

Jeremiah 
Daniel 
Ezekiel 

 

586 BC—Fall of Jerusalem 
(Southern Kingdom Goes into Captivity—Babylon) 

 

 

 


