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1 SAMUEL (Teacher’s Edition) 
Part One: Samuel, the Last Judge (1:1-7:17) 
I. The First Transition of National Leadership: Eli-Samuel       
1:1-3:21 
 A. The Birth of the New Leader          1:1-2:11  
 B. The Need of the New Leader          2:12-2:36  
 C. The Transition from Eli to Samuel  3:1-18  
 D. Samuel Is Recognized as the New Leader of Israel                         
3:19-21 
II. The Judgeship of Samuel                  4:1-7:17  
 A. The Need for Samuel's Leadership  4:1-6:21  
 B. The Victories under Samuel's  Leadership        7 
Part Two: Saul, the First King (8:1-31:13) 
I. The Second Transition of National Leadership: Samuel-Saul     
8:1-12:25 
        A. The Causes of the Transition          8:1-9  
        B. The Transition from Samuel to Saul  8:10-12:25  
II. The Reign of King Saul                         13:1-15:9  
        A. The Early Success of King Saul  13:1-4  
        B. The Failures of King Saul          13:5-15:9  
III. The Third Transition of National Leadership: Saul-David   
15:10-31:13 
        A. The Transition of Kingship from Saul to David                
15:10-18:9 
        B. The Attempts of Saul to Slay David  18:10-20:42  
        C. The Rise of David in Exile         21:1-28:2  
        D. The Final Decline of Saul         28:3-31:13  
 
AUTHOR- 
The two books of Samuel were originally one in the Hebrew 
text, but were divided when they were translated into Greek 
(the Septuagint).  This was one account and you would think 
Samuel wrote it since it bears his name.  But the problem with 
this theory is that all of 2 Samuel and a major portion of 1 
Samuel deal with events that happened after Samuel's death. 
However, there is strong support for Samuel's authorship of 
some of the material, since the Book of 1 Chronicles refers to 
"the book of Samuel the seer" (1 Chronicles 29:29).  Even the 
prophets Gad and Nathan wrote chronicles of the many acts of 
King David (also in 1 Chronicles 29:29).  Since Old Testament 
prophets generally also served as historians of their times, 1 
& 2 Samuel were probably compiled by an unnamed prophet from 
the writings of Samuel, Nathan and Gad, as well as some other 
unnamed sources. 
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
Because of references assuming the division of Judah and 
Israel (27:6) and the lack of mentioning the fall of Samaria 
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(Southern kingdom) we believe the two books were written 
between 931-722 B.C.  1 Samuel covers a period of about 140 
years, beginning with Samuel’s birth and ending with Saul’s 
death. 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
First Samuel covers the lives of the prophet Samuel and King 
Saul, introducing David as a warrior and a possible successor 
to the throne. 
This wonderful and exciting book carries on Israelite history 
from the closing years of the era of the Judges to the 
establishment of David's kingdom. They also delineate Samuel's 
personal history. The moral failure of the priesthood and 
judgeship is recorded in the death of Eli and his sons. The rise 
of the prophetic office alongside the kingly office is set forth. 
Samuel, the prophet-judge, is portrayed as the founder of both, 
as well as of the schools of the prophets (1 Sam 19:20; 2 Kings 
2:3-5). Samuel anoints both Saul and David as king, but there is 
a definite bad note to all this: the book makes it clear that in 
calling for a king the people were rejecting God's rule. 
Because Israel was unable to live under God's rule through 
the judges, God gave in to their demands and granted them a 
king. But He also warned them about the dangers of the 
kingship (1 Sam 8:9-21). 
It is clear in this book that God is at work in history.  Even the 
most sinful and rebellious occurrences can be used by Him to 
continue His plan, as is evidenced by Samuel’s birth and 
dedication into divine service at the time of Eli’s downfall.  The 
rejection of God and demand for a king leads to the 
establishment of an earthly royal line that will usher in true 
royalty- the Messiah Himself, Jesus!   
This book also manifests the struggle between those who truly 
follow after God and those who claim to but are living in 
disobedience.  Consider Saul’s senseless jealousy and enraged 
pursuit of David.  How much time and energy did he lose when 
you consider they had enemies all around?  In fact, consider 
the story of David and Goliath.  It presents more than a 
dramatic encounter between two warriors. It also points up the 
contrast between David and Saul. Since he was tall himself, 
Saul should have been the one to face the giant (1 Sam 9:2). By 
his failure to meet Goliath, Saul demonstrated both his folly 
and his inability to rule. By rising to the challenge, David 
demonstrated his wisdom and faith, proving that he was God's 
man for the throne of Israel.  And it is obvious that one king 
had the heart of God; the other had his heart filled with his 
own interests.  You can see in the chart below the tragic 
consequences:  
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King Saul’s Decline and Fall 
Causes Results 
A presumptuous sacrifice Loss of kingdom foretold (13:14) 
A foolish curse Curse falls on Jonathan (14:24, 44) 
Spared Agag and flocks Loss of kingdom (15:28) 
Lost fellowship with God Unanswered prayer (28:6) 
Visits a medium Doom predicted (28:19) 
Takes his own life End of dynasty (31:4, 6) 
 
 
Some history about the Philistines: 
During most of this period, the warlike Philistines along the 
Mediterranean seacoast dominated the scene. These people, 
from whose name comes the term “Palestine,” were invaders 
who originated from Greece and the island of Crete to the 
west. The Philistines of Canaan tended to adopt the culture 
and religion of the native Canaanites whom they ruled. Thus, 
the Philistine deities described in the Old Testament (e.g., 5:2–
5) are actually Canaanite gods. 
It was the Philistines’ pioneering use of iron in the Middle East 
that is cited as an explanation for their early dominance of the 
area (13:19–22), and the threat posed by the Philistines was a 
major factor in Israel’s desire for a king to lead them. Because 
of Saul’s disobedience, he had only limited military success 
against the Philistines, and he died in battle at Mt. Gilboa. 
Later, when David was finally able to subdue them, the way was 
open for him to begin to establish his empire. 
 
A BASIC ASSESSMENT OF THE 1 SAMUEL (BASIC THEMES)- 
There are so many awesome lessons to be learned from this 
book.  We can discern much about the Kingdom and Kingdom 
living.  Of prime importance is the idea that in saving people, 
that is, redeeming them from their sins, God’s plan intends to 
do more than just rescue us from sin’s penalty.  He wants to 
restore us to our role as those who rule and reign and have 
dominion on this planet (Genesis 1:28). 
In the very beginning of the book we see how a backslidden 
condition blinds us to God’s plans and purposes.  Eli rebukes a 
woman in true intercession because he cannot see it for what it 
is.  He accuses her of being drunk!  What Eli missed in effect 
was the beginning of a new work of God: the era of the prophet, 
a revival of faith in Yahweh, and the establishing of the 
Kingship.  Eli could not see what God was doing! 
Saul’s beginnings as king show us what might be when an 
individual receives the Spirit’s anointing for serving God’s 
purpose in His power.  In fact, this is another reminder of the 
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necessity of the empowering of the Spirit as a prerequisite for 
doing God’s Kingdom business- see 1 Samuel 10:6, 7. 
We see in Saul, at the outset, how a humble servant can become 
a candidate for kingdom work and how that person can be given 
God assistance and blessings to do that work. 
But the great lesson in Saul is the fact that no matter the 
blessings and anointing, it is the character that determines 
how far one will go with God.  God can do His work in our lives, 
but we must submit in obedient service and worship.  We must 
continually pursue God and take up our cross and die to 
ourselves!  Saul’s history should be a warning to us all of the 
disaster that comes when carnality dominates our soul and 
self-serving disobedience replaces total obedience to God’s 
stated purpose and command.  Also evident in Saul’s life is his 
heart’s motivation: a self-promoting, self-defending spirit. 
The consequence for this was God’s complete rejection of 
Saul’s position in the Kingdom.  He lost everything and in the 
end takes his own life! 
Contrast all this with the story of David, which begins here 
and is carried on more fully in 2 Samuel. 
There are other great lessons in 1 Samuel:   

 God not only responds to Hannah’s pain and misery by 
answering her prayer for one child- He super abundantly 
blesses, as is His character, and gives her three sons and 
two daughters!  

 We may look at the outward appearance of people, but God 
looks at the heart. 

 As we learn in Saul’s case, obedience is better than 
sacrifice.  We cannot replace what God commands with 
what we would like to be acceptable worship.  God is 
concerned with our hearts as well as our actions. 

 God does not spare even those in high position when they 
have sinned- but He still is a God of patience and 
forgiveness. 

 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
I think this will be interesting to see what many say.  Because 
of the nature of what the book is dealing with on a purely 
historical sense, I think, as you might gather from the outline, 
that the key word is: Transition. 
 
KEY VERSE(S) AND CHAPTER(S)- 
I think there is open season on which verse could be a key 
verse.  There are so many that speak to basic themes in the book!  
I really forced myself to choose only one, and I believe that 
would be: 1 Samuel 13:14.  This verse summarizes the reason 
for the transition from Saul to David and speaks to God’s 
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desire down through the ages. As to the key chapter I believe it 
is: 1 Samuel 15.  This chapter deals with the critical event of 
Israel’s history- the transition of Saul to David.  This is 
monumental since it ushers in the beginning of the rise and 
entrance into the golden age of the nation’s history.  
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 Samuel is a type of Jesus.  Consider that they were both 
children of promise, dedicated to the Lord before birth, 
and the transition of one stage to another in their 
country’s history.  He was also a prophet, priest and 
judge! 

 David is a type of Jesus 
 The burnt offerings offered in the book were shadows of 

Jesus  
 The priesthood speaks of Jesus’ High Priesthood 
 The role of King is the role Jesus plays over this world 
 Jesus is seen in the consecrated bread which represents 

the Word of God- Jesus is the Word become flesh 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 Hannah’s ability to conceive was the working of the Holy 
Spirit 

 Prophecy to Eli (2) was the gift of the Holy Spirit 
 God’s call to Samuel (3) was through the voice of the 

Spirit 
 The judgment on Ekron and Ashdod (5) was a working of 

the Spirit 
 The routing of the Philistines through supernatural 

thunder 
 All the prophecies and the anointing of Saul in 1 Sam 10 
 God speaking and directing David in battle was the 

leading of the Spirit 
 

SOME TRUTHS AND APPLICATIONS- 
I Sam. 1:22, 28; 8:3, 4 
Children are to be raised in the Lord and dedicated to Him.  
They are an inheritance and gift from the Lord.  Failing to raise 
them in God will result in greater ungodliness. 
 
1 Sam. 2:17-36; 3:13 
We must deal with people who are in sin in our midst or we 
show more love for them than for God.  We must understand 
that God holds us accountable for sins we know about but do 
not confront as we are able. 
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1 Sam. 4:1-11 
Image is worthless.  Don’t rely on symbols or religion to help 
you.  Be holy and devoted.  Holiness is saying no to the world 
and its expectations and yes to God.
 
1 Sam. 8:22 
Don’t persist in ungodly or unwise prayer.  If you do, God may 
give you what you ask as a form of discipline, which would have 
been unnecessary otherwise. 
 
1 Sam. 13:1-14; 15:1-23 
Don’t fear people; fear God!  If you fear God, you will fear 
nothing else.  “If you do not fear God, you will fear everything 
else.”- Oswald Chambers 
We cannot substitute religion or religious exercise for 
obedience to God’s word.  If we don’t obey, we don’t love God!  
We are lying by saying we do!  Don’t create your own rules & 
expect God to bless you.  Rebellion puts us under a witchcraft 
spirit- we become deceived by lying, evil forces.  Ask God for a 
humble, teachable heart.  
 
1 Sam. 24:1-22; 25; 26:1-25 
These are three stories that teach one great truth: Do not 
speak against or take up a cause against God-ordained leaders, 
even if they seem to be wrong.  Leave them to God’s judgment 
and you intercede for them.  Each of us must answer to God for 
our own actions.  


