
SECOND CORINTHIANS (Teacherʼs Edition): 
Part One: Paul's Explanation of His Ministry (1:1--7:16) 
I. Introduction  1:1-11  
II. Paul's Explanation of His Change of Plans  1:12--2:13   
    A. Paul's Original Plan  1:12-22   
    B. Paul's Change of Plans  1:23--2:4   
    C. Paul's Appeal to Forgive  2:5-13  
III. Paul's Philosophy of Ministry  2:14--6:10   
    A. Christ Causes Us to Triumph  2:14-17   
    B. Changed Lives Prove Ministry  3:1-5   
    C. New Covenant Is the Basis of Ministry  3:6-18   
    D. Christ Is the Theme of Ministry   4:1-7   
    E. Trials Abound in the Ministry  4:8-15   
    F. Motivation in the Ministry  4:16--5:21   
    G. Giving No Offense in the Ministry  6:1-10  
IV. Paul's Exhortations to the Corinthians  6:11-7:16   
    A. Paul's Appeal for Reconciliation  6:11-13   
    B. Paul's Appeal for Separation from Unbelievers  6:14--7:1 
    C. Paul's Meeting with Titus  7:2-7   
    D. Corinthians' Response to Paul's Letter  7:8-16  
 
Part Two: Paul's Collection for the Saints (8:1--9:15) 
I. Example of the Macedonians  8:1-6  
II. Exhortation to the Corinthians  8:7--9:15   
    A. Example of Christ  8:7-9   
    B. Purpose of Giving  8:10-15   
    C. Explanation of the Delegation  8:16--9:5   
    D. Exhortation to Giving  9:6-15  
 
Part Three: Paul's Vindication of His Apostleship (10:1--13:14) 
I. Paul Answers His Accusers  10   
    A. The Charge of Cowardice is Answered  10:1-2   
    B. The Charge of Walking in the Flesh is Answered  10:3-9 
    C. The Charge of Personal Weakness is Answered  10:10-18 
II. Paul Defends His Apostleship  11:1--12:13   
    A. Paul's Declaration of His Apostleship  11:1-15   
    B. Paul's Sufferings Support His Apostleship  11:16-33 
    C. Paul's Revelations Support His Apostleship  12:1-10 
    D. Paul's Signs Support His Apostleship  12:11-13  
III. Paul Announces His Forthcoming Visit  12:14--13:10   
    A. Paul's Concern Not to be a Financial Burden  12:14-18 
    B. Paul's Concern Not to Find Them Carnal  12:19-21 
    C. Paul's Warning to Examine Themselves  13:1-10 
IV. Conclusion  13:11-14  
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AUTHOR & WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
As we discussed before, both letters to the Corinthians were written by the 
Apostle Paul (see notes on 1 Corinthians).  Regarding this great book, it was 
written from Macedonia, likely from Philippi, in the fall of A.D. 54 or 55, the same 
year in which 1 Corinthians was written or in the autumn of the succeeding year. 
After Paul sent 1 Corinthians, it seems evident that news reached the apostle of 
growing opposition against him. Paul was constrained to pay an immediate visit 
and found the reports only too true. Perhaps he was openly defied before the 
congregation at Corinth. Returning to Ephesus he wrote a severe epistle that he 
sent on through the hand of Titus. Before Titus could return, events took a 
disastrous turn at Ephesus, and Paul had to flee at the peril of his life. He went to 
Troas but, unable to wait patiently there for tidings of the Corinthian issue, he 
crossed into Macedonia and met Titus there, possibly in Philippi. The news, 
happily, was reassuring. He then wrote a second epistle and sent it on by Titus 
and others. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
This book consists of three main parts.  The first seven chapters contain  
Paulʼs defense of his ministry and conduct.  The second part, chapters 8 & 9, 
deals with the offering being raised by Paul for the poor saints in Judea.  The last 
part, chapters 10-13 contain a message of rebuke to the remaining detractors in 
the church.  Here Paul again responds to the jibes and slander of his critics and 
fully vindicates his authority as an apostle. 
You might say that this book is also the most autobiographical of all Paulʼs 
letters.  It contains numerous references to the hardships he endured in the 
course of his ministry.  In this process we see the concern of the apostle for his 
converts. In the circumstances of the epistle we find the intensity of his emotions 
and his great love for them.  Paul opens his heart and in it we see not just his 
great love for a people who were in rebellion against him, but we also see his 
zeal for the glory of God, his uncompromising loyalty to the truth of the gospel, 
and his stern, righteous anger in confronting those who disrupt the fellowship of 
the church.  He was not a cold professional in the ministry; his life was bound up 
in the life of his converts. 
Second Corinthians is also extremely valuable in setting forth the lofty character 
and the challenge of the Christian ministry. Paul sets forth his high calling as the 
most glorious work in which a man can engage. The apostle himself received the 
ministry as divine, and he accepted it with supreme devotion. Through all the 
sufferings, testings, and buffetings that he suffered, we yet discern his triumphing 
in Christ.  Indeed, Chapters 4 and 5 are unrivaled for their beauty of expression 
and grandeur in this line of thought. Paul marvels at the treasure of the gospel 
which God entrusts to human servants. Indeed, the weakness of the servant only 
highlights the message of salvation (4:1-15). This message finds its most famous 
expression in 2 Cor 5:17, "If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away; behold, all things have become new."  
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The revelation of this truth in our spirits transforms Christian messengers into 
ambassadors for Christ. 
 
BASIC THEMES IN SECOND CORINTHIANS- 
We have seen throughout our study of the Word that the ministry of expanding 
the Kingdom in word and works evokes conflict- personal struggles with both 
men and demons.  The goal in life is to discern which is which.  Many people 
merely chalk up conflict as being of human origin when there may be a demonic 
component.  Also, and all too often, people are quick to blame the devil when 
personal attention to duty might have preempted their problems. 
Since this entire book is born out of such struggles, it would be wise of us to note 
where Paul identifies the Adversary at work, since he himself was an 
ambassador of Christ.   
It is clear that Paul expected, because of his work for Christ, either frontal assault 
from the Enemy (Ephesians 6:10-12) or retaliatory attacks (2 Cor. 10:3-6).  He 
very openly spoke of his own struggle with demonic attack through an unknown 
affliction.  It is silly to try and figure out what that was.  It is far more important to 
understand that this affliction was “a messenger of Satan” (2 Cor. 12:7) - one of 
the “fiery darts of the wicked one” (Eph. 6:16).  
Paul also warned the Corinthians of Satanʼs subtle efforts to produce 
unforgiveness among members of a local church (2:10-11).  This sounds a great 
caution to all of us.   The health and unity of the congregation requires wisdom in 
dealing with confusion or conflict.  A similar precautionary directive is found in the 
apostles warning against false teachers whose apparent “light” (insights, 
revelations, ministries) are born of hell, not heaven (11:13-15). 
Donʼt worry about being called weird or superstitious for expecting satanic attack 
and retribution as Godʼs Kingdom advances in our lives, homes, and 
congregations.  Part of our call to service in the Kingdom is to discern evil spirits 
at work, and then, through the armor of God and effective prayer warfare in the 
Spirit- to expel them (Eph. 6:12-18). 
Second Corinthians is both theological and practical. Paul used theological truth 
as a basis for dealing with the problems at Corinth. The following theological 
conclusions are reflected: 
1. The Father and the Son act in unity in redemptive reconciliation. God the 
Father was not absent while His Son endured the agony of redeeming a lost 
humanity. God was active in His Son (5:19). The Son was not seeking to change 
God. Both the Son and the Father were seeking to change attitudes toward God, 
a change from rebellion to trust. 
 
2. Not only does God in Christ reconcile us to Himself, He commits us to a 
ministry of reconciliation. This ministry of reconciliation has both vertical and 
horizontal dimensions. It involves first of all the reconciliation of the individual to 
God. It involves also the reconciling of persons to persons. Those who participate 
in the ministry of reconciliation must be reconciled to each other. This is why the 
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problems in the church at Corinth were so devastating. Christians who exhibit 
envy and jealousy among themselves are ill-equipped to bear testimony to the 
reconciling power of God. Others cannot be convinced that God can bring peace 
to their lives if they can see no peace among the members of the church. 
 
3. Prayer has an important place in the Christianʼs life. Prominent in the life of a 
Christian should be prayers of thanksgiving. Even as Paul dealt with the 
problems at Corinth, he offered prayers of thanksgiving. He praised God for the 
comfort that he received even amid troubles (1:3-4). He thanked God for leading 
in triumph as the Word was being preached (2:14-17). Paul thanked God for 
putting concern and care for the Corinthians in the heart of Titus (2 Co 8:16). He 
thanked God for His “indescribable gift,” evidently the gift of His Son that inspires 
Christian giving (9:15). The prayer life of a Christian should include petitions for 
self. Paulʼs emphasis on his praying concerning his “thorn in the flesh” reveals 
that Paul prayed concerning his own needs. Second Corinthians also teaches the 
importance of intercessory prayer (2 Co 1:11). The Corinthians had helped Paul 
through their prayers. Paul prayed for the Corinthians to do no wrong, but to do 
right. He also prayed that they might be perfect (13:7-9). 
 
4. Serving Christ involves ministering to the total person. Paul always made the 
proclamation of the gospel the foundation of his ministry. He recognized, 
however, that Godʼs love for us includes concern for the total person. Our 
ministry, therefore, should be to the total person. Nowhere is Paulʼs recognition of 
this truth more evident than in his leading the churches to take an offering for the 
needy Christians in Jerusalem. Our ministry should be broad enough to deal with 
any need that hinders us from living the abundant life intended by God.  
 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
There is so much in this book!  When you think about the chapters about spiritual 
warfare or teaching on giving, you could seriously come up with a number of key 
words.  However, this book was written for one basic purpose and that is my key 
phrase: THE DEFENCE OF PAULʼS MINISTRY. 
 
KEY VERSE(S) & CHAPTER(S)- 
This was difficult for me because while the key word is inescapable because of 
the purpose of the writing, there are many issues discussed that flow from that 
purpose, all of which are keys.  For instance, my key verse is: 2 Corinthians 5: 
17-21.   
This is related to Paulʼs defense in that he is telling them that when a person is 
saved them become new and that “newness” makes them a reconciler- a person 
who tries to connect people with God and with others, just as Jesus Himself did.  
My key chapters follow a similar reasoning: 2 Corinthians 8 & 9.  In the midst of 
a letter dealing with the aftermath of broken relationship come these two chapters 
detailing the most complete revelation on giving in the Scriptures.  Why?  
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Perhaps because the idea that Paul is communicating is: 1) Jesus gave Himself 
for you when you were still sinners, 2) I gave myself to you Corinthians in ministry 
when you were awful to me, so 3) you give yourself to others in helping this 
process of reconciliation financially that has been demonstrated by 1 & 2. 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 He is the “yes” and “amen” to all of Godʼs promises (1:19,20) 
 He is the revealer of Godʼs Glory and in Him we are transformed by that 

Glory (3:14,18) 
 He is the image of God (4:4-6) 
 He is the husband of the church His bride (11:2) and the judge of all the 

people (5:10) 
 He makes new creations, reconciles the world to God and became sin for 

us (5:17,29, 21) 
 He is the focus of our service to God as we proclaim Him and ourselves as 

His servants (4:5), share in His life and death (4:10-12) 
 He is powerful among us (13:3), and we will be raised up with Him (4:14) 

 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 He is the power and life of the New Covenant (3:6) 
 By the gift of the Holy Spirit we are anointed and sealed as belonging to 

God (1:21-22) 
 Our present experience of the Spirit is a guarantee of the glorified bodies 

we will one day receive (5:1-5) 
 He brings liberty (3:17)- liberty to see and be what God wants us to be 

(3:16-18) 
 He gives fellowship, perhaps with people as well as Christ (13:14) 

 
TRUTHS & APPLICATIONS IN 2 CORINTHIANS- 

1. 2 Corinthians 2:14-17- Godly living will result in disfavor with 
others because it warns of judgment for the ungodly, cold and 
backslidden.  Conduct yourself, therefore, with a clear conscience 
so that you will not easily be shaken by peopleʼs reactions. 

2. 2 Corinthians 6:14-18- Holiness recognizes that we live according 
to Godʼs standard.  Hence, we need to realize the serious nature of 
partnerships and will not enter into them with those that are not 
believers.  Donʼt enter into a partnership, dating relationship, or 
marriage with an unbeliever or personal visions and goals 
concerning God are not the same as your own. 

3. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18- Faith chooses to believe Godʼs word over 
the evidence of the senses, knowing natural circumstances are to 
be kept subject to the word of God.  Remember that faith is not 
denying circumstances but rather it is believing Godʼs testimony 
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and living in agreement with it.  So focus on the unseen and 
eternal.  Keep your mind on the glory that follows this life. 

4. 2 Corinthians 7:8-12- There is a difference between Godly sorrow 
and repentance and worldly sorrow and repentance!  Godly sorrow 
sees sin as having violated Godʼs commands, as having broken 
Godʼs heart and having been caused by our own willful 
disobedience.  This leads to action: earnest turning from sin and the 
righting of broken relationships caused by it.  Worldly sorrow and 
repentance is merely sorry that it got caught and wants out of the 
consequences of sin- it does not desire transformation. 

5. 2 Corinthians 8 & 9- Give cheerfully and abundantly knowing that 
stinginess will result in lack.  Giving is on a curve- give in 
accordance with your ability.  Remember: equal sacrifice, not equal 
amounts (8:13-15).  Understand that your giving is sowing the seed 
of the Word of God to help Godʼs harvest of souls. Generosity will 
lead to abundance for you for the purpose of you sowing more.  
Those who receive offerings must administer them with integrity in 
the sight if man and God (8:18-21). 

6. 2 Corinthians 11:3, 4- Do not accept ANY distortions of the gospel!  
Consider anyone who would pervert the Word as evil. 

7. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10- Consider every attack by the devil as an 
opportunity to grow in your dependence on God and a means of 
growing in humility.  Through prayer let Jesusʼ strength be exalted 
in your weakness. 

 


