
THE REVELATION (Teacher’s Edition) 
Because of the nature of this most fabulous book, we must depart from our 

normal format completely. 
 
BACKGROUND, AUTHOR & WHEN REVELATION WAS WRITTEN- 
The author identifies himself as John (1:4, 9; 21:2; 22:8), a prophet (1:1-4; 22:6-7). He 
was familiar enough with his readers to call himself their "brother and companion in 
tribulation" (1:9). He indicates that he was exiled to the island of Patmos (1:9) off the 
west coast of Asia Minor (modern Turkey) and that on the "Lord's Day" (Sunday) he was 
caught up "in the Spirit" (1:10) and saw the visions recorded in his book. An examination 
of the Greek language of the book of Revelation reveals that it has some strong 
similarities with the Gospel and Epistles of John, but also some striking stylistic 
differences. The author seems to think in Hebrew and write in Greek. The earliest church 
tradition was unanimous in attributing the Book of Revelation to John.   
Evidence within Revelation indicates that it was written during a period of extreme 
persecution of Christians, which possibly was that begun by Nero after the great fire that 
nearly destroyed Rome in July of A.D. 64 and continued until his suicide in June of A.D.  
68. In this view, the book was written before the destruction of Jerusalem in September 
of A.D. 70 and is an authentic prophecy concerning the continuing suffering and 
persecution of Christians, which would become even more intense and severe in the 
years ahead. On the basis of isolated statements by the early church fathers, some 
interpreters date the book near the end of the reign of Domitian (A.D. 81–96), after John 
had fled to Ephesus.   
John tells us, "The seven heads [of the beast] are seven mountains" (17:9), undoubtedly 
a reference to the famed Seven Hills of Rome. Chapter 13 tells us that the dragon 
(Satan) gave authority to the beast (Rome) to exact worship from its inhabitants (v. 4). 
The first Roman emperor to demand that his subjects address him as "Lord and God" on 
an empire-wide basis was Domitian. It was under Domitian that the apostle John was 
banished to Patmos. Christians, of course, were forbidden by the First Commandment 
(Ex 20:3) to worship anyone other than God. In the Book of Revelation, John sounded 
the trumpet alert to Domitian's challenge. 
John had no doubt been reflecting on the horrifying events occurring both in Rome and 
Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit gave him “the prophecy” of what was impending. The 
Spirit revealed to John the intensification of the spiritual warfare confronting the church 
(1:3), perpetrated by an anti-Christian state and numerous anti-Christian religions. This 
message provides pastoral encouragement to persecuted Christians by comforting, 
challenging, and proclaiming the sure and certain Christian hope. John also assures his 
readers that in Christ they are sharing in the sovereign God’s method of totally 
overcoming the forces of evil in all its manifestations. Revelation is also an evangelistic 
appeal to those who are presently living in the kingdom of darkness to enter the kingdom 
of light (22:17). 
 
METHODS OF INTERPRETING REVELATION 
Various interpretations of the book prevail. 
The Preterist Interpretation.  
This views the book as referring chiefly to events contemporary to that day, to comfort 
the then-persecuted church, written in symbols in a general sense intelligible to the 
saints of that period. 
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Continuous Historical Interpretation.  
This considers the book as forecasting the entire period of church history from the 
revelator's time to the present, in which the chief phases of the church's struggle to final 
victory are set forth. This has been a commonly accepted view. 
The Spiritualist Interpretation.  
This separates the symbolism of the book from any historical revelation and regards the 
book as a pictorial representation of the great principles of divine government for all-time 
application. 
The Futuristic Interpretation.  
This construes the bulk of the book as future in John's day. It accepts the divinely given 
key of interpretation in Rev 1:19 and interprets the "things which you have seen" as 
embracing 1:9-20; the "things which are," chapters 2-3, referring to the church period; 
and the "things which shall be after these things" as referring to the yet future period 
after the glorification of the church and its removal from the earthly scene, with chapters 
4 to the end concerning chiefly Israel and the Gentile nations in the still-future period 
preceding the second coming of Christ. 
 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Revelation was written originally for first-century Christians who faced severe trials under 
a totalitarian political system. Its imagery reflects the historical realities of that time. This 
is not to say, however, that it is not also addressing succeeding generations, including 
our own. As is true of all biblical prophecy, God's Word comes to a particular situation; 
but it yields a harvest to later generations as they receive it. Thus, Revelation assures us 
that God is present, purposeful, and powerful today, no matter what forms the beast may 
take. 
After a preface, Revelation begins (1:4–7) and ends (22:21) as a typical New Testament 
letter. Although containing seven letters to the seven churches, it is clear that every 
member is to “hear” the message to each of the churches (2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22), 
as well as the message of the entire book (1:3; 22:16), in order that they might obey it 
(1:3; 22:9). Within this letter is “the prophecy” (1:3; 10:11; 19:10; 22:6–7, 10, 18–19). 
According to Paul, “he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to 
men” (1 Cor. 14:3). The prophet speaks God’s Word as a call to obedience in the 
present and immediate future situation in the light of the ultimate future. This prophecy 
was not to be sealed up (22:10) because it is relevant to Christians in every generation. 
John received these prophecies through a series of vivid visions containing symbolic 
images and numbers that echo those found in the prophetic books of the Old Testament. 
John records these visions in the chronological order in which he received them, many of 
them pictures of the same events from different perspectives. He does not, however, 
provide a chronological order in which certain historical events are to occur. For 
example, Jesus is born in chapter 12, is exalted in chapter 5, and is walking in the midst 
of His churches in chapter 1. The beast who attacks the two witnesses in chapter 11 is 
not brought into existence until chapter 13. John records a series of successive visions, 
not a series of consecutive events. 
The Revelation is a cosmic pageant—an elaborate, colorful series of scenes, 
accompanied and interpreted by celestial speakers and singers. The spoken word is 
elevated prose, more poetic than our translations indicate.  
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The music is similar to a cantata. Repeatedly, themes are introduced, later reintroduced, 
combined with other themes, and developed. 
The entire message is “signified” (1:1). This is a key to the understanding of the visions, 
all of which contain figurative language pointing to the spiritual realities in and behind 
historical experience. Signs and symbols are essential because spiritual truth and 
unseen reality must always be communicated to human beings through their senses. 
Symbols point to what is ultimately indescribable. For example, the account of the 
demonic locusts from the abyss (9:1–12) creates a vivid, horrifying impression, even 
though the minute details are not intended to be interpreted. 
One of the unique characteristics of Revelation is its use of four, twelve, and seven. 
Thus, we find four living creatures, four horsemen, and four angels; twelve elders, twelve 
gates to the city of God, twelve foundations, and twelve varieties of fruit on the tree of 
life; and seven churches, seven spirits of God, seven thunders, seven seals, seven 
trumpets, seven bowls, and seven beatitudes. In apocalyptic literature these numbers 
represent completeness and perfection. Conversely, 3 1/2 is a number frequently 
associated with Satan (11:2; 13:5; 42 months or 3 1/2 years); this number symbolizes a 
fracturing and diminishing of God's unity. 
With this in mind, the 144,000 elect in chapter seven should not be taken literally. 
Immediately following this passage (v. 9), John mentions that he saw "a great multitude 
[of the redeemed] which no one could number." Actually, the 144,000 refers to martyrs-
12,000 from each of the twelve tribes of Israel. One hundred and forty-four thousand (a 
multiple of 12,000 times 12) stands for totality. This means that no martyr will fail to see 
God's reward. 
Finally, the number of the beast, 666 (Rev 13:18), probably refers in some way to Nero, 
or more specifically to the idea that Nero would return alive to lead the armies of Satan 
against God. In Hebrew and Greek, letters of the alphabet also served as numbers, and 
in this case the numerical value of "Nero Caesar" amounts to 666, the number of the 
beast. 
 
SOME THEMES TO CONSIDER IN REVELATION- 
First to consider is the message that “the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!” (19:6) This 
theme has been validated in history by the victory of the Lamb who is “Lord of lords and 
King of kings” (17:14). 
Yet, those who follow the Lamb are involved in a continuing spiritual conflict, and 
Revelation provides deeper insight into the nature and tactics of the Enemy. The dragon, 
frustrated by his defeat at the Cross and the consequent restraints placed upon his 
activity, and desperate to thwart the purposes of God before his inevitable doom, 
develops a counterfeit trinity “to make war” on the saints (12:17). The first “beast” or 
monster symbolizes anti-Christian government and political power (13:1–10, 13); and the 
second, anti-Christian religion, philosophy, and ideology (13:11–17). Together they 
produce the ultimately deceptive and seductive anti-Christian secular society, 
commerce, and culture, the harlot Babylon (17, 18), composed of those “who dwell on 
earth.” These thus bear the “mark” of the monster, and their names are not registered in 
“the Lamb’s Book of Life.” The dragon continually delegates his restricted power and 
authority to the monsters and their followers in order to deceive and discourage anyone 
from God’s creative-redemptive purpose. 
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Thus, the grand theme of the Book of Revelation is that of two warring powers, 
specifically God and Satan, and of God's ultimate victory. It would be a mistake to 
consider the two powers as equal in might. God is stronger than Satan, and Satan 
continues his scheming plots only because God permits him to do so. Thus, at the final 
battle Satan and his followers are utterly destroyed-without a contest-by fire from heaven 
(20:7-10). 
John portrays God's majesty and power through two key words. The first is the image of 
the throne. Elsewhere in the New Testament this word is found 15 times, but in 
Revelation it occurs 42 times! The throne stands for the rightful reign of God over the 
course of history. Angelic choruses bow before God's throne and chant, "Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God Almighty" (4:8). 
The second term is Almighty. Outside Revelation this term is found only once in the New 
Testament (2 Cor 6:18), but here it occurs nine times (once as Omnipotent in 19:6). 
Almighty means "without contenders." No matter how fierce and wicked Satan may be, 
he cannot defeat God. In God's time and in His way He will fulfill His promises and 
accomplish His sovereign purpose in history. 
When you look at this book carefully, you notice that about a dozen great prophetic 
themes find their consummation in the book of the Revelation: (1) The Lord Jesus 
Christ (Gen 3:15), whose present rule (Rev 3:21), future triumph over evil, redemption of 
the earth, destruction of the ungodly, and establishment of His earthly kingdom are 
consummated at His second advent (4:1-19:16). Christ's kingdom rule and His ministry 
in the eternal state (chaps. 21-22) constitute the grand fulfillment of all prophecy. (2) The 
church, the Body of Christ (Matt 16:18; 1 Cor 12:13; Rev 2:1-3:22). (3) The 
resurrection and translation of saints (4:1-2). (4) The Great Tribulation (Deut 4:29-
30; Jeremiah 30:5-8; Rev 4:1-19:21). (5) Satan and demon power (Isaiah 14:12-14; 
Ezek 28:11-18; Rev 12:7-12; 16:13; 20:1; etc.). (6) The man of lawlessness (2 
Thessalonians 2:1-8; Rev 13:1-10). (7) The false prophet (Rev 13:11-18). (8) 
Destruction of Gentile world power (Dan 2:31-45; Rev 5:1-19:21). (9) The 
redemption of the earth (Rev 5) with the loosing of the seals, trumpets, and bowls 
(chaps. 6-19). (10) The second coming of Christ (Rev 19:1-10). (11) The judgment of 
sinners (Rev 20:11-15). (12) The first resurrection and the Kingdom age (Rev 20:4-
6). (13) The new heaven and the new earth (Rev 21). (14) The eternal state (chap. 
22). 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 
Nearly every title employed elsewhere in the New Testament to describe the divine-
human nature and the redemptive work of Jesus is mentioned at least once in 
Revelation. Together with numerous additional titles, Revelation provides the only 
multidimensional unveiling of the present position, continuing ministry, and ultimate 
victory of the exalted Christ. 
The central figure in the army of God the King is Jesus Christ. The Book of Revelation 
begins with the words, "The Revelation of Jesus Christ" (1:1). This is not a book of 
revelations, but of one revelation-Jesus Christ. John's first vision is of Christ standing in 
the midst of His churches with eyes like fire (all-seeing), feet like fine brass (all-powerful), 
hair like wool, white as snow (eternal and all-knowing), and with a sharp two-edged 
sword coming out of His mouth (the word of truth). Christ is "the First and the Last" (1:11; 
22:13), whose final promise is "Surely I am coming quickly" (22:20). 
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Throughout the Book of Revelation Christ appears in various images, each illuminating a 
special function or characteristic. He appears as a lion (5:5), representing royal power. 
As a root (5:5; 22:16), He represents Davidic lineage. As the rider on a white horse 
(19:11), He symbolizes victory over evil. Most important is the symbol of the Lamb who 
was slain (5:6). By His sacrifice on the cross, Christ has redeemed humankind (1:5). 
Because of His humble obedience to the will of the Father, He alone is worthy to open 
the sealed book that discloses events to come (5:6-10). 
This Lamb is victorious. He shares in the power of God's throne (7:17). At the end of 
time, He will come in judgment (19:11). Then He will reveal Himself as the Lord of the 
world who was foretold in the Old Testament (2:26; 12:5; 19:15) and the source of new 
life with God in the heavenly Jerusalem (21:22; 22:1). 
In its own way, each metaphor tells an important truth about Christ. Christ is before all 
things, and all things were created in Him and for Him. This is the abiding message of 
Revelation: Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the hopes of believers, no matter how grim 
circumstances may appear. 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 
The description of the Holy Spirit as “the seven Spirits of God” (1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6) is 
distinct in the New Testament. The number seven is a symbolic, qualitative number 
conveying the idea of completeness and, when related to God, the idea of perfection. In 
essence, the term means “the seven-fold nature” of the one Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is 
thus denoted in terms of the perfection of His dynamic, manifold activity. The “seven 
lamps of fire” (4:5) suggest His illuminating, purifying, and energizing ministries. That the 
seven Spirits are before the throne (1:4; 4:5), and simultaneously are the seven eyes of 
the Lamb (5:6), signifies the essential trinity of God, who has revealed Himself as Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.  
Each of the messages to the seven churches is from the exalted Lord, yet the individual 
members are urged to hear “what the Spirit says” (2; 3). The Spirit only says what the 
Lord Jesus says. 
The Spirit is thus the Spirit of prophecy. Every genuine prophecy is inspired by the Holy 
Spirit and bears witness to Jesus (19:10). The prophetic visions are communicated to 
John only when he is “in the Spirit” (1:10; 4:2; 21:10). The content of these visions is 
nothing less than “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:1). 
“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ ” (22:17). All genuine prophecy demands a 
response. The Spirit is working continuously in and through the church to invite those 
who remain outside the City of God to enter. Only by the empowering of the Spirit is the 
bride enabled to witness and “patiently endure.” The Spirit thus injects into the present 
experience of believers a foretaste of the kingdom’s future fulfillment. 
 
KEY WORD, VERSE(S), & CHAPTER- 
My key word comes right from the text itself: THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST.  
Advocates of all four interpretive approaches to Revelation (discussed above) agree that 
it was written to assure the recipients of the ultimate triumph of Christ over all who rise 
up against Him and His saints. People in the midst of severe persecution needed to be 
encouraged to persevere by standing firm in Christ in view of God’s plan for the 
righteous and the wicked. 
 
As to my key verse and chapter I chose Revelation 19:11 as my key verse because it is 
what we all look forward to: the day justice comes to this earth and all is vindicated as it 
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should be- and that by the one who is merciful and just!  I could not pick just one 
chapter, though.  To me, the book is summed up in its culminating chapters.  That is why 
I chose: Revelation 19-22.  When the end of history is fully understood, its impact 
radically affects the present. In my key chapters the plans of God for the last days and 
for all of eternity are recorded in explicit terms. 
 
AND NOW A WORKING OUTLINE OF THE ENTIRE BOOK! 
I realize that we have covered the basic questions we normally do as in all the other 
books we have studied.  However, you may have noticed that we did not give our 
customary outline.  I believe that many do not understand this book and do not get as 
much out of it as they can because they simply can’t “put all the info together”.  For the 
last part of our intensive study, we will look at a “working outline” of the entire book; 
surveying it and helping you see it’s meaning. 
 
THE REVELATION 
Prologue 1:1–8. This book is a revelation by and of Jesus. The phrase “must shortly 
take place” uses a word indicating rapid execution.  The phrase in verse 3 tells us that 
Revelation was intended for public reading in congregations, a practice the early church 
adopted from the synagogue. 
John intends this letter for the seven major centers of Christianity in Asia Minor. His 
greeting is a typical one, including a blessing and also a clue to the thrust of his letter. 
Jesus’ return will not take place in a far corner of the world. When He comes, all will 
know Him, “even they who pierced Him” (v. 7). Those who have opposed God’s people, 
joined with the spirit of Antichrist (1 John 2:18), and refused to repent will now cry for the 
rocks to cover them (Luke 23:30; Rev. 6:16).  All will see Jesus Christ for who He is, 
Lord of All! 
 
I. The letters to the seven churches 1:9–3:22. 
   A. The setting: One like the Son of Man (1:9–20). John’s vision came on the island 
of Patmos, a rocky and desolate speck in the Aegean Sea, used by the Roman 
government as a penal colony. John had been sentenced there because of “the word of 
God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (9). 
John turns to see from where the voice instructing him comes, and sees a scene full of 
reminders of the Old Testament worship center. As in the tabernacle and temple, there 
are lamp stands and among them a person in priestly clothing. The person himself is 
described in terms that reflect Old Testament visions of God, and John falls at His feet, 
stunned by His splendor. The figure identifies Himself as the glorified Jesus (1:17–20). 
There is a constant repetition of “seven” in this chapter and throughout the book. It is 
generally agreed that seven indicates completeness or perfection. Thus the “seven 
Spirits” of verse 4 is taken to represent the Holy Spirit, and the “seven lamp stands” to 
indicate heaven, the true worship center of which the Old Testament tabernacle was 
merely a copy. The selection of seven churches is taken to indicate that in some way 
they, or the messages to them, sum up what God has to say to all His people. 
 
   B. The letters (2:1–3:22). There is no doubt these churches did exist in John’s day, in 
what is now Turkey. There were, however, many other churches in Asia Minor. 
Apparently these seven were selected because of conditions that existed in each 
congregation and because of the need created by those conditions for a special word 
from God. The letters deal with lovelessness (2:1–7), persecution (2:8–11), compromise 
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(2:12–17), corruption (2:18–29), lifelessness (3:1–6), faithfulness (3:7–13), and apathy 
(3:14–22). 
 
II. The seven seals 4:1–8:1. 
   A. The setting (4:1–5:14). 
    1. The throne of God (4:1–11). Now John is brought up into heaven itself, to be shown 
“what must take place after this”. The sight that draws John’s eyes is a great throne (2), 
such as kings and judges use when making official pronouncements. A transparent 
crystal rainbow circles the throne, reflecting prismatic colors. Twenty-four smaller 
thrones circle the central one, each occupied by a crowned “elder” dressed in white. 
Thunder rumbles and lightning flashes from the central throne, while blazing lamps 
identified as the sevenfold Spirit of God obscure the dazzling person seated there (5–6). 
Standing close to the throne, surrounding it, are four “living creatures.” They have the 
same aspects as the creatures described in Ezekiel 1:10–28. Each constantly worships 
the Lord (8). The twenty-four elders join in the praise, prostrating themselves before the 
one on the throne. 
    2. The Lamb and the scroll (5:1–14). John sees that the still indistinct figure on the 
throne holds a document in His right hand. It is covered with writing and sealed with 
seven seals (v. 1). The seals are stamped wax impressions, which authenticate a first-
century document. Roman law directed that a will should be sealed by seven seals of 
seven witnesses. 
No one is found who is worthy to open this document (vv. 2–4) until a voice announces 
the triumphant Lion of Judah, the Root of David. Each is an Old Testament designation 
of the Messiah, who is from the tribe of Judah and David’s royal line (see Is. 11:1). 
Now the Lamb appears. This particular word for “lamb” is used exclusively in the New 
Testament of the resurrected Jesus (6). Now too a new theme is introduced in the praise 
of the living creatures and elders. They earlier praised God as Creator (4:11). Now the 
Lamb is praised because “You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood” 
(v. 9). At the return of Christ and the revelation of the Lord of glory coming to establish 
His throne on earth, the heavens will sing a song of praise to the One who is worthy. 
That song will be picked up by all the hosts of heaven (v. 11), and then by every creature 
on earth (13).  Jesus is coming again.  As we join our voices with the continual song of 
praise around His throne, we share in the final victory of our God over every power of sin 
and every remnant of resistance to His kingdom. 
 
   B. The seals (6:1–8:1). As the Lamb breaks the seals, great disasters strike the earth. 
    1. First seal: white horse (6:1–2). This horseman goes forth to conquer. 
    2. Second seal: red horse (6:3–4). Horseman is released to mount warfare (1–4). 
    3. Third seal: black horse (6:5–6). This brings famine. 
    4. Fourth seal: pale horse (6:7–8). All sorts of devastating plagues destroy a quarter of 
the earth. 
    5. Fifth seal: souls under the altar (6:9–11). John sees thousands “slain for the word of 
God” who call out to God to avenge them (9–10). They are “under the altar,” the place 
where the blood of Old Testament sacrifices was poured out. 
    6. Sixth seal: cosmic catastrophe (6:12–17). Nature itself is jolted, and the fabric of the 
universe begins to tear (12–14). The seven groups listed in verse 15 represent the seven 
classes which made up first-century society, and thus show that all mankind is stricken 
by the judgments. 
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     a. First interlude: 144,000 sealed (7:1–8). On earth, judgment is held back until an 
angel can put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of God (vv. 1–3). The “seal” in the 
first century would speak of the tattoo worn by a slave or soldier or member of a guild. It 
was a mark of ownership, which here identifies the bearers as God’s servants. There are 
144,000 who are sealed. Their Jewish origin is emphasized in the text (4–8). 
     b. Second interlude: a great multitude (7:9–17). Back in heaven, John sees an 
uncountable multitude “of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues” gathered before the 
throne to praise the Lamb (9–10). 
Their worship is joined by the angels, the elders, and the living creatures (7:11–12). One 
of the elders tells John they are those “who [have] come out of the great tribulation” (13–
15) and now possess great blessings (15–17). 
    7. Seventh seal: silence in heaven (8:1). The breaking of the seventh seal brings a 
hushed silence, an ominous pause that lasts for half an hour. 
 
III. The seven trumpets 8:2–11:18. 
   A. The setting: the golden altar (8:2–6). Then seven angels standing before the 
throne are given trumpets (v. 2).  Before the trumpets sound, however, another angel 
beside the altar offers incense and the prayers of the saints up to God. The prayers 
ascend and immediately the angel takes coals of fire from the altar and hurls them to the 
earth, accompanied by thunder, lightning and earthquakes (3–5). 
   B. The trumpets (8:7–11:18). Now the angels begin to sound their trumpets in 
sequence. As each sounds, a fresh judgment strikes the reeling earth. 
    1. The first trumpet: earth (8:7). A third of the land area is devastated by fire. 
    2. Second trumpet: sea (8:8–9). A third of the seas are polluted. 
    3. Third trumpet: river (8:10–11). A third of the fresh waters are made bitter, taking 
many lives. 
    4. Fourth trumpet: sun (8:12). The sun and moon and even the stars darken. 
    5. Fifth trumpet: first woe—demonic locusts (8:13–9:12). As John watches, a great 
vulture (not “eagle”) drifts through the gloom-shrouded skies, crying out in a loud voice, 
“Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth” (8:13). 
The judgment of the two trumpets described in chapter nine are called woes. The first 
woe comes as the Abyss is opened (9:1–2). This “bottomless pit” was considered to be a 
prison for demons and disobedient spirits. The creatures released are described as 
locusts, which sting like scorpions, and are given power to torment men (3–6). The 
description seems to indicate they are more than insects (7–11). 
    6. Sixth trumpet: second woe—cavalry (9:13–21). A mounted cavalry is released to kill 
a third of mankind (9:13–16). The mounts are no natural animals, for they have leonine 
heads and breathe out sulfurous flames (17–19). 
Despite these two awesome woes, the survivors of mankind refuse to turn to God, or to 
repent of their idolatry and immorality (20–21). 
     a. First interlude: the little scroll (10:1–11). John sees a mighty angel coming down 
from heaven. He holds a small scroll which has been opened (vv. 1–2). Part of the 
angel’s message is not to be shared (3–4). But John reports that the angel announces 
that now, at last, history is about to close (5–8). John eats the little scroll and stands 
ready to “prophesy again” (9–11). 
     b. Second interlude: two witnesses (11:1–14). In the final moments of human history, 
two witnesses will be raised up to testify of Jesus Christ, and then the end comes. This 
pictures the church in its most glorious moment, most heated battle, and most 
dangerous hour. Our Lord will come to judge the world of sin and reward His people. 



	   9	  

Very specific time periods are specified. These correspond with time periods in Daniel 9 
and 12. He sees Jerusalem trampled for forty-two months (vv. 1–2) and two unnamed 
witnesses prophesy for 1,260 days (3). They are divinely protected from their enemies 
and given power to bring drought and plagues (5–6). 
When they have finished the work God set for them, “the beast that ascends out of the 
bottomless pit” attacks and kills them (7). The world rejoices as the witnesses lie dead in 
the streets of Jerusalem (8–10). Then after three-and-a-half days, they are resurrected 
and called up to heaven in a cloud as their enemies look on (11–12). Their departure is 
marked by earthquakes and destruction, which so terrify the survivors that they 
acknowledge God’s hand (13). This marks the passing of the second woe (14). 
    7. Seventh trumpet: third woe—voices in heaven (11:15–18). God is about to take His 
kingdom. 
 
IV. The seven signs 11:19–15:4. 
   A. The setting: the ark of the covenant (11:19). 
   B. The signs (12:1–15:4). Now John reports a vision that appears in the heavens and 
is clearly identified as a “sign” (v. 1). 
    1. The woman, dragon, child, Michael (12:1–17). The vision is of a pregnant woman, 
about to give birth. A dragon (Satan) seeks to devour the child who “was to rule all 
nations with a rod of iron” (2–4). The child is snatched up to heaven and the woman 
hides in the desert. Again a 1,260—day period is specified (5–6). 
John then observes a war in heaven, in which Satan and his angels are hurled down to 
earth (7–9). 
Then a voice announces from heaven that “salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of 
our God… have come” (10). Satan is overcome but furiously strikes out “because he 
knows that he has a short time” (11–12). 
The dragon seeks to destroy the woman who gave birth to the child, but she is safely 
hidden by God (13–16). The raging dragon turns to make open war on those who “have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ” (12:17). 
    2. The beast from the sea (13:1–10). Now John watches as a horned beast emerges 
from the sea (v. 1). His shape reflects the form given Gentile world powers in Daniel 7. 
This beast is energized by Satan and followed by a worshiping world (2–4). 
Again the forty-two-month period is specified. During it the beast holds power and makes 
war on the saints (5–10). 
    3. The beast from the earth (13:11–18). John then sees another beast, emerging this 
time from the earth. He resembles a lamb but speaks like the dragon (11). He performs 
miracles to authenticate the claims of the first beast (12–14) and forces the people of the 
beast to worship his image (15–17). The “number” of this beast is given as 666. 
    4. The Lamb and the 144,000 (14:1–5). Next, John’s sees the Lamb, returned to earth 
and standing on Mount Zion (v. 1). The 144,000 are with Him and are honored for their 
total commitment in following Him (2–5). 
    5. Four proclamations (14:6–13). At this point three angels are seen. The first 
announces to all humanity the Good News (gospel) (6–7). The second announces the 
fall of Babylon the Great (8). The third announces the endless doom and torment of all 
who worship the beast and exhorts patient endurance on the part of the saints (9–13). 
Then a voice from heaven is heard, pronouncing a blessing on the dead “who die in the 
Lord from now on” (13). 
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    6. The final harvest (14:14–20). When John looks up, he sees a figure, crowned and 
seated on a cloud (14). Angels, equipped for harvest, cry out to Him. The gathering and 
the trampling out begin, and blood gushes from the city for a distance of some 180 miles! 
    7. The seven angels and the song of the Lamb (15:1–4). Again John peers into 
heaven and sees seven angels who will bear the “seven last plagues” that complete 
God’s wrath (15:1). God is praised for His holiness and the vindication of His name that 
will come when at last all nations must prostrate themselves before Him (15:2–4). 
 
V. The seven bowls 15:5–16:21. 
   A. The setting: the tent of witness (15:5–16:1). On command seven angels pour out 
the bowls of wrath on the earth. 
   B. Seven bowls (16:2–21). 
    1. First bowl: earth (16:2). Sores break out on the followers of the beast. 
    2. The second bowl: sea (16:3). All living things in the sea die. 
    3. Third bowl: rivers (16:4–7). All the fresh waters turn to blood. 
    4. Fourth bowl: sun (16:8–9). The sun flares and sears the earth. 
    5. Fifth bowl: throne of the beast (16:10–11). Darkness and anguish follow. 
    6. Sixth bowl: Euphrates (16:12). The river is dried up. 
Interlude: three unclean spirits (16:13–16). Finally demons are loosed to move the 
leaders of all the nations to gather for battle against God (14). The armies gather and 
assemble at a place called in Scripture Armageddon (15–16). 
    7. Seventh bowl: the cities of the nations (16:17–21). The earthquakes and natural 
disasters destroy the cities. 
 
VI. The seven spectacles 17:1–20:3. 
   A. The setting: a wilderness (17:1–3). John is now shown the punishment of 
someone identified as the “great harlot” who commits adulteries with the kings of the 
earth (1–2). 
   B. The spectacles (17:3–20:3). 
    1. The woman on a scarlet beast (17:3–5). 
    2. The mystery of the woman and the beast (17:6–18). The woman is drunk “with the 
blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus” (6). The angel explains 
the mystery, again identifying the beast as the Antichrist (7–8). Aspects of the beast with 
symbolic meaning are explained (9–15). The woman, identified as “that great city which 
reigns over the kings of the earth,” will in time be destroyed by the beast, who wants sole 
possession of all power (16–18). 
    3. Seven voices: Babylon fallen (18:1–19:10). Now an angel with great authority 
shouts out his announcement. Babylon the Great has fallen (18:1–3). In counterpart, a 
voice from heaven calls on God’s people to “come out of her,” for she is doomed to be 
consumed by fire (4–8). The kings and merchants of the earth who profited from 
relationship with Babylon will mourn (9–20). But Babylon will be overthrown with great 
violence (21–24). Of particular note is the repeated phrase “in one hour” (cf. vv. 10, 17, 
19). The destruction of Babylon will be swift and complete. 
The final sequence is about to be played out. John hears the massed, triumphant shout 
of heavenly multitudes, praising God for His victory over the great prostitute (19:1–5). He 
then hears a joyous announcement: God reigns, and the “marriage of the Lamb” has 
come at last (6–10). With the final battle about to commence, and the absolute liberation 
of earth immediately before us, the song of victory and voice of the multitude can be 
heard. The themes are familiar: salvation belongs to Him, His judgments are righteous, 
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and the awaited time of the bridegroom receiving His bride is here. This joyous 
conclusion to our world as we know it offers hope to every Christian in every nation. We 
rejoice and look to the great Day when all things are finished. 
     4. King of kings and Lord of lords (19:11–16). At this, heaven stands open and Christ 
appears as a rider on a white horse, with the armies of heaven following Him.  The 
ferocious wrath of God comes to judge sin and the source of every war among nations, 
every pathogen of every disease afflicting humanity, every wicked separation that brings 
about ruined homes and people, every bondage that destroys individuals, and death 
itself. God Himself will destroy everything that has opposed Him and brought death and 
destruction to people, and finally He will establish His kingdom forever. 
     5. The supper of the great God (19:17–18). The birds are called to come, to feast on 
the flesh of the armies gathered to war against God. 
    6. The war (19:19–21). In the clash which follows the earthly armies are destroyed, 
and the beast and false prophet thrown “alive into the lake of fire burning with 
brimstone.” 
    7. Satan bound (20:1–3). This chapter picks up and continues from chapter 19. Satan 
is said to be chained in the Abyss, captive there for a thousand years, and unable to 
deceive the nations anymore. Satan will be bound for one thousand years by an angel 
assigned to the task. This future act will result in the establishing of Christ’s kingdom on 
earth without interference and will begin at the time of His return. 
 
VII. The seven sights of the consummation 20:4–22:5. 
   A. The setting (20:4–10). 
    1. Living and reigning with Christ (20:4–6). Those who were martyred during the rule 
of the beast came to life and “reigned with Christ for a thousand years” in a “first 
resurrection” which is distinct from the final resurrection. 
    2. Satan released to deceive (20:7–10). After the thousand-year period has passed, 
Satan is released. He again succeeds in deceiving the nations which surround 
Jerusalem to war against God’s people (7–9). 
The last rebellion is as futile as the rest. Fire from heaven destroys the armies, and the 
devil is thrown into the lake of burning sulphur to be “tormented day and night forever 
and ever” (9–10). The final destination of the devil and those who follow him, resisting 
God’s plan on earth, is the lake of fire (vv. 10, 15). Their torment is eternal. God’s 
decision to punish those who oppose Him is final. The rejection of Christ brings eternal 
damnation, but the grace of God available to all who would place their faith in Christ is 
indestructible. 
   B. The scenes (20:11–22:5). The physical universe dissolves, and all the dead are 
called to stand before God. 
    1. The great white throne (20:11). 
    2. The last judgment (20:12–15). Those not written in the Book of Life are judged 
“according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.” All whose 
names are not written in the Book of Life fall short, and are condemned to the lake of 
fire. 
    3. The new heaven and new earth (21:1). 
    4. The New Jerusalem (21:2–8). A New Jerusalem made of jewels and transparent 
gold, a foursquare some 1400 miles square, drifts in the sky over the refashioned earth. 
This is the inheritance of the children of God. 
    5. The bride of the Lamb (21:9–21). The bride is described in the terms of the 
heavenly city. 
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    6. The light of God’s presence (21:22–27). The city contains no temple. None is 
needed, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are there, and all mankind will walk in 
the light of their presence. Peopling this new universe are those whose names are 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
    7. Paradise regained (22:1–5). A final vision of the new heavens and earth reveals a 
crystal river, flowing from God’s throne. Its current carries it down the middle of the great 
street of the city, watering trees whose fruit and leaves mean healing for once-cursed 
humanity. The redeemed will walk in this city of God, serving Him, seeing His face. In the 
light shed by His presence they will rule with Him, forever and ever. 
 
Epilogue 22:6–21. 
   A. Seven confirming witnesses (22:6–17). John concludes his report, 
communicating both a warning and a promise. Jesus announces, “Behold, I am coming 
quickly!” The blessings of this book are carefully reserved for all who have washed their 
robes (in the blood of the Lamb). 
   B. Final warning and assurance (22:18–20). The last words of the book, which are 
the last words of our Bible, sum up the hope of Christians throughout the ages. 
“Surely I am coming quickly,” sounds the promise. 
And all the saints gladly reply: 
“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” 
   C. Benediction (22:21). 
 
 
 


