
MATTHEW (Teacherʼs Edition) 
Part One: The Presentation of the King (1:1--4:11) 
I. The Advent ot the King  1:1--2:23  
II. The Announcer of the King  3:1-12  
III. The Approval of the King  3:13--4:11  
Part Two: The Proclamation of the King (4:12--7:29) 
I. The Background for the Sermon 4:12-25  
II. The Sermon on the Mount  5:1--7:29  
Part Three: The Power of the King (8:1--11:1) 
I. The Demonstration of the King's Power 8:1--9:34  
II. The Delegation of the King's Power  9:35--11:1  
Part Four: The Progressive Rejection of the King (11:2--16:12) 
I. The Beginning of Rejection           11:2-30  
II. The Rejection of Christ by the Pharisees 12  
III. The Consequences of the Rejection  13:1-53  
IV. The Continuing Rejection of the King 13:54--16:12  
Part Five: The Preparation of the King's Disciples (16:13--20:28) 
I. Revelation of Great Truths           16:13--17:13  
II. The Instruction in View of Rejection  17:14--20:28  
Part Six: The Presentation and Rejection of the King (20:29--27:66) 
I. The Blind Men Recognize the King  20:29-34  
II. The Public Presentation of the King  21:1-17  
III. The Nation Respects the King  21:18--22:46  
IV. The King Rejects the Nation  23  
V. The Predictions of the King's Second Coming 24:1--25:46 
VI. The Passion of the King                     26:1--27:66  
Part Seven: The Proof of the King (28:1-20) 
I. The Empty Tomb                              28:1-8  
II. The Appearance of Jesus to the Women  28:9-10  
III. The Bribery of the Soldiers                     28:11-15  
IV. The Appearance of Jesus to the Disciples  28:16-17  
V. The Great Commission                     28:18-20  
 
A SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT THE BOOK: 
Matthew has had perhaps a greater influence on Christian worship and literature 
than any other New Testament writing. For 17 centuries the church took its 
readings for Sundays and Holy Days from Matthew, drawing from the other 
gospels only where it felt Matthew was insufficient. 
Matthew offers the most systematic arrangement of Jesus' teaching in the New 
Testament, and the early church used it heavily for its instruction of converts. 
Because of its emphasis on the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, Matthew 
is well suited as the opening book of the New Testament. In it the promises of 
God are recalled and their fulfillment in Jesus Christ is announced. 
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AUTHOR- 
This gospel does not identify its author, but early church tradition attributes it to 
Matthew, the apostle and former tax collector.  Apart from his name and 
occupation, that is all we know about him.  Tradition states that for fifteen years 
following the Resurrection he preached in Palestine and conducted missionary 
crusades in other nations. 
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
We are not sure exactly when Matthew was written, as many believe it was the 
first of the Gospels.  It is true that early church writings show extensive use of the 
book.  The problem exists in that it seems apparent that Matthew (and Luke) 
borrowed much from the Gospel of Mark (601 of Mark's 678 verses appear in 
Matthew).  Internally in the book, the ongoing tension between Jew and Gentile 
suggests that it was written in a period when Judaism and Christianity still 
overlapped.  All this brings us to a reasonable date of between A.D. 50-65 for its 
writing. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
The purpose of Matthew is evident in the structure of his book, which groups the 
teachings and deeds of Jesus into five divisions.  The five-fold structure, common 
in Judaism, may reveal Matthewʼs purpose of showing Jesus as the fulfillment of 
the Law.  Each division concludes with the refrain, “And when Jesus had ended 
these sayings” (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). 
Section one begins with Jesus' baptism by John, His temptation, and the 
beginnings of His Galilean ministry (chaps. 3-4). The Sermon on the Mount 
(chaps. 5-7) follows; in it Jesus sets forth a new system of ethics, both individual 
and social, for the kingdom. Throughout the Sermon, Jesus contrasts the law, 
which was given by Moses, with the kingdom, which is present in Himself-
showing the superiority of the kingdom. He highlights the contrast with two 
recurring phrases, "You have heard that it was said to those of old...but I say to 
you."  Section two begins with a series of miracles by Jesus (chaps. 8-9), 
continues with Jesus' teaching to His disciples concerning mission and suffering 
(chap. 10), and ends with the refrain (11:1). Section three contains stories that 
emphasize the difference between the ways of the kingdom and the ways of the 
world (chaps. 11-12) and parables on the nature of the kingdom (chap. 13). The 
refrain is repeated in 13:53, thus concluding the section.  Section four features 
further miracles, debates, and conflicts from Jesus' ministry (chaps 14-17). It 
concludes with words of counsel directed by Jesus to His disciples about the 
Christian life (chap. 18). The section ends at 19:1. Section five is set in 
Jerusalem, and it recounts clashes between Jesus and the religious leaders 
(chaps. 19-22).  
In the discourses that follow, Jesus denounces the scribes and Pharisees (chap. 
23), teaches of the end times (chap. 24), and tells three parables on judgment 
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(chap. 25). The final refrain occurs in 26:1, and leads into the account of the 
betrayal, arrest, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus. 
Except at the beginning and end, Matthewʼs arrangement is not chronological 
and not strictly biographical.  It reveals the more of the ultimate purpose of this 
Gospel.  It seems to have been written to convince Jewish readers that Jesus is 
the Messiah. First, the author makes no attempt to translate or explain Jewish 
words and practices. Also, the gospel quotes more frequently from the Old 
Testament (41 times) than does any other gospel. Most important, however, 
Jesus is portrayed as a descendant of the three greatest personalities of the Old 
Testament, although he surpasses them. Matthew traces Jesus' genealogy back 
to Abraham (1:2), the father of the faith. 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus appears as a royal teacher whose authority 
exceeds that of Moses, the founder of the faith. And Jesus fulfills the hopes of 
David, the greatest king of Israel. He is born in Bethlehem (mentioned five times 
in chap. 2), and like David he appears as a king (19:28). He is frequently 
recognized as "the son of David" (9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 21:9,15), although in truth 
He is David's "Lord" (22:41-46). 
Matthew appealed to a Jewish audience, but not exclusively. The visit of the wise 
men from the (Gentile) East (2:1-12) hints of the gospel's rejection by the Jews 
and its acceptance by the Gentiles (21:43; also 4:15-16; 8:5-13; 12:18-21; 
13:38). Furthermore the Great Commission-the command to "make disciples of 
all the nations" (28:19)-indicates an interest beyond the confines of Judaism. We 
can conclude that Matthew was written to Jews and Jewish Christians to show 
that Jesus is the promised Messiah of the Old Testament. It also shows that the 
gospel does not lead to narrow Jewish concerns (chap. 23), but out into the 
Gentile world. 
 
BASIC THEMES IN MATTHEW- 
To reiterate and expand on a point above, Matthew seems definitely to have 
written to confirm persecuted Jewish believers in their faith and to reconcile them 
in their thinking that the gospel was not a rejection of OT prophecies but rather 
an outworking of the great promises of the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants. 
The Jews needed clear demonstration of the Messiahʼs Person and work and to 
have objections removed that hindered unbelieving Jews. The writer 
accomplishes this purpose by proving the kingship of the predicted divine-human 
Messiah; that He fulfilled OT predictions in His Person and work; that He 
produced the credentials of Israelʼs King and announced teachings of the 
kingdom; and His Person and work were rejected by the nation; that He 
announced a new program, His death, resurrection, and second advent; and that 
after this present age of His building the church, He will return to set up His 
kingdom. It is thus uniquely the gospel for the Jews. 
One of Matthew's main subjects, though, is the "kingdom of heaven" or "kingdom 
of God." This kingdom is mentioned 51 times in the Gospel of Matthew, twice as 
often as in any other gospel. The kingdom is already here in Jesus (12:28), but it 
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is not yet fulfilled (13:43; 25:34).  Where the King is personally, the Kingdom is 
presently.  The kingdom cannot be earned (19:23); it can be received only by 
those who recognize that they do not deserve it (5:3; 21:31) and a person enters 
the kingdom not by saying the right words, but by doing "the will of My father in 
heaven" (7:21). 
The kingdom extends like a fishing net, gathering people from every part of 
society (13:47), offering new life in the life-changing presence of God (8:11). The 
kingdom is more valuable than a precious gem (13:45-46), and it excludes any 
and all competitors for its allegiance (6:33).  
The kingdom of God means the rule or reign of God-in the entire universe, in the 
world, and in our hearts. The primary indication of the presence of the kingdom in 
the world is the transformation of life in power through forgiveness of sin, healing 
of sickness, breaking of demonic bondage and release from oppression.  Jesus 
pointedly stated that His dominion over demons proves that the kingdom is 
present and that the Holy Spirit is also present empowering Him to do the works 
of the kingdom- works we are then told we should do to also testify of the 
kingdomʼs coming.  The kingdom lifestyle, therefore, is power-filled but not 
power-hungry.  Furthermore, kingdom living is unselfish, non-judgmental, and 
free from slavery to material concerns.  The message of the Kingdom, then, is to 
be spread by equipped and commissioned messengers preaching the same 
message the King spoke, doing the same wonders the King did, and facing the 
same opposition the King faced.  This propagating of the Kingdom leads to the 
pivotal point of the establishment of His church. 
Matthew has a special interest in the church, which by the time this gospel was 
written had become the dominant factor in the lives of Christians. Indeed, 
Matthew is the only gospel to mention the word "church" (16:18; 18:17).  The 
church, we are taught, is: 1) founded on a clear confession of who Jesus is- the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God (16:13-17), 2) established with authority and 
dominion over dark powers, which “the keys of the kingdom” grant to His 
followers, and 3) grounded in a clear understanding that His Cross is the 
fountainhead of kingdom life and power (16:20-27; 26:52-54). 
 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
Considering what we have just discussed regarding the Kingdom and 
understanding the purpose of the Gospels, my key word is the phrase: Jesus the 
King.  Matthew validates, through all the OT quotes, Jesus claim to be who He 
was: the Messiah, or Anointed One. 
 
KEY VERSE(S) AND CHAPTER- 
The key verse I chose backs up the key word and is the most important 
“admission” in life: Matthew 16:16-19.  My key chapter is a more involved 
discussion and involves the turning point of the book.  This comes in Matthew 12 
when the Pharisees, acting as leaders of the nation, formally reject Jesus as the 
Messiah.  It is from this point on that Jesusʼ ministry changes with His new 
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teaching of parables, more attention given to His disciples, and His repetition of 
the statement that His death is now near. 
 
HOW JESUS IS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 Jesus is revealed as the fulfillment of OT prophecy- the Messiah who was 
to come 

 Jesus refers to Himself as the “Son of Man” again a messianic reference 
(see Dan 7:13-14; Matt 17:12, 22; 20:28; 26:24; 13:41; 16:27, etc.) 

 Jesus is referred to as Son of God, underscoring His Deity.  He is THE 
SON who does not need mediated relationship with the Father 

 Jesus is Lord and Teacher of the new community, the Church 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 The Holy Spiritʼs activity is evident in the dreams, visions, revealing of 
angels, etc, all at the beginning of the book 

 Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 Jesus was filled with the Spirit before He began His ministry 
 Jesus was led by the Spirit and healed and cast out demons by that same 

Spirit 
 Jesus will baptize people in the Spirit 

 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS- 
I will here have a radical departure from our regular format.  What we will learn 
now is a key to understanding each Gospel.  The truths here will result in an 
appreciation of the common teachings of the first three Gospels and make you 
aware of the different truths and applications we will see in the last Gospel. 
In essence, the Gospels are the four accounts at the beginning of the New 
Testament about the saving work of God in His Son Jesus Christ. 
The gospels present Jesus in such a way that the reader realizes that God acted 
uniquely in Him. The authors of the gospels wrote not only to communicate 
knowledge about Jesus as a person, but also to call us to commitment to Him as 
Lord. 
The gospels produce four distinctive portraits of Jesus rather than an exact 
photographic likeness. Thus, there are four gospels (accounts) of the one gospel 
(the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ). 
If one sets the four gospels side by side, it becomes apparent that Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke have much in common. Each gospel arranges its material in a 
similar fashion, and each gospel casts the life of Jesus within the framework of a 
Galilean ministry that extended from Jesus' baptism to His death, with emphasis 
on His final days in the flesh. 
The similarity of the gospels also includes their content. The first three gospels 
recount many of the same incidents or teachings, and often in the same or 
related wording. A glance, for example, at the baptism of Jesus as related by 
Matthew (3:13-17), Mark (1:9-11), and Luke (3:21-22) will quickly demonstrate 
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their agreement. Because of this similarity in arrangement, content, and wording, 
the first three gospels are called synoptic gospels (from the Greek synopsis, "a 
seeing together"). 
The Gospel of John presents a more independent account of Christ. John's 
relationship to the first three gospels can be considered only after a thorough 
discussion of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 
It would be a mistake to imply that John is radically different from the other 
gospels and deserves no consideration with them. All four gospels portray Jesus 
Christ through selected events in His life, climaxing in His death and resurrection. 
But John features an independent, unique presentation of Jesus. In the 
synoptics, Jesus' ministry lasts less than a year, and is conducted mainly in 
Galilee; in John it extends to three or more years and centers more often in 
Judea. 
The synoptics present Jesus as a man of action who paints word pictures for His 
hearers; John, however, portrays longer, less picturesque, and more speculative 
discourse coming from Jesus, and comparatively little action. In the synoptics, 
Jesus teaches in parables-nearly 60 in all-but in John no parables exist. In the 
synoptics, Jesus teaches mainly about the kingdom of God, whereas in John he 
teaches about Himself. In the synoptics, Jesus often demands silence of those 
who behold His miracles, but in John miracles are signs revealing Jesus and His 
mission. 
These facts are sufficient to indicate that the synoptics present basically one 
perspective on the life of Jesus and that the Gospel of John presents another 
perspective, achieved most probably by profound meditation on the meaning of 
Jesus Christ Himself. 
 
TRUTH & APPLICATION- 

Developing a message from Matthew 7:13-23 
Vs 13 & 14: It is easier to go to hell than people want to admit.  There is a narrow 
way and few will truly be saved- this implies only those who truly look will find 
salvation 
Vs 15-23: 
1) We should make it a life-style to beware of false spiritual leaders 
2) People are distinguished by their fruit- if the fruit is bad, so is the tree.  Two 
different words are used for 'good' and two for 'bad'.  The meaning is instructive: 
Every good1 tree bears good2 fruit is stating that: every (1) "inwardly good; 
practically and morally good" person or "person of a good nature" lives a life that 
is (2) "good in appearance, pleasing, praiseworthy, attractive- perceived as 
having value, and useful, making a direct impression as good." 
Every bad1 tree bears bad2 fruit is stating: every (1) "rotten, corrupt, poor 
quality (this word is used of over-ripe fruit good for nothing but the trash)" person 
lives a life that (2) "is in deliberate defiance of moral law for personal gain without 
regard of consequences to others"; a life "not content unless it is corrupting 
others as well". 
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Hence, there is no way a person can be considered good whose life 
demonstrates a disregard for the law of the Lord and others. 
3) We can therefore absolutely "know" (meaning, 'come to a fuller, clearer and 
more thorough knowing') where people are truly at in their hearts by their moral 
life.  Hence, Jesus goes on to distinguish works that 'look good' from those that 
are the outflow of the inner life (vs 20-23). 
4) The person who makes it to heaven is the one who has inward and outward 
goodness, ie., they do the will of the Father who is in heaven. 


