
MARK (Teacherʼs Edition): 
Part One: The Presentation of the Servant (1:1--2:12) 
I. The Forerunner of the Servant  1:1-8  
II. The Baptism of the Servant  1:9-11  
III. The Temptation of the Servant  1:12-13  
IV. The Mission of the Servant  1:14--2:12  
 
Part Two: The Opposition to the Servant (2:13--8:26) 
I. The Initial Opposition to the Servant  2:13--3:35  
II. The Parables of the Servant  4:1-34  
III. The Miracles of the Servant  4:35--5:43  
IV. The Growing Opposition to the Servant  6:1--8:26  
 
Part Three: The Instruction by the Servant (8:27--10:52) 
I. Peter's Confession of Christ  8:27-33  
II. Cost of Discipleship  8:34--9:1  
III. The Transfiguration  9:2-13  
IV. Demon-possessed Son Is Delivered  9:14-29  
V. Jesus Foretells His Death  9:30-32  
VI. Jesus Teaches to Prepare the Disciples  9:33--10:45  
VII. Blind Bartimaeus Is Healed  10:46-52  
 
Part Four: The Rejection of the Servant (11:1--15:47) 
I. The Formal Presentation of the Servant  11:1-19  
II. The Instruction on Prayer  11:20-26  
III. The Opposition by the Leaders  11:27--12:44  
IV. The Instruction on the Future  13  
V. The Passion of the Servant  14:1--15:47  
 
Part Five: The Resurrection of the Servant (16:1-20) 
I. The Resurrection of Jesus  16:1-8  
II. The Appearances of Jesus  16:9-18  
III. The Ascension of Jesus  16:19-20  
 
AUTHOR- 
Early tradition is unanimous that the author of this Gospel is Mark, the 
“John Mark” of the New Testament. He was a native of Jerusalem (Acts 
12:12), and later became an associate of Peter (1 Peter 5:13) and Paul 
and Barnabas on their first missionary journey. Eusebius tells us that Mark 
composed his gospel in Rome while in the services of Peter. There are 
good reasons to accept this report. The gospel has many characteristics of 
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an eyewitness account, for which Peter would have been responsible 
(1:29-31). It may be that as a youth Mark was present at the arrest of 
Jesus and that he has left an "anonymous signature" in the story of the 
young man who fled naked (14:51-52). 
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
The church fathers state that the Gospel of Mark was written after Peterʼs 
death, which occurred during Neroʼs persecutions about A.D. 67.  The 
Gospel itself, particularly chapter 13, indicates it was written before the 
destruction of the temple in A.D. 70.  That gives us a date of writing 
between A.D. 67-70.   
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
The Gospel of Mark is evidently written for Gentiles, and for Romans in 
particular.  Mark presents Romans in a neutral (12:17; 15:1-10), and 
sometimes favorable (15:39), light. The emphasis on suffering in the 
gospel may indicate that Mark composed his gospel in order to strengthen 
Christians in Rome who were undergoing persecutions under Nero.   
Perhaps Jesusʼ messianic suffering is emphasized to inspire Christians to 
follow the same path of servanthood (10:42-45). Roman Christians would 
be encouraged knowing that Jesus anticipated that “everyone shall be 
salted with fire” (9:49; see 13:9-13). Dying for the gospel would be 
equivalent to dying for Jesus (8:35). 
It is noteworthy to point out that Mark makes no reference to the Jewish 
law, and that the writer takes care to interpret words which a Gentile would 
be likely to misunderstand, such as, “Boanerges” (Mark 3:17); “Talitha 
cum” (Mark 5:41); “Corban” (Mark 7:11); “Bartimaeus” (Mark 10:46); 
“Abba” (Mark 14:36); “Eloi,” etc. (Mark 15:34). Jewish usages are also 
explained (Mark 7:3; 14:3; 14:12; 15:42). Mark also uses certain Latin 
words not found in any of the other Gospels, as “executioner” (Mark 6:27), 
“xestes” (a corruption of sextarius, rendered “pots,” Mark 7:4, 8), 
“quadrans” (Mark 12:42, rendered “a cent”), “centurion” (Mark 15:39, 44, 
45). He only quotes twice from the Old Testament (Mark 1:2; 15:28). I think 
Gentiles would have especially appreciated Markʼs interpretation of the 
saying of Jesus that declared all foods clean (7:19)!  Letʼs hear it for pork! 
In all the gospels one unique personality dominates- in Mark we have 
Christ as a Servant, just as He appears as King in Matthew. The Gospel of 
Mark portrays the person of Jesus more by what He does than by what He 
says.  Jesus is seen as the Mighty Worker, rather than as the Great 
Teacher. It is preeminently the gospel of Jehovah's Servant, "the Branch" 
(Zech 3:8). Chapter Mark 10:45 describes the scope of the book, "For even 
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the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve." No genealogy is 
included, for such is not important for a servant. In this gospel Christ 
appears as a lowly servant who, "although He existed in the form of God, . 
. . emptied Himself, . . . being made in the likeness of men" (Phil 2:6-8). 
This lowly Servant was nevertheless the mighty God (Isaiah 9:6). In 
keeping with the servant character, the gospel is one of deeds rather than 
of words.  Mark accents his book of action by the use of the Greek word 
“eutheos” usually translated “immediately”.  The word occurs 42 times in 
Mark, more than in all than rest of the NT.  
One of Mark's key objectives as well was to portray Jesus as God's Son. 
At decisive points in his story, he reveals the mystery of Jesus' person. At 
the baptism (1:11) and transfiguration (9:7) the Father in heaven calls 
Jesus "My beloved Son," thus indicating that Jesus shares a unique 
relationship with the Father. Demons recognize Jesus as God's Son, too 
(1:24; 3:11; 5:7), testifying that Jesus is equipped with God's authority and 
power. 
Mark, however, is careful to avoid portraying Jesus as an unrealistic 
superstar whose feet do not touch the ground. The Son of God is not 
immune from the problems of life, but enters fully into them. He must be 
obedient to the will of the Father, even to death on a cross. Mark portrays 
Jesus according to the model of the Suffering Servant of Isaiah. Thus, 
Jesus tells a parable, which ultimately reflects His own fate: the only son of 
the owner of a vineyard suffers rejection and death at the hands of 
rebellious tenant farmers (12:1-12). 
Furthermore, Mark does not emphasize Jesus' deity at the expense of His 
humanity. Jesus appears sorrowful (14:34), disappointed (8:12), 
displeased (10:14), angry (11:15-17), amazed (6:6), and fatigued (4:38). In 
no other gospel is Jesus' humanity presented as strongly as in the Gospel 
of Mark. 
For Mark, faith and discipleship have no meaning apart from following the 
suffering Son of God. Faith is not a magic that works independently of the 
believer's participation (6:1-6); rather, it draws the believer into intimate 
union with Jesus as Lord (9:14-29). Jesus' disciples are to be with Him as 
He is with the Father, and they are given the same tasks of proclamation 
and power over the forces of evil as He had (3:13-15; 6:7).  In fact, this 
great book assures Christian workers that the same attesting miracles that 
confirmed the ministries of the apostles will continue as characteristic 
features of Godʼs people under the New Covenant. 
One last emphasis in this Gospel is that as the Son of Man serves in self-
abasement, so too must His disciples serve (10:42-45). Discipleship with 
Christ leads to self-denial and suffering: "Whoever desires to come after 
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Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me" (8:34). 
This, however, is not a matter of a religious desire to suffer: when one 
loses his life, he finds it in Christ (8:35). Thus, one can only know and 
confess Jesus as God's Son from the vantage point of the cross (15:39). It 
is only through the Son of God who suffers and dies that we may see into 
the heart of God (symbolized by the tearing of the Temple curtain, thus 
exposing the Holy of Holies) and that we may enter into fellowship with the 
Father. 
 
BASIC THEMES IN MARK & TRUTHS & APPLICATIONS- 
There is no mistaking the fact that Jesus introduced more than salvation to 
the world; He introduced a new way of living: Kingdom Life.  This Kingdom 
life Jesus modeled was meant to inspire the inhabitants of the earth toward 
those things that were lost out of Godʼs original order because of 
mankindʼs sins.  This theme is especially exemplified in Markʼs Gospel of 
action.  
Godʼs strategy is revealed: 1) He sends Jesus as the Savior who will live, 
die, and rise again, to break the curse of death by the merit of His sinless 
life; 2) during His ministry Jesus will model the methods of spreading the 
message of the Kingdom following His Resurrection; 3) Jesus will 
commission His followers to go to all the world with that word; 4) He will 
confirm that “word” as it was confirmed during His own ministry; thus, 5) in 
breaking the powers of the curse, loosing the chains of demonic works, 
and verifying His claim as Risen Lord, the King will summon those who 
hear the message to repentance and to life in Him- and through them, His 
disciples, the cycle will repeat itself. 
Of importance to us regarding this cycle being repeated is that Mark 
reveals Christʼs ministry of power, but it is devoid of pride, power seeking, 
and possessiveness.  We must fight against those things in ourselves! 
Markʼs Gospel reveals that believers must go beyond a mere academic 
acknowledgement of the Kingdom to see it multiply and expand. In order to 
do the works of the Kingdom, we must have a heartfelt desire to partner 
with Jesus.  This personal passion is especially needed when you consider 
two keys to Kingdom work: 

1) The Kingdom and Spiritual Warfare.  Jesus continually confronted 
and cast out demons and sent His disciples to do the same- even 
into the day we now live in (16:17).  When the invading power of 
Godʼs Kingdom expelled demons (or healed disease), challenges 
arose.  People were unaccustomed to this; religious leaders bitterly 
criticized Jesus and even accused Him of being demonized.  The 
same is true today!  People and leaders of the church oppose and 
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criticize the same powerful working of Godʼs Spirit. This criticism has 
stopped many from pursuing and demonstrating the power and fruit 
of the Kingdom.  There is a price to passionately pursuing kingdom 
ministry!  Jesusʼ call to be prepared (9:29) and to obey (6:7; 16:17) 
extends to us because human bondage and hellish oppression still 
remain.  We must never shrink back from casting out devils, loosing 
people from bondage, or healing the sick.  Jesusʼ passion for human 
liberation and wholeness has never abated- and He desires to show 
it through us, as we walk in humble obedience. 

2) The Kingdom and Personal Transformation.  Jesus recognized that 
entrusting Kingdom power to individuals could only be continuously 
granted if radical change occurred in those endowed with heavenʼs 
authority.  Power corrupts us.  In 10:13-25, two ideas emerge as 
Jesus speaks twice about “entering” the Kingdom (that is, entering 
into the mode of life that it affords us, in grace and power).  Jesus 
seems to be saying that those who function in Kingdom power will 
be protected from headiness and pride only if they: 1) are stripped of 
adult pride (which was making the disciples think they were above 
even talking to children) and 2) are fully freed of preoccupation with 
the wealth or benefits that “power ministry” might yield.  I.e., as we 
become more passionate for Jesus alone, the more we are 
unaffected by His acts of power through us.  The more we seek 
Jesus and are passionate for Him, the more power He showers upon 
us so that may make Him and His love known to the world. 

 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
It is seems pretty clear that Mark has one thing in mind: to demonstrate 
Jesus as the Son of God, rejected by His own people, finally achieving 
ultimate victory through apparent defeat.  Because of this, one key phrase 
can be: Jesus the suffering servant.  Because this book is so filled with 
action, though, I feel constrained to also say that this Gospel may be 
expressed in this motto or key phrase as well: “Jesus came... preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom” (Mark 1:14) 
 
KEY VERSE AND CHAPTER- 
My key verse underscores my key phrase and what I believe the ultimate 
theme is of this Gospel: Mark 10:45.  The key chapter follows the same 
reasoning we had for Matthew.  After Peterʼs confession in Mark 8 there is 
a definite change in the emphasis in Jesusʼ ministry.  From this point 
forward Jesus begins to fortify His men for His coming crucifixion. 
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HOW JESUS IS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 
 Jesus is seen as teacher (1:22) 
 Jesus is the One with authority over Satan and demons (1:27; 3:19-

30), sin (2:1-12), the Sabbath (2:27-28), nature (4:35-41), disease 
(5:21-34), death (5:35-43), etc. 

 Jesus is called the Son of God (1:1).  His baptism and the 
Transfiguration testify to this (1:11; 9:7), as well as the centurionʼs 
confession (15:39) 

 Jesus is called the Son of Man, an allusion to the Messiah (see 
Daniel 7:13) fourteen times in Mark.  This title was not as popular 
among the Jews as the highly nationalistic “Son of David”. 

 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 In 1:8 we are told Jesus will baptize us in the Holy Spirit 
 The Holy Spirit came upon Jesus at His baptism, empowered Him 

for His ministry of miracles and gave Him the strength to go to the 
cross 

 The Holy Spiritʼs inspiration of the OT is mentioned in 12:36 
 The Holy Spiritʼs help in testifying for Christ is mentioned in 13:11 
 All mention of power, authority, prophet, healing, laying on of hands, 

etc., all refer to the working of the Spirit 
 
Assignment: 
Outline a message from Mark 10:46-52.  For example: 

Lessons from a Blind Man 
1. Bartimaeus was an outcast 

1.1. People around us are like him 
1.2. May have had it all but lost it 
1.3. As a beggar he was broken, just like sin does to us 

2. A day like no other 
2.1. He was in his usual spot, but heard something different 
2.2. God often comes to us in the midst of our ʻordinaryʼ 
2.3. His curiosity led him to ask what was up 
2.4. On hearing the name of Jesus, his hope began to grow 

3. A cry from the heart 
3.1. He may have heard the name of Jesus before 
3.2. He may have known He could do miracles 
3.3. But he cried for mercy, not healing 

 
This is a sample beginning to a message. 


