
JOHN (Teacherʼs Edition) 
Part One: The Incarnation of the Son of God  (1:1-18) 
I. The Deity of Christ                    1:1-2  
II. The Preincarnate Work of Christ  1:3-5  
III. The Forerunner of Christ           1:6-8  
IV. The Rejection of Christ           1:9-11  
V. The Acceptance of Christ           1:12-13  
VI. The Incarnation of Christ           1:14-18  
Part Two: The Presentation of the Son of God  (1:19--4:54) 
I. The Presentation of Christ by John the Baptist  1:19-34 
II. The Presentation of Christ to John's Disciples  1:35-51 
III. The Presentation of Christ in Galilee  2:1-12  
IV. The Presentation of Christ in Judea  2:13--3:36  
V. The Presentation of Christ in Samaria  4:1-42  
VI. The Presentation of Christ in Galilee  4:43-54  
Part Three: The Opposition to the Son of God  (5:1--12:50) 
I. The Opposition at the Feast in Jerusalem            5  
II. The Opposition during Passover Time in Galilee         6 
III. The Opposition at the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem 7:1--10:21 
IV. The Opposition at the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem 10:22-42 
V. The Opposition at Bethany            11:1--12:11  
VI. The Opposition at Jerusalem  12:12-50  
Part Four: The Preparation of the Disciples  (13:1--17:26) 
I. The Preparation in the Upper Room           13:1--14:31  
II. The Preparation on the Way to the Garden          15:1--17:26 
Part Five: The Crucifixion and Resurrection (18:1--21:25) 
I. The Rejection of Christ  18:1--19:16  
II. The Crucifixion of Christ 19:17-37  
III. The Burial of Christ  19:38-42  
IV. The Resurrection of Christ  20:1-10  
V. The Appearances of Christ  20:11--21:25  
 
AUTHOR- 
Like the other gospels, John comes to us as an anonymous book. The 
question of authorship can be resolved only by observing clues within the 
gospel and by the tradition of the early church. Tradition agrees that the 
author was John the apostle, who was exiled to the island of Patmos in the 
Aegean Sea and who later died in Ephesus sometime after Trajan became 
emperor of Rome in A.D. 98. The gospel claims to come from an 
eyewitness (1:14; 1:1-4), and the author is familiar with the geography of 
Palestine. All this suggests that "the beloved disciple" (13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 
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21:7,20), which appears as a title or nickname for John the apostle, 
composed the fourth gospel. 
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
Early church tradition states that the apostle wrote this book while he was 
living in Ephesus in the latter part of the first century, perhaps between 
A.D. 85 and 95. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
The first three gospels portray mainly what Jesus did and how He taught, 
but the Gospel of John is different. It moves beyond the obvious facts of 
Jesus' life to deeper, more profound meanings, presenting the person of 
Jesus more than the things He did and taught as is evident in the 
Synoptics.  Hence, events and miracles are kept to a minimum in the 
Gospel of John. 
There may be several aims to the writing of John.   
One aim of the gospel of John is certainly spiritual, meaning theological. 
Although we are not sure who the gospel was addressed to, the purpose is 
stated clearly and unequivocally in John 20:30-31: "Many other signs 
therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are 
not written in this book; but these have been written that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have 
life in His name."  
It is evident from this statement that the author's intent was to conduct men 
to saving faith in Christ as the Son of God and so enable them to obtain 
eternal life. The deity of Christ is thus proved by miraculous signs 
consisting of a selective group of miracles, which he enumerates as 
demonstrating Christ's messiahship. A careful reading of the gospel will 
also disclose that the author seeks to accomplish this in various other 
ways by presenting the true Person and work of the Savior and by a variety 
of telling figures describing Christ. To accomplish his spiritual aim, John 
records seven miracles. All but the feeding of the five thousand (6:4-14) 
and the walking on the water (6:15-21) are peculiar to John. This wondrous 
book has a literary unity; the miracles, the discourses, the imagery, and the 
figures are all selected in order to attain its purpose. In the synoptic 
gospels the miraculous works of Jesus are frequently performed out of 
mercy, but in the gospel of John they are presented as attestations of His 
messiahship. 
In the Synoptics Jesus utters short sayings. Longer discourses, such as 
the Sermon on the Mount are either collections of sayings on various 
themes, or, parables. John, on the other hand, records no parables and 
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few of the brief sayings so common to the Synoptics. Rather, he expands 
upon an incident; for example, Nicodemus (chap. 3), the woman at the well 
(chap. 4), the man born blind (chap. 9), Lazarus (chap. 11), or foot washing 
(chap. 13). Or he takes up an image, e.g. bread (chap. 6), water (chap. 7), 
light (chap. 8), or shepherd (chap. 10). John then uses these words as 
symbols to reveal a fuller revelation of Christ.  
The purpose of this is perhaps to reveal Jesus as He taught in private, 
while the other three gospels may recall His public method of address.  
Also, the other gospels may retain the actual form of Jesus' teaching, while 
Johnʼs goal was to present the person of Christ. 
Another aim of this Gospel may relate to something we deal with today in 
leading others to Christ.  As a result of their confession of Jesus as the 
Christ, these Christian Jews were expelled from the synagogue and 
persecuted by the Jewish community. The Gospel reflects conflict with the 
Jewish authorities both during the ministry of Jesus and at the time of the 
writing of the Gospel. By telling about the life of Jesus in such a way that 
later believers saw similarities with their own struggles, the Gospelʼs 
message took on greater significance for the Christian community. The 
expulsion from the synagogue is referred to in John 9:22; 12:42; and 16:2, 
and other passages speak of “ fear of the Jews” (7:13; 20:19). 
It may be that the Gospel was written after the separation from the 
synagogue to proclaim the gospel message that gave the Christian 
community its identity and purpose. The Gospel of John features episodes 
in which individuals are caught between Jesusʼ call for faith and the Jewish 
authoritiesʼ rejection of His claims (Nicodemus, John 3; the man at the Pool 
of Bethesda, John 5; the crowds in Galilee, John 6; and the man born 
blind, John 9). The purpose of the Gospel, therefore, could be twofold: (1) 
to call believers to reaffirm their faith and move on to a more mature faith, 
and (2) to call the “secret believers” (12:42; 19:38) to confess Jesus as the 
Christ and join the Christian community.   
One last thing to note is that John did not write chronologically but topically 
to suit the purpose of his writing.  Hence, while the Synoptics focused on 
ministry in Galilee and around one Passover, John emphasizes events in 
Judea and three or four Passover visits of Jesus to Jerusalem. 
 
BASIC THEMES, HOW JESUS IS REVEALED & TRUTHS & 
APPLICATIONS- 
There is so much in this awesome book, described by some as “the 
greatest book in the world”. 
Johnʼs gospel displays a more apparent and intense conviction as to the 
centrality of the Person of Christ than the Synoptics.  In fact, for John the 
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activity of Christ is not understandable apart from the fact that He is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and God Himself (1:1-18).  The gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke begin by showing Jesus' role as the fulfiller of the 
Old Testament promises of salvation. But John begins with the 
preexistence of Jesus: "In the beginning was the Word" (1:1). Jesus is 
divine ("the Word was God," 1:1), but He is also human ("the Word 
became flesh," 1:14). Only as such is He the revealer of the Father.   
How central is the person of Jesus to John?  In the amazing first chapter 
alone, John introduces Jesus by seven key titles: Word, Lamb of God, 
Rabbi, Messiah, King of Israel, Son of God, and Son of Man.  Also 
consider that it is only in John that we find the "I am" sayings: "I am the 
bread of life" (6:35), "I am the light of the world" (8:12), "before Abraham 
was, I AM" (8:58) "I am the door of the sheep" (10:7), "I am the good 
shepherd" (10:11), "I and My Father are one" (10:30), "I AM," the way, the 
truth, and the life" (14:6), and "I am the vine" (15:5). In each of these 
sayings the "I" is emphatic in the Greek. It recalls the name of God, "I AM ' 
in the Old Testament (Ex 3:14).  This “I AM” occurs 23 times in the Greek 
text! 
In the Old Testament God's words were to be reverently received. So it is 
with Jesus. In John He begins His messages by saying, "Truly, truly I say 
to you." Just as in the Old Testament God alone was to be worshiped, in 
John people are to believe in Jesus alone. Here John stresses his concept 
of "believing." The verb "to believe" is found nearly a hundred times in the 
gospel, though the noun "belief/faith" does not occur. For John, saving faith 
is a verb, carrying the sense of active trust in Jesus; it is not a static noun. 
When one considers Jesus' moral teaching, another key word emerges. In 
John Jesus does not enter into questions of prayer, fasting, almsgiving, 
swearing, marriage, or wealth as he does in the other gospels. Rather, 
one's relationships to God, others, and the world are summed up in love. 
The love that God has for his beloved Son (3:35; 15:9) is passed on by the 
Beloved to "His own" (13:1). As recipients of God's love, Christians are to 
love God by loving one another (13:34). This love, which unites believers 
(see 17), is also a testimony to the world. The basic theological truth of the 
gospel is summed up in one key verse: "For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life" (3:16). 
Another theme to consider is the purpose of miracles as revealed in John.  
There are various words used in the NT describing miracles, each pointing 
to differing purposes.  In John miracles were “signs," expressions of God's 
salvation and glory, pointing to something beyond themselves. They 
indicated the near presence of God, revealing the connection of the one 
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who works them with the spiritual world and thus sealing His authority as a 
messenger from God.  You might say that the "sign" is God's seal, 
attestation, or proof of a revelation being genuine. Jesus' miracles were not 
merely wonders but signs; signs not merely of His power, but of the nature 
of His ministry and of His divine person. 
John presented the miracles of Jesus as "signs" on seven occasions: John 
2:1-11; 4:46-54; 5:1-18; 6:1-15,16-21; 9; 11. He thought of these miracles 
as pointing to deep spiritual truth, demanding obedient faith (John 2:11,23-
25). Thus, Jesus' feeding miracle (6:1-15) was Jesus' presentation of 
Himself as the True Manna, the one who gives life and sustenance. 
What is especially important to us regarding this is Jesusʼ words in John 
14:10-14.  Here, Jesus tells all of His followers for all generations that 
these same attesting “signs” or “works”, and even greater ones, would 
happen through them also, if they only asked in prayer! 
One last theme we will consider regards worldview.  There is constant 
reference to “the world” in John.  There are many different words used for 
“world” in the Bible, with various meanings: from “physical earth”, to “the 
era (age) of man”, to “the whole universe”.  In John, the term used is the 
Greek word “kosmos”, which appears over 75 times.  It refers to this world 
in terms of the “order of things”, meaning the social, political, and spiritual 
structures governing the way life is; in essence all humankind and the 
forces that govern humanity.  Thus, Jesus doesnʼt say that the physical 
planet is in Satanʼs hands but that mankind on earth has come under his 
sway.   
The Fall not only separated mankind from God but also brought the human 
race under the dominance of Satanʼs influence and controlling enterprise.  
When John reveals Godʼs redemption plan in Christ, he is stating that not 
only did Jesus come to save mankind from sin and death, but also to break 
Satanʼs control over the worldʼs order of things.  This is the meaning of His 
statement that He is here to “judge” the prince of this world (12:30-31; 
16:11). 
Jesus came to overthrow the hellish power that controls societies and 
shapes cultures, which not only resist God, but also inevitably self-destruct.  
However, because of His Cross, no one need perish, but may have 
everlasting life (3:16)!  Salvation not only gives us forgiveness and the 
promise of heaven, but release from hellʼs dominion and the present order 
of societyʼs futility, and restored partnership with God!  This is life to the full 
(John 10:10)! 
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A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
Though we have discussed much that is emphasized in John, I believe the 
key word can be found simply, since Johnʼs entire purpose of writing is so 
simply declared.  Because of John 20:31, my key word is: BELIEVE. 
 
KEY VERSE (S) AND CHAPTER- 
For me, the key verse is simply an extension of the key word.  What are we 
to believe? John 3:16 is the answer!  My key chapter is the entire 
commentary on this verse, the sum total of salvation: John 3. 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 As Comforter and Helper (unique to John), and Spirit of truth 
 He convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment 16:8-11 
 He is the active agent in salvation (“born of the Spirit”) 3:6 
 He is the motivator of true worship (4:24) 
 He enables authoritative ministry (20:21-23) 
 He glorifies Jesus and reminds us of His teachings (16:14) 
 He enables us to do greater works than Jesus did (14:12-17) 
 All miracles of all kinds happen through the Spirit 

 
Assignment 
Develop and type out a message and outline from any text in the following 
chapters of John 2-5, 8-11, and 15.  The message must be completely 
typed out as if you would read it on the radio, and the outline must 
correspond to it.  The message can be no longer than 7 pages typed. 


