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JAMES (Teacherʼs Edition) 
I. The Test of Faith   1:1-18  
    A. The Purpose of Tests  1:1-12  
    B. The Source of Temptations  1:13-18  
II. The Characteristics of Faith  1:19--5:6  
    A. Faith Obeys the Word  1:19-27  
    B. Faith Removes Discriminations  2:1-13  
    C. Faith Proves Itself by Works  2:14-26  
    D. Faith Controls the Tongue  3:1-12  
    E. Faith Produces Wisdom  3:13-18  
    F. Faith Produces Humility  4:1-12  
    G. Faith Produces Dependence on God  4: 13--5:6  
III. The Triumph of Faith  5:7-20  
    A. Faith Endures, Awaiting Christ's  Return 5:7-12 
    B. Faith Prays for the Afflicted   5:13-18  
    C. Faith Confronts the Erring Brother  5:19-20  
 
AUTHOR- 
The author identifies himself as "James, a servant of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ" (1:1). At least five personalities named James appear in the 
New Testament. None has a stronger claim to being the author of this 
epistle than James, the brother of the Lord. Apparently neither a disciple 
nor an apostle during Jesus' lifetime, he is first mentioned in Mark 6:3, 
where he is listed as the first (oldest) of Jesus' four younger brothers. After 
the ascension of Jesus, James emerged as a leader of the church in 
Jerusalem (Acts 15:13; 1 Cor 15:7; Gal 2:9) - a position he must have 
occupied for nearly 30 years, until his martyrdom, according to church 
tradition.  This James is probably the author of the epistle that bears his 
name. He refers to himself simply as "James," with no explanation- 
indicating he was well known to his readers. He calls himself a "servant" 
rather than an apostle; and he begins the epistle with the same "greetings" 
(1:1) with which he begins the apostolic decree following the Council of 
Jerusalem (Acts 15:23). These factors suggest one and the same James, 
the brother of the Lord. 
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
The Jewish historian Josephus indicates that James was stoned to death 
in the year A.D. 62, so if he is the author the letter was evidently written 
before that date. The contents of the book suggest that it may have been 
written as early as shortly before the church council of Acts 15, which 
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convened about A.D. 49. We can only conclude that the letter likely was 
written between A.D. 48 and 62. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
Truly, only a person with genuine salvation could withstand what the early 
Christians faced: Persecution by pagans, heresy by false teachers, and 
disillusionment over the way some church members behaved. Therefore it 
is no wonder that in this pastoral letter James set forth the nature of true 
religion.  Man-made salvation, like the popular Christianity of today, had its 
appeal. It promised worldly pleasure without fear of divine punishment, 
belief without any requirements for moral behavior, and ritual without the 
demand for righteous living. James warned about the dangers of false 
religion. The persons to whom this book was directed were learning to live 
the Christian life in the midst of a pagan world, just as we are! 
James addresses the epistle "to the twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad" (1:1). This implies a readership of Jewish Christians living outside 
Palestine. Elsewhere in the epistle, however, James refers to hired field 
labor (5:4), and this locates his audience inside Palestine. In James' day 
only in Palestine did farmers employ hired rather than slave labor, as was 
customary elsewhere. The epistle makes frequent references or allusions 
to the Old Testament. All these factors indicate that James was writing to 
persons of Jewish-Christian background. 
His emphasis was on the essentials of obedient living in accordance with 
the true intent of the law of God; hence it is a sturdy, compact letter on 
practical religion. For James, the acid test of true religion is in the doing 
rather than in the hearing, "believing," or speaking. James exalts 
genuineness of faith, and is quick to encourage the lowly that God gives 
grace to the humble (4:6), wisdom to the ignorant (1:5), salvation to the 
sinner (1:21), and the kingdom to the poor (2:5). He is equally quick to 
condemn counterfeit religion, which would substitute theory for practice, 
and he does so with biting sarcasm. True religion is moral religion and 
social religion. True religion is doing the right thing in one's everyday 
affairs. In this respect James echoes clearly the ethical teaching of Jesus, 
especially as it is recorded in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7). "Not 
everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven" (Matt 7:21). 
The real trouble in this book comes from the fact that many suggest that 
James and Paul differ in their views on the saving significance of faith and 
works. Paul states, "A man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the 
law" (Rom 3:28), and James says, "A man is justified by works, and not by 
faith only" (James 2:19). A closer reading of the two, however, reveals that 
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they differ more in their definition of faith than in its essence. James writes 
to readers who are inclined to interpret faith as mere intellectual 
acknowledgment (James 2:19). As a consequence he stresses that a faith 
which does not affect life is not saving faith; hence, his emphasis on works. 
Actually, this is quite close to Paul's understanding. For Paul, faith is the 
entrusting of one's whole life to God through Christ, with the result that 
one's life becomes renewed with the "fruit of the Spirit" (Gal 5:22). 
 
BASIC THEMES IN THE BOOK- 
By showing the believerʼs place in Godʼs kingdom, James addresses the 
believerʼs responsibility before Godʼs law. Jamesʼs blunt and forthright 
manner is a powerful tempering agent for those who may see Godʼs grace 
as an excuse for carnal indulgence or sin. 
James describes the law in the light of the New Testament. It is the 
“perfect law of liberty!” (2:12). Jesus said He came to fulfill the law (Matt. 
5:17–20). The New Covenant does not bypass the law; it enables believers 
to live it! Just as Paul describes the possibility of a life of obedience to the 
law by the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:1–4), so James spells out just 
what such obedience means. He identifies clear points of accountability to 
the law. 
1. Accountability to Godʼs Word (1:21–25). Living in Godʼs kingdom means 
we must heed His laws. The objective of such obedience is not a quest for 
self-acquired righteousness, which the flesh can never attain. We are 
simply to allow the power of Godʼs Word to reveal areas of disobedience 
and lead us into self-correction and obedience to Him. 
2. Accountability to active works (2:14–26). In Jamesʼs structure of values, 
“works” are not humanistic exercises. They are spiritual acts. In 2:26, we 
see a great parallelism demonstrating that the “spirit” of the law is shown in 
our works. James distinguishes between the obedience of spiritless 
legalism (“What am I required to do?”) and the obedience of benevolent 
and obedient actions (“What can I do to show Godʼs love?”). There is a 
great teaching for this in the parable of the two sons, Matt. 21:28–32. 
3. Accountability for oneʼs words (3:1–18). How a person talks shows to 
which kingdom he or she truly belongs. No punches are pulled: “hell” (3:6) 
and “demonic” (3:15) are words James uses to describe the source of 
peopleʼs speech if their words do not align with Godʼs law. Proverbs 18:21 
declares that death and life are in the power of the tongue. The tongue will 
either be set ablaze by the Holy Spirit in the beauty of spiritual language 
(speaking in tongues) and be graced with the authority to prophesy, praise, 
bless, and give life, or be set ablaze by hell and unleash corruption, 
destruction, cursing, and death. The authority of a believer to declare the 
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promise of the Lord in ministry situations is directly related to the careful 
and conscious use of oneʼs tongue for Godʼs purpose.  Faith talk is not 
simply repeating Godʼs promises; it is being linked to Godʼs heart and 
Godʼs Word in such a way that all speech is always redemptive. 
4. Accountability to transforming worship (4:7–10). Central to the fourth 
chapter is the call: “Submit to God… Draw near to God… Humble 
yourselves [before God].” This is true kingdom worship, not merely an 
excitable or flippant approach made in a moment amid a crowd. Such 
private brokenness before God will be expressed in purity (4:1–6), 
generosity (4:11–12), humility (4:13–17), equity in oneʼs dealings (5:1–6) 
and patience with perseverance rather than wilting before test or trial (5:7–
12). 
5. Accountability for the weak (5:13–20). The hallmark of a true kingdom 
person is his or her mercy and compassion. The assignment to pray for the 
sick (5:14–15), minister forgiveness to the sinful or failing (5:13, 16), and 
reach out to those falling away (5:19–20) is buttressed with the assurance 
that Godʼs power is available to fulfill such kingdom assignments (5:16–
18). 
James points a practical way toward spiritual power. This is not an outline 
for cold duty; it is a promise that God will warm the heart and produce 
godly behavior and service in those who receive His law in all its life-
liberating power. 
 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
Since James develops the theme of the characteristics of true faith, using 
them as a series of tests to help his readers evaluate the quality of their 
relationship to Christ, my key word is his own phrase: faith without works 
is dead. 
 
KEY VERSE(S) AND CHAPTER- 
Because of what this book so clearly speaks to us, I had to choose two 
scriptures related to its core message as my key verses: James 1:22; 
2:17.  As to my key chapter, I had to say James 1 because one of the 
most difficult areas of the Christian life in which we truly must see our faith 
manifested in Godly action is that of testing and temptations.  James 
reveals our correct response to both: to testing, count it all joy; to 
temptations, realize God is not the source. 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 He is Lord (1:1) 
 Christ is the object of our faith (2:1) 
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 He is the One in whose name and by whose power we minister 
(5:14–15) 

 He is the rewarder of those who are steadfast in the midst of trials 
(1:12) 

 He is the Coming One for whom we patiently wait (5:7–9). 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 The Holy Spirit is mentioned as jealously desiring undivided loyalty 
(4:5) 

 The ministry to the sick described in 5:14–16 is the work of the Spirit 
 The anointing oil in 5:14-16 is a type of the Spirit 
 The spring and autumn rains of James 5 as well as the rain falling in 

relationship to Elijahʼs prayers are types of the Spirit 
 
SOME TRUTHS & APPLICATIONS- 
1) James 1:13, 14- This is a vital truth: God has no malicious intent toward 
man—ever!  We are tempted when we are carried away by our own lust- 
we drag ourselves away and are enticed.  The responsibility for fleeing 
temptation belongs with the individual but when temptation is about to 
overwhelm the believer, God makes a way of escape and He will help 
deliver us! 
2) 2:1-9- Some may argue that preferring the rich and famous is only 
human, but the Bible rejects partiality. God is not an exalter of persons: 
neither should His children be! Be uninfluenced by a personʼs social station 
and show love to all without partiality.  At the same time, give honor to 
whom it is due (Rom. 13:7). 
3) 4:1, 2-Renounce strife! Refuse unnecessary argument and personal 
strife. Seek to be at peace with others, preferring them to you. 
4) 5:1–6- Avoid unnecessary acquisition. Acquired wealth can bring 
unwelcome problems to your life.  Embrace simplicity! Simplicity and 
poverty are not the same. Simplicity is simply acting responsibly with what 
God gives you! 
5) 5:13–16- It is the responsibility of the sick to seek out eldership to pray. 
The anointing with oil in 5:14 is not done for medicinal purposes. Rather, it 
symbolizes the presence of the Holy Spirit. Prayer and anointing will bring 
healing.  Oil in the Bible is a symbol for the Holy Spirit.  Thus in verse 15 
anointing with oil becomes part of the means by which our faith is 
communicated in the healing process.  And in verse 16 the connection 
between sickness and sin is made.  Confession of sin can be a crucial part 
of the release of physical healing.  Jesus came to save us—spirit, soul, 
and body (1 Thess.5:23)! 


