
GALATIANS (Teacherʼs Edition) 
I. The Gospel of Grace Defended  1:1--2:21  
    A. Introduction                     1:1-9  
    B. Gospel of Grace Is Given by Divine Revelation  1:10-24 
    C. Gospel of Grace Is Approved by Jerusalem Leadership  2:1-
10 
    D. Gospel of Grace Is Vindicated by Rebuking Peter  2:11-21 
II. The Gospel of Grace Explained                               3:1--4:31  
    A. Holy Spirit Is Given by Faith, Not by Works  3:1-5 
    B. Abraham Was Justified by Faith, Not by Works  3:6-9 
    C. Justification Is by Faith, Not by the Law                    3:10--4:11 
        1. Christ Redeems Us from the Curse of the Law          3:10-14 
        2. Abrahamic Covenant Is Not Voided by the Law 3:15-18 
        3. Law Given to Drive Us to Faith                             3:19-22  
        4. Believers Are Free from the Law                             3:23--4:11  
    D. Galatians Receive Blessings by Faith, Not by the Law 4:12-20 
    E. Law and Grace Cannot Co-exist                     4:21-31  
III. The Gospel of Grace Applied                     5:1--6:18  
    A. Position of Liberty: Stand Fast            5:1-12  
    B. Practice of Liberty: Love One Another  5:13-15  
    C. Power for Liberty: Walk in the Spirit  5:16-26  
        1. Conflict between the Spirit and the Flesh 5:16-18 
        2. Works of the Flesh                                        5:19-21  
        3. Fruit of the Spirit                                        5:22-26  
    D. Performance in Liberty: Do Good to All Men 6:1-10 
        1. Bear One Another's Burdens                    6:1-5  
        2. Do Not Be Weary While Doing Good           6:6-10 
    E. Conclusion                                         6:11-18  
        1. Motives of the Circumcised                     6:11-13  
        2. Motives of the Apostle Paul                     6:14-18  
 
AUTHOR- 
The fact that Paul wrote this awesome book has never been in doubt.  In 
fact, the original manuscript was written by Paul himself (6:11), instead of 
being dictated to a secretary, as was Paulʼs usual practice.   
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
The problem with dating this book arises from the fact that we donʼt know 
who it was written to.  It was addressed to "the churches of Galatia" (Gal 
1:2). The Roman province of Galatia included not only Galatia proper, 
peopled largely by Celts from Gaul, but also portions of Lycaonia, Pisidia, 
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and Phrygia, all situated on the S. The fact that Paul addressed the 
churches in the S part of Galatia is supported by the following. (1) He and 
Barnabas had visited the cities of Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, and Pisidian 
Antioch, all in S Galatia, and had established churches in the vicinity during 
the first missionary journey (Acts 13:4; 14:19-21).  
(2) Familiar reference to Barnabas (Gal 2:1, 9, 13) would be unexplainable 
in a letter sent to northern Galatia, where Barnabas seems to have been 
unknown. (3) In the S Galatian cities there were Jews who might have 
caused the events mentioned in the letter (Acts 13:14-51; 14:1; 16:1-3). If 
the "South Galatian theory" is subscribed to, Galatians may have been 
written either at Antioch in Syria at the consummation of the first 
missionary journey (14:26-28) or at Ephesus in the course of the third 
missionary journey (19:10). The apostle's visit to Jerusalem (Gal 2:1-10) is 
thought to be identical to that alluded to in Acts 11:30. If this is so, 
Galatians may have been sent from Antioch around A.D. 48, prior to Paul's 
third visit to Jerusalem to attend the apostolic gathering of chap. 15. 
According to this theory, Galatians would be the earliest of the apostle's 
letters. There are strong reasons, however, to support the hypothesis that 
Galatians was written at Ephesus (52 A.D.) during the same time as the 
other epistles. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
Galatians has been called the "Magna Charta of Christian liberty" and the 
"Christian's Declaration of Independence." The difficulty that produced this 
important epistle was caused by Jewish believers who proclaimed a 
mixture of Judaism, with its adherence to the Law, and Christianity.  These 
were known as “Judaizers”.  Paul had proclaimed the free grace of God for 
all men through the death of Christ. The legalizers contended that 
Christianity could only work within the sphere of the Mosaic Law. Faith in 
Christ, involving the free gifts of the Holy Spirit, was not sufficient. 
Obedience to the Mosaic Law (Gal 2:16, 21; 3:2; 5:4; etc.), which requires 
observance of festal days and the Sabbath (4:10), was stressed. Had the 
Judaizers won, Christianity would merely have been a sect within Judaism. 
With invincible logic he vindicated Christianity on the sole basis of man's 
acceptance of Christ. Men are justified by the finished work of the 
Redeemer and in no manner by forms and ceremonies.  For Paul, the 
issue was not whether a person was circumcised, but whether he had 
become "a new creation" (6:15). 
One thing that is unique in this letter is that you can tell Paul was ready for 
battle from the onset; he abandoned his customary introduction and 
plunged immediately into the battle with the Judaizers. You might say that 
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Galatians was written in a spirit of inspired agitation.  The Judaizers had 
suggested that Paul was an inferior apostle, if one at all, and that his 
gospel was not authoritative (1:10). Paul countered with an impassioned 
defense of his conversion (1:11-17) and of his approval by the leaders of 
the church at Jerusalem (1:18-2:10). Indeed, the gospel that Paul had 
delivered to the Galatians was not his own, nor was he taught it; but it 
came "through the revelation of Jesus Christ" (1:11-12). Those who 
presumed to change it were meddling with the very plan of God (1:7-8). 
God's plan is that Jews and Gentiles are justified before God by faith 
alone. This plan can be traced to the beginning of Israel's history, for 
Abraham, "believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness" 
(Gal 3:6 & Gen 15:6). The law, which did not come until 430 years after 
Abraham (3:17), was never intended to replace justification by faith. 
Rather, the law was to teach us of our need for Christ (3:24-25). Christ, 
therefore, is the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham. 
The result of justification by grace through faith is spiritual freedom. Paul 
appealed to the Galatians to stand fast in their freedom, and not get 
"entangled again with a yoke of bondage [that is, the Mosaic law]" (5:1). 
Christian freedom is not an excuse to gratify one's lower nature; rather, it is 
an opportunity to love one another (5:13; 6:7-10). Such freedom does not 
insulate one from life's struggles. Indeed, it may intensify the battle 
between the Spirit and the flesh. Nevertheless, the flesh (the lower nature) 
has been crucified with Christ (2:20); and, as a consequence, the Spirit will 
bear His fruit-such as love, joy, and peace-in the life of the believer (5:22-
23). 
 
BASIC THEMES IN GALATIANS- 
This great book speaks to the tension between the true message that 
salvation is the result of Christʼs work, not manʼs and the error that one 
must observe OT law in addition to faith in Christʼs work in order to be 
saved.  To show the truth, Paul uses OT evidence to affirm that salvation 
has always been by faith alone.  He also shows that the “seed of promise”- 
those that have received the Spirit (3:2) - are the true people of God.   
Underscoring this observation are Paulʼs words (3:3) which speak to a key 
issue for us: “Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being made perfect 
by the flesh?”  This question should challenge all of us to examine every 
aspect of our lives and ministries.  Not only should we not try to attain 
salvation by human effort, we should not depend on our efforts in believing 
and serving God.  This involves more than merely being tempted to overt 
carnality.  Even when we are attempting to do “God things” we have a 
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tendency to do them through our own human, fleshly energy- our will and 
our work- not by the Spiritʼs power. 
We are like the Galatians: we begin in full dependence on Godʼs power, 
and then we digress into leaning on human wisdom and ability.  We are, as 
the book declares, “bewitched”.  Once the flesh owns our capacity for 
action, it becomes very easy to depend on human ability rather than to rely 
upon the Holy Spirit.  This explains so much of the Churchʼs 
prayerlessness!  Never forget the life-versus-death contrast between the 
harvest of the Spirit and the flesh (6:8)! 
This book also teaches us to watch for the fleshʼs energy to manifest in our 
efforts.  Are personal frustrations answered with outburst of anger or 
contentions (5:19-21), or with the fruit of the Spirit, such as patience and 
self-control?  Ultimately, we are taught that life in the Kingdom is “walking 
in the Spirit”, and to do this we must maintain intimacy with the Father as 
we know the Spiritʼs fullness in prayer (4:6).  Only then can we be 
victorious over the flesh and exhibit the fruit of Godʼs Spirit in life situations. 
We learn in relation to this that people who are “spiritual”, i.e., walking in or 
led by the Spirit (5:16-18), will be gracious, gentle, and restoring to those 
who are weak or fallen.  They will not be judgmental or attacking.  To abide 
in the Spirit requires continual vigilance over our walk, even in the face of 
critics who oppose our commitment to pursue Spirit-filled living. 
Truly, this book teaches us how to discern between a life of kingdom 
service- energized, motivated, and enabled by the Spirit- and a life that 
advances through human zeal, tradition, and self-effort. 
One last thing to mention is the role of the Law.  According to Galatians, 
the law is our tutor and as a tutor, the Law functions to 1) declare our guilt, 
2) drive us to Christ, and 3) direct us in a life of obedience.  However, the 
Law is powerless to save us.  This is summarized in the following chart: 
 

The Function The Function The Effect The Effect 
Of Law Of Grace Of Law  Of Grace 

Based on works 
(3:10) 

Based on faith 
(3:11, 12) 

Works put us 
under a curse 

(3:10) 

Justifies us by 
faith (3:3, 24) 

Our guardian 
(3:23; 4:2) 

Centered in 
Christ (3:24) 

Keeps us for 
faith (3:23) 

Christ lives in 
us (2:20) 

Our tutor (3:24) Our certificate of 
freedom (4:30-

31) 

Brings us to 
Christ (3:24) 

Adopts us as 
sons and heirs 

(4:7) 
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A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
To me this was simple.  This epistle can be considered the believerʼs 
Declaration of Independence.  My key phrase: FREEDOM FROM THE 
LAW. 
 
KEY VERSE(S) AND CHAPTER- 
My key verses summarize all the teaching above perfectly: Galatians 
3:20-21.  To me, the key chapter shows the impact of the truth of our 
freedom by showing that we must walk by the Spirit: Galatians 5. 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 Those who have faith in Him have a place of liberty (2:4,16; 3:26; 
5:1) 

 His crucifixion delivers from sinʼs curse (1:4; 6:14), self (2:20), and 
law (3:12).  His crucifixion also results in our receiving the Spirit 
(3:13, 14). 

 He is God (1:1, 3, 16) and man (3:16; 4:4) 
 He is the very substance of the Gospel (1:7) and reveals it 

personally (1:12) 
 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 The teaching of 3:2-5 tells us that we receive the Spirit through faith 
and He continues to manifest Himself in power as we walk in faith. 

 5:16-25 speaks of the battle between the indwelling Spirit and our 
sinful nature: He helps us die to the flesh as we yield to Him (16,17), 
He delivers us from the tyranny of the law (18), and He helps the 
fruit of holiness to grow in our lives (22,23). 

 It is important to note that the clear implication is that apart from our 
allowing the Holy Spirit to control us and sanctify us, our liberty from 
the Law will degenerate into license for immorality! 

 
SOME TRUTHS AND APPLICATIONS- 
We have discussed so much already that I only want to leave you with a 
couple of insights. 
Galatians 1:6-9- Do not change, amend, add to, or water down the 
Gospel.  Severe judgment will come to those who do.  Beware lest your 
“methodology” in presenting it changes its content! 
Galatians 6:1, 2- Donʼt allow others to remain captive in their sin.  Do 
whatever is necessary to restore your brother who is in sin, but behave 
gently, without pride, being aware that you, too, can be tempted.  
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Galatians 6:7-9- Only sow what you desire to reap and donʼt forget that 
that God guarantees your harvest will come- good or bad!  If you are 
struggling with things of the sinful nature, consider where you are sowing 
into that nature and cut it out! 
Galatians 6:10- Do “good” to others whenever you have the opportunity.  
Be especially responsive to your brothers and sisters in Christ. 


