
FIRST CORINTHAINS (Teacherʼs Edition) 
Part One: In Answer to Chloe's Report of Divisions (1:1--4:21) 
I. Introduction  1:1-9  
II. Report of Divisions  1:10-17  
III. Reasons for Division  1:18--4:21   
    A. Misunderstanding of the Gospel Message  1:18--3:4 
    B. Misunderstanding of the Gospel Messenger  3:5--4:5 
    C. Misunderstanding of Paul's Ministry  4:6-21  
 
Part Two: In Answer to Reports of Fornication (5:1--6:20) 
I. On Incest  5   
    A. Deliver the Fornicators for Discipline  5:1-8   
    B. Separate Yourselves from Immoral Believers  5:9-13 
II. Concerning Litigation Between Believers  6:1-11  
III. Warning Against Sexual Immorality  6:12-20  
 
Part Three: In Answer to the Letter of Questions (7:1--16:24) 
I. Counsel Concerning Marriage  7   
    A. Principles for Married Life  7:1-9   
    B. Principles for the Married Believer  7:10-16   
    C. Principle of Abiding in God's Call  7:17-24   
    D. Principles for the Unmarried  7:25-38   
    E. Principles for Remarriage  7:39-40  
II. Counsel Concerning Things Offered to Idols  8:1-11:1 
    A. Principles of Liberty and the Weaker Brother  8 
    B. Illustration of Paul and His Liberty  9   
    C. Warning against Forfeiting Liberty  10:1-13   
    D. Exhortation to Use Liberty to Glorify God  10:14-11:1 
III. Counsel Concerning Public Worship  11:2--14:40   
    A. Principles of Public Prayer  11:2-16   
    B. Rebuke of Disorders at the Lord's Supper  11:17-34 
    C. Principles of Exercising Spiritual Gifts  12:1--14:40  
IV. Counsel Concerning the Resurrection  15   
    A. Fact of Christ's Resurrection  15:1-11   
    B. Importance of Christ's Resurrection  15:12-19   
    C. Order of the Resurrections  15:20-28   
    D. Moral Implications of Christ's Resurrection  15:29-34 
    E. Bodies of the Resurrected Dead  15:35-50   
    F. Bodies of the Translated Living  15:51-58  
V. Counsel Concerning the Collection for Jerusalem  16:1-4  
VI. Conclusion  16:5-24  
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AUTHOR & WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
First and Second Corinthians are two letters of the apostle Paul addressed 
to the church in Corinth. First Corinthians is unique among the Pauline 
letters because of the variety of its practical concerns. Second Corinthians 
is one of Paul's most personal letters, containing a wealth of insights into 
the heart of Paul the pastor. Both letters reveal the degree to which Paul 
identified with his churches, suffering in their shortcomings and celebrating 
in their victories. The Corinthian correspondence draws us into a world 
much like our own. Paul the anxious pastor wrote to young Christians who 
were concerned with problems involved in living the Christian life in a non-
Christian environment.  
First and Second Corinthians bear unmistakable marks of Pauline 
authorship. The first epistle was written from Ephesus during Paul's third 
missionary journey, perhaps in A.D. 56. The second letter followed some 
12-15 months later from Macedonia, where Paul met Titus and received 
news of the church's repentance. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
The remarkable thing about the Corinthian church is not that its 
congregation had problems; it is that there were not more problems!  
Carved by the Holy Spirit from the most corrupt city in the Roman Empire, 
the Corinthians were a composite of people from virtually every point on 
the spectrum of human sin and depravity (6:9-11).  Corinth, the meeting-
point of important land and sea routes, was a very prosperous city and the 
capital of the Roman province of Achaia. The Corinthians were noted for 
their philosophical and rhetorical abilities and also for their vices, partly 
because Corinth was the center for the immoral worship of Aphrodite, 
goddess of love, whose followers practiced ritual prostitution. An 
undeveloped form of Gnosticism, an early heresy that placed emphasis on 
knowledge and the spirit and regarded the body as evil, added to the 
problems (we have a topical study on this later). 
Corinthian Christian zeal was born of an overwhelming joy in having tasted 
the first fruits of Godʼs deliverance, and at times their zeal outran their 
wisdom.  A point I would like to make here is that zeal is not to be 
tempered in any way- not even by wisdom.  Zeal must be guided by 
wisdom!  The Scriptures teach us always to be zealous, and the 
Corinthians were certainly that! 
Acts 18:1-18 records the founding of the Corinthian church. During his 
second missionary journey, Paul went alone from Athens to Corinth in 
about A.D. 51. There he labored with a Jewish-Christian couple, Aquila 
and Priscilla, who recently had been expelled from Rome by the emperor 
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Claudius because they were Jews. Silas and Timothy also joined Paul in 
Corinth. When Paul left Corinth 18 months later, a Christian congregation 
flourished. The congregation was composed primarily of former pagans 
(12:2), most of them apparently from the lower classes (1:26 f). Some were 
slaves (7:21). A few wealthier persons (11:22-32) and Jews, however, (8) 
were among the believers. 
A bit of detective work enables us to reconstruct the circumstances of the 
writing of the Corinthian correspondence. It is reasonably certain that Paul 
wrote four letters and paid perhaps three visits to the church in Corinth. 
During his third missionary journey, Paul received word about immorality in 
the young congregation at Corinth. He wrote a letter (which has since been 
lost) against mixing with fornicators (5:9). The letter apparently failed to 
achieve its purpose. Some time later Paul learned (1:11; 16:17) that the 
sexual problems persisted, along with many others. Paul responded by 
writing a second letter (probably 1 Corinthians), in which he referred to 
various points raised by the Corinthians (the sections beginning, "Now 
concerning," 7:1,25; 8:1; 12:1; 16:1). In addition, he condemned the 
Corinthians for their divisions (1:10) and their gross sexual violation (5:1). 
This letter also failed to correct the abuses at Corinth. Paul then apparently 
made a visit to Corinth, during which he was rebuffed (2 Cor 2:1). From 
Ephesus Paul then wrote a third letter in which he spared no punches in 
his contest with the willful Corinthians. This letter, which he sent by Titus, 
has also been lost. Many scholars believe it has been attached to 2 
Corinthians and preserved as chapters 10-13 of his epistle.  In anxiety over 
the possible effect of this drastic letter, and impatient over Titus' delay in 
returning, Paul traveled north from Ephesus to Macedonia. There, Titus 
met him and, to Paul's relief and joy, reported that the Corinthians had 
punished the ringleader of the opposition and repented (2 Cor 2:5-11). 
Paul then wrote a fourth letter (2 Corinthians), recounting his former 
anxiety and expressing his joy over the reform in Corinth. 
The problems Paul faced in the church at Corinth were complex and 
explosive. Corinth, like its neighboring city of Athens, symbolized Greek 
culture in its desire for wisdom and power. Paul must have been tempted 
to write to the Greeks as a Christian philosopher (2:4). He rejected this 
tendency, however, and relied instead on the irony of the cross, "to the 
Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness" (1:23). The 
foolishness of the gospel-indeed, its offensiveness to cultured Greeks-was 
indication of its power to save.  
 
To those who respond, "Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God" 
(1:24). According to Paul, the preaching of the cross is not a human 
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teaching but a revelation of the Spirit, who makes known the mind of Christ 
(2:10-16). The centrality of the cross overcomes all divisions within the 
church. 
Since many of the problems arising in Corinth concerned behavior and 
morals, Paul majored on ethical advice in his correspondence. The leading 
principle he uses is that "all things are lawful for me, but not all things are 
helpful" (6:12; 10:23). Christians ought to use their freedom not for self-
advantage, but for the glory of God and the good of their neighbors. This 
principle goes beyond legislating simple "do's and don'ts." Instead, it 
cultivates a mature and responsible faith that will provide guidance for 
every moral problem. 
First Corinthians is also important because of its teaching on the gifts of 
the Spirit (12) and the resurrection of the dead (chap. 15). Paul recognized 
a variety of gifts (12:4-10), but insisted that "one and the same Spirit" gives 
them. The body consists of different parts, but remains one organism. 
Likewise, Christ's body of believers consists of members growing in the 
use of different gifts, each given by the one Spirit.  Hence, there must be 
an environment of love to allow people to grow in their use of those gifts by 
the Spirit. 
1 Corinthians 15 is an awesome teaching on the resurrection. Unless 
Christ has been resurrected, Paul maintained, the faith of Christians is 
empty (15:12-19). As death came through Adam, so new life comes 
through Christ (15:21,45). The resurrection of Jesus is a "first fruits" 
(15:20) of the victory to come. Because of the resurrection the believer can 
confess, "O death, where is your sting?" (15:55). 
Also, Corinthians contains the earliest record of the Lord's Supper (1 Cor 
11:23-26). The immortal last words of Christ, "This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood" (11:24-25), recall his past death and anticipate his 
future return.  First Corinthians also contains one of the best-known 
chapters in the New Testament. In poetic cadence Paul proclaims "the 
more excellent way" of agape (13). Love is not merely a feeling, but an 
attitude committed to patience, hope, and stability in the face of problems. 
Such love will outlast the world itself. Agape love is the greatest 
characteristic of the Christian life. 
 
BASIC THEMES & TRUTHS & APPLICATIONS- 
Following the introduction, Paul appealed to the Corinthians to mend the 
divisions within the church. Paul reminded the Corinthians that the simple, 
but life-changing, preaching of the cross united them all. We must preach 
that same message!  Indeed, each church leader builds on the one 
foundation of Jesus and consequently labors in behalf of Christ.  In 
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chapters 5 and 6 Paul took up two moral abuses in Corinth. He judged a 
man who had sexual intercourse with his father's wife and he reproved the 
believers for generating arguments that wound up in court before non-
believing judges.  Paul then addressed certain questions that were brought 
to him by the Corinthians: about sexuality (6:12-19), marriage (chap. 7), 
and eating food offered previously to idols (8). On such matters Paul 
appealed for a responsible use of Christian freedom-not for self-gain, but in 
consideration for the other. He reminded them that he conducted his own 
ministry in this way (chap. 9), and he warned against becoming fixed on 
anything that could lead to idolatry (chap. 10). 
 
Paul then returned to other abuses, especially involving church order. In 
chapter 11 he developed the correct teaching on the Lord's Supper; in 
chapter 12 on spiritual gifts; in chapter 13 on love; in chapter 14 on the 
charismatic gifts of tongues and prophecy; and in chapter 15 on the 
resurrection. Finally, he reminded the Corinthians of the weekly collection 
for the saints in Jerusalem.  From all these things there are many 
applications for us to consider: 

I. Issues of Godliness: Remember, your body is the temple of the 
Spirit- refuse to defile this house of God! (3:17).  Godliness is 
transparent, selfless, and replete in integrity and excellent character.  
The godly person views personal relationships as one of lifeʼs 
highest priorities and sees failure in this area as most serious.  In 
order to maintain peace within the church, the godly will refuse to 
enter legal action against a fellow believer.  The godly person seeks 
reconciliation and healing in the family rather than divorce.  He 
honors and supports those God has set in authority in the church.  
The godly person will even accept loss in order to maintain right 
relationships in the family or the church and commits them to God 
for His restoration and reparation.  The godly person recognizes and 
honors the devoted ministerʼs right to receive support from those he 
serves.  To summarize, the godly discipline themselves in the 
practice of agape love in every attitude, thought, word, and deed. 

II. Dynamics in Church Life: The church is not a collection of rugged 
individualists!  God deals with the church as a body and with 
individuals as parts or members; we are all connected and must fight 
for the unity of heart (not unanimity of doctrine and practice) of the 
church!  Stop criticizing and start loving!  Here is something to 
always remember: In the essentials, unity; in the non-essentials, 
liberty; in all things love!  We can disagree and yet still love one 
another.  Believers are to be unified in their devotion to the gospel of 
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Christ- we should acknowledge where we fall short and repent.  
Jealousy and quarreling among us is divisive and sinful (3:1-4).   
Believers must also be unified in our understanding of church 
discipline.  Chapter 5 teaches us it should not be neglected.  Indeed, 
we are to reach out to sinners but judge those who claim to be 
believers.  Neglect of “judging the body rightly” emboldens 
unrestrained and undisciplined living.  Lastly, we must be unified in 
our desire to maintain order in our gatherings.  This order requires 
proper use of spiritual gifts. 

III. Growth in the Spirit is a Necessity: Paul is not rebuking the use of 
spiritual gifts!  On the contrary, he praises the Corinthians for the 
abundance of the flow of the Spirit in their midst.  Paulʼs teaching is 
an attempt to bring some order to what they do that they might 
maximize the purpose of Godʼs outpouring: bringing maximum glory 
to God!  Learning how to employ spiritual gifts is vital because they 
are the means God has given to nurture growth.  This occurs in the 
congregation through edification and beyond it through evangelism.  
God works through spiritual gifts to reproduce the ministry of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in His church.  As 4:20 so well says, kingdom 
ministry involves signs, wonders, and miracles that demonstrate the 
power of God.  Just as faith without works is dead, so is theology 
without experience! 

 
I cannot stress this enough: a key to understanding Paulʼs teaching in this 
book is to understand he is elaborating on two primary dynamics which, if 
they work together, will produce edification: a) that believers grow out in 
evangelism and b) believers grow up in maturity and character.  The Holy 
Spiritʼs power is shown as the source of both and only occurs as the 
individual member of the body invites Him to work in himself personally.  
The two dynamics are the Spiritʼs gifts and love.  The supernatural 
operation of the Spirit makes the church truly effective.  However, the gifts 
involve such supernatural promptings and workings that human 
dispositions sometime get in the way, pride sometimes becomes a factor 
and at other times people feel God will never use them in this way.  This is 
why the gifts must be accompanied by love.  1 Corinthians 13 seems to be 
Godʼs way of saying, since it is in the midst of teaching on the giftsʼ 
operation, “I want the gifts which I desire to distribute (12:11) to manifest 
the loving heart of the God who gives them!”  Indeed, the gifts of the Spirit 
are to operate in the spirit of the gifts- love!  This results in a church that 
will abound in grace and people. 
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A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
The book starts with talk of the cross, a message designed to transform 
lives and make whole groups conform to the image of Christ.  The 
Corinthiansʼ carnality blew this image.  Hence, the writing of this letter.  For 
this reason, my key word is the phrase: CORRECTION OF CARNALITY.   
 
KEY VERSE(S) AND CHAPTER- 
In keeping with my key word, my key verse is a thought we would all do 
well to keep in mind: 1 Corinthians 6:19,20.  As to key chapter, it deals with 
the motivation of everything we do, whether it is holiness or how we act in 
church: 1 Corinthians 13. 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 As the One who died on the cross and calls to people to apostleship 
(1) 

 The One who is the wisdom of God and the power of God (1) 
 The One who is the Rock (10:4) and our example in all behavior 

(11:1) 
 The one whose body is the church (12) and who is resurrected (15) 

 
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE BOOK- 

 The One who manifests and distributes gifts according to His own 
will (12-14) 

 The One who reveals the things of God to the human spirit in a way 
that prevents all grounds for pride (2:1-13) 

 He is the One who lives in us, calling us to holiness (3:16, 6:19) 
 The agent of washing, sanctifying and justifying (6:11) 


