
ACTS (Teacherʼs Edition) 
 
Part One: The Witness in Jerusalem (1:1--8:3) 
I. The Power of the Church  1:1--2:47  
    A. Introduction to Acts  1:1-3  
    B. Appearances of the Resurrected Christ  1:4-8  
    C. Ascension of Christ  1:9-11  
    D. Anticipation of the Holy Spirit  1:12-14  
    E. Appointment of Matthias  1:15-26  
    F. Filling with the Holy Spirit  2:1-4  
    G. Speaking with Other Tongues  2:5-13  
    H. Peter Explains Pentecost  2:14-39  
    I. Practices of the Early Church  2:40-47  
II. The Progress of the Church  3:1--8:3  
    A. Peter Heals the Lame Man  3:1-10  
    B. Peter's Second Sermon  3:11-26  
    C. Peter and John Are Arrested  4:1-4  
    D. Peter Preaches to the Jewish Sanhedrin 4:5-12 
    E. Sanhedrin Commands Peter Not to Preach 4:13-22 
    F. Apostles' Prayer for Boldness  4:23-31  
    G. Early Church Voluntarily Shares  4:32-37  
    H. Ananias and Sapphira Lie  5:1-11  
    I. Apostles' Mighty Miracles  5:12-16  
    J. Apostles' Persecution  5:17-42  
    K. Deacons Are Appointed  6:1-7  
    L. Stephen is Martyred  6:8--7:60  
    M. Saul Persecutes the Church  8:1-3  
 
Part Two: The Witness in Judea and Samaria (8:4--12:25) 
I. The Witness of Philip  8:4-40  
    A. Philip Witnesses to the Samaritans  8:4-25  
    B. Philip Witnesses to the Ethiopian  8:26-40  
II. The Conversion of Saul  9:1-31  
    A. Saul is Converted and Blinded  9:1-9  
    B. Saul is Filled with the Holy Spirit  9:10-19  
    C. Saul Preaches at Damascus  9:20-22  
    D. Saul Witnesses in Jerusalem  9:23-31  
III. The Witness of Peter  9:32--11:18  
    A. Peter Heals Aeneas at Lydda  9:32-35  
    B. Peter Raises Dorcas at Joppa  9:36-43  
    C. Peter Witnesses to Cornelius at Caesarea 10:1--11:18 
IV. The Witness of the Early Church  11:19--12:24  
    A. The Witness of the Antioch Church  11:19-30  

    B. The Persecution by Herod  12:1-24  
 
Part Three: The Witness to the End of the Earth (12:25--28:31) 
I. The First Missionary Journey  12:25--14:28  
    A. Barnabas and Saul are Sent from Antioch 12:25--13:3 
    B. Ministry at Cyprus  13:4-12  
    C. Ministry at Antioch  13:13-50  
    D. Ministry at Iconium  13:51--14:5  
    E. Ministry at Lystra  14:6-20  
    F. Ministry on the Return Trip  14:21-25  
    G. Report on the First Missionary Journey 14:26-28  
II. The Jerusalem Council  15:1-35  
    A. Debate over Gentiles Keeping the Law  15:1-5  
    B. Peter Preaches Salvation through Grace 15:6-11 
    C. Paul and Barnabas Testify  15:12  
    D. James Proves Gentiles Are Free from the Law 15:13-21 
    E. The Council Sends an Official Letter 15:22-29  
    F. Report to Antioch  15:30-35  
III. The Second Missionary Journey  15:36--18:22  
    A. Disagreement over John Mark  15:36-41  
    B. Derbe and Lystra: Timothy is Circumcised  16:1-5 
    C. Troas: Macedonian Call  16:6-10  
    D. Philippi: Extensive Ministry  16:11-40  
    E. Thessalonica: "Turn the World Upside Down”      17:1-9 
    F. Berea: Many Receive the Word  17:10-15  
    G. Athens: Paul's Sermon in the Areopagus 17:16-34 
    H. Corinth: One-and-a-half Years of Ministry 18:1-17 
    I. Return Trip to Antioch  18:18-22  
IV. The Third Missionary Journey  18:23--21:14  
    A. Galatia and Phrygia: Strengthening the Disciples  18:23 
    B. Ephesus: Three Years of Ministry  18:24--19:41  
    C. Macedonia: Three Months of Ministry  20:1-6  
    D. Troas: Eutychus Falls from Loft  20:7-12  
    E. Miletus: Paul Bids Farewell to Ephesian Elders 20:13-38 
    F. Tyre: Paul is Warned about Jerusalem  21:1-6  
    G.Caesarea: Agabus' Prediction  21:7-14  
V. The Trip to Rome  21:15-28:31  
    A. Paul Witnesses in Jerusalem  21:15--23:33  
    B. Paul Witnesses in Caesarea  23:34--26:32  
    C. Paul Witnesses in Rome  27:1--28:31  

 
AUTHOR- 
There can be little doubt that the Book of Acts and the Gospel of Luke come from the 
same author. Each book is addressed to the same individual, Theophilus. The 
similarities between the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts in literary style, vocabulary, 
and theological ideas are unmistakable. Although the author does not identify himself by 
name, scholars have ascribed the authorship of both books to Luke, the companion of 
Paul.  Here is a fascinating point: the size of Luke and Acts combined makes the author 
of these two books the chief contributor to the New Testament, having written 25% of all 
Scripture in the NT. Taken as a whole, Luke and Acts are a larger work than the 
combined letters of Paul! 
 
WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
All we know for sure is that this great book was written after the Gospel.  However, we 
do know that Luke tells the story of the early church within the framework of 
geographical, political, and historical details that could only fit in the first century.  
Furthermore, since there is no mention of the fall of Jerusalem or Neroʼs persecution 
(which began around A.D. 64), and since the book abruptly ends in Paulʼs imprisonment 
and does not discuss his death, it is logical to date this book somewhere near the end of 
Paulʼs imprisonment, about A.D. 62. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
An overview of the outline of the book tells you something very interesting.  Acts 1:8 
provides the framework for the whole book!  Chapters 1-7 focus on the early church in 
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Jerusalem. This part of the book tells of successes, persecutions, and tremendous 
cooperation and mutual assistance by believers. At the same time, however, changes 
and expansion put a serious strain on the fellowship as the church tried to seek Christʼs 
will (6:1). 
But the death of Stephen in chapter 7 marks the beginning of a transition as tremendous 
persecution forced Christians to leave Jerusalem. But God used the intended evil of the 
persecutors to help spread the gospel in Judea and Samaria! The conversion of Paul 
and Peterʼs new openness to a Gentile ministry made possible the spread of the gospel 
to the world! 
You can clearly see this develop as the transitional part of Acts continues in chapters 11-
13 as Peter convinced others in Jerusalem that Gentiles needed to hear the gospel as 
much as the Jews. The dispersion of Christians from Jerusalem resulted in a strong 
church at Antioch (11:19-30). By chapter 13, the influence and missionary efforts of the 
church at Antioch began to surpass those of the church in Jerusalem. 
It is the vision of the Christians in Antioch that shaped the remaining chapters of Acts. 
Their sensitivity to Godʼs Spirit resulted in the missionary journeys of Paul and the 
spread of the gospel throughout Asia Minor and, ultimately, to Europe and Rome. Paulʼs 
arrival at Rome marked the advent of Christʼs message at the very seat of civilization 
and the symbolic completion of His mission that began in Acts 1:8. 
There are also many interesting features in this awesome book.  For instance, Luke is a 
reliable historian, in part because of the sources he used. He was closely associated 
with many events of Paul's mission, and this results in greater vividness in the latter half 
of Acts. At three places the narrative changes to the first person indicating that Luke was 
personally present.  Also, Luke had the benefit of a wide circle of contacts. In the Book of 
Acts he mentions 95 different persons from 32 countries, 54 cities, and 9 Mediterranean 
islands. From these he gathered information for the first part of Acts especially (chaps. 
1-12) and for the gospel. Luke, however, writes selective history, focusing only on the 
course of the gospel from Jerusalem to Rome. 
Another interesting feature is a question: what was Lukeʼs reason for dividing his work 
into Luke and Acts rather than just one book? The obvious solution would be that Luke 
focuses on Jesus Himself while Acts focuses on the followers of Jesus who continued 
their Masterʼs work. But this ignores Acts 1:1, where Luke says: “In my former book ... I 
wrote about all Jesus began to do and teach...” Luke implied that Jesus continued to do 
and teach more, and that His story was incomplete where the Gospel ended. In fact, a 
careful reading of Acts makes it clear that Jesus remained the active, living, focus of 
Lukeʼs story. He healed, spoke, and directed the work of His disciples. Even when they 
preached, the disciples thought of Jesus as literally present in their preaching. They 
asked the listeners of those first sermons, not merely to believe facts about Jesus, but to 
encounter Him through their words. The ascension marked not Christʼs departure, but a 
change in the way Christ performs His ministry of salvation and grace. Consequently, 
Acts is the continuing story of Jesusʼ work but without the limitations of time and space. 
Acts simply tells what Jesus is now doing through His new body, which is the church. 
As in the Gospel of Luke, Luke writes to Gentiles. He wants his audience to know the 
truthful and triumphant course of the gospel, beginning in Jesus and continuing in the 
church that is His body, indwelt by His Spirit (Acts 1:1). 
In addition, however, Luke defends, where possible, the Christian faith from suspicion of 
sedition or superstition. The "Way" (9:2) is not a secret, subversive cult (26:26). On the 
contrary, it is proclaimed in the city squares for all to hear and judge. If Christians are 
suspected of sedition against Rome, Luke shows that in each instance where they are 
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brought before Roman authorities they are acquitted (Acts 16:39; 17:6; 18:12; 19:37; 
23:29; 25:25; 26:31). Luke devotes nearly one third of Acts to Paul's imprisonment. He 
does this not only to show that the gospel reaches its destination in spite of 
insurmountable obstacles, but also to show that Paul and his message are not politically 
subversive. 
We can also note that this book could justly be entitled, "The Acts of the Holy Spirit," for 
the Spirit is mentioned nearly 60 times in the book. In His parting words, Jesus reminds 
the disciples of the promise of the Father (1:4-8); ten days later the power of the Spirit 
descends at Pentecost (2:1-4). Persons "from every nation under heaven" (2:5) are 
enabled by the Holy Spirit to hear "the wonderful works of God" (2:11), and so the 
Christian church was born.  You can justly say that Pentecost was a reversal of the 
Tower of Babel where language became confused and nations were separated by 
misunderstanding (Gen 11:1-9). At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit gathered persons from 
every nation into one united fellowship.  
From Pentecost onward, the Holy Spirit directs the unfolding drama of the growth of the 
church.  Ordinary people are empowered to perform extraordinary feats and the witness 
of the Church is vibrant and bold.  A faltering apostle is empowered to address 
multitudes (2:14) or make a defense before rulers (4:8). A prayer fellowship is shaken 
(4:31); a deacon defends his faith by martyrdom (7:58). The despised Samaritans 
receive the Spirit (8:4-8), as does a Gentile soldier (10). A staunch persecutor of the 
gospel is converted (9:1-19), and through him the gospel reaches the capital of the 
world!  In fact, Paul reaches Rome in chains. Circumstances, too, may be adverse: 
persecutions (8:3-4; 11:19), famines (11:27-30), opposition (13:45), or violent storms 
(27). Through it all, however, the Holy Spirit directs the drama so that "all things work 
together for good" (Rom 8:28) to further the cause of Christ. 
Though I could save this for the next section, I want to include something demonstrated 
in Acts that is of incredible value to us.  This book gives us a template on how we can 
obey the Great Commission.  Many people puzzle over how to proclaim the message of 
Christ.  As if to help us with that, God inspired Luke in his writing: nearly one fifth of Acts 
consists of speeches, primarily from Peter, Stephen, and Paul. Common to each of the 
speeches is a basic framework of gospel proclamation. This proclamation can be 
outlined as follows: 
 

1. The promises of God in the Old Testament are now fulfilled. 
2. The Messiah has come in Jesus of Nazareth. 
3. He did good and mighty works by the power of God. 
4. He was crucified according to the purpose of God. 
5. He was raised from the dead by the power of God. 
6. He now reigns by the power of God. 
7. He will come again to judge and restore all things for the purpose of God.  
8. All who hear should repent and be baptized. 

 
This outline is our earliest example of the gospel proclaimed by the early church. It is the 
"foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
cornerstone" (Eph 2:20), upon which the church is built. In this sense, the Book of Acts is 
not yet completed, for each generation is enabled by the Holy Spirit to add its chapters 
by proclaiming the "wonderful works of God" (2:11). 
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BASIC THEMES IN ACTS- 
So much to cover! 
A primary truth in the Book of Acts is that the message Jesus preached- the gospel of 
the kingdom- was continued and carried forth as the theme and thrust of the churchʼs 
ministry.  Believerʼs empowered and anointed by the Holy Spirit became the continuing 
vehicle through which the message of salvation and restoration traveled.  I.e., what 
began as Godʼs role- incarnated and extended in Jesus- now was being transmitted 
through His church, “His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Ephesians 1:23). 
Acts testifies that in all that Jesus began to do and teach He commissioned His followers 
to continue.  This book contains the evidence that they did just that, and with the same 
power He did!  Now, with His death, resurrection and ascension securing our 
redemption, Jesus promises power to minister Godʼs overruling grace and power to 
break Satanʼs strongholds and set people free. 
There are eight direct references to “the kingdom of God” in Acts, combining to verify this 
message to be the timeless theme of the churchʼs proclamation.  Some of the revelation 
we get from this is: 

1. Acts 1 reveals that Jesusʼ last days were devoted to deepening and 
reviewing the message of the kingdom with His followers.  They especially 
needed the instruction then in light of how all they had been taught formerly 
was taking on new meaning in light of His passion and resurrection.  The 
truth of the gospel and their mission to spread it became clearer than ever. 

2. Acts 1:6 clarifies the churchʼs mission to minister rather than speculate.  
Forget all the end-time controversies!  They are secondary issues!  Jesus 
put the disciples back onto their primary track of mission and call by in 
essence telling them, “Donʼt worry about the end-time aspect of the 
kingdom, but be filled with the Holy Spirit.  He will enable you to do kingdom 
business until I come again.” 

3. Acts 8:12 discusses Phillipʼs evangelistic ministry in Samaria as he 
preached concerning the kingdom of God.  This preaching models how ours 
should be: 1) grounded in Godʼs word (8:4), 2) glorifying Christ, not 
ourselves or our ministries (8:5), 3) ministering in the authority of His name, 
resulting in supernatural confirmation (8:12). 

4. Acts 14:22 reveals how the message of the kingdom does not have its 
positive note of victory violated by the presence of trials, which will definitely 
come.  Paul and Barnabas teach a valuable truth: while the rule of God 
enters our midst, seasons of trial and travail come.  The kingdom is spread 
through human vessels that are often opposed by hostile circumstances. 

5. In Acts 19 & 20 we see the disclosure, in Paul, of the evidence of true 
kingdom ministry: miracles of healing and deliverance, spiritual opposition, 
Godʼs Word prevailing as it is continuously preached, and large numbers of 
believers added. 

6. The very conclusion of Acts shows us the way that the continuing testimony 
of Christ and His kingdom extended to and throughout the capital of the 
empire itself (28:23, 30-31).  Thus the Book of Acts, which models the early 
church at work in the power of the Spirit, a) denotes our assigned message 
theme as “the kingdom of God”, b) defines its content, and c) describes the 
results we can expect to follow its proclamation: “The King has come, and 
His Kingdom grace and power are here for you today!” 
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Other themes in Acts remind us of our study of Lukeʼs Gospel: 
Concern for outcasts and sinners. Both in the Gospel and in Acts, Luke showed special 
sympathy toward persons who fell outside the traditional Jewish boundaries of 
acceptability. The shepherds who attended the birth of Christ would not have been 
admitted to the Temple or synagogue for worship because keeping sheep made them 
“unclean.” Yet, the Spirit led Luke to record the angelsʼ invitation to these men to gather 
around the manger. In Acts, the Ethiopian eunuch (8:26-40), Cornelius (10), and the 
Philippian jailer (16:22-34) all represent persons rejected by Judaism but accepted and 
redeemed by Christ. 
An emphasis on women. Women constituted a special group of persons cut off from the 
center of Jewish worship. They were not permitted beyond their own court in the Temple, 
and in the synagogues they were forced to stand behind a partition while men read from 
the Scripture. A prescribed morning prayer that was popular during the first century was, 
“Blessed be God that He did not make me a Gentile, a slave, or a woman.” Luke, 
however, carefully recorded the importance of the role of women in the spread of the 
gospel. He told about the birth of Jesus from Maryʼs viewpoint (as opposed to Matthewʼs 
version from Josephʼs experience). Luke is also the only Gospel that mentions the 
prophetess Anna (Luke 2:36-38), the widow at Nain (Luke 7:11-17), and the Galilean 
women who supported Jesusʼ ministry (Luke 8:2). In Acts, Luke specifically drew 
attention to the conversions and consequent roles of Lydia (16:11-15, 40) and Priscilla 
(18:18-28). He also mentioned regularly the conversion of nameless women at various 
stops on the missionary journeys of Paul (see 17:4 as one example). Judaism allowed 
no room for women leaders, and Jews would not have considered female converts worth 
mentioning. 
The holiness of Jesus and His followers. All the principal characters of Lukeʼs story 
demonstrated great personal devotion to God and tremendous personal discipline in 
their spiritual lives. In the Gospel, Mary and Joseph performed all of Judaismʼs 
prescribed rituals associated with childbirth and the dedication of a new infant. Jesus 
worshiped in the synagogue “as was his custom” (Luke 4:16), and prayed regularly. In 
Acts, the disciples showed the same qualities. The first few chapters constantly describe 
the apostles in the Temple praying. The same type of spirituality punctuated Paulʼs 
ministry. 
 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
Because of Lukeʼs strong emphasis on the Holy Spirit, both in Acts and his Gospel, as 
the source of not only Jesusʼ ministry but also that of His followers, my key word is a 
phrase: EMPOWERED FOR WITNESS. 
 
KEY VERSE (S) AND CHAPTER- 
It makes sense that the key verse is an extension of the key word and speaks to the 
source of the churchʼs ability to fulfill its role in making the message of the kingdom 
known: Acts 1:8.  The key chapter can also revolve around this theme- it is the story of 
its fulfillment: Acts 2.  This chapter reveals the birthing of the church as it records the 
fulfillment of Christʼs command to wait until the Holy Spirit arrived to empower and direct 
our witness. 
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JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 
• As a historical figure, a man empowered to perform signs and wonders (2:22; 

10:38) 
• As the resurrected one fulfilling OT prophecy (1:3; 2:24-32) 
• As the one exalted to universal dominion as Lord (2:33-36, 3:21) 
• The one who is the source of the Spirit (2:33) 
• As judge of the living and the dead (10:42) 
• The one who will return in triumph at the end of the age (1:11) 
• The one who in whom there is forgiveness of sins if you believe (Acts 4:12) 
• The one in whose name miracles happen (Acts 3:16) and the gift of the Holy 

Spirit is given (Acts 2:38) 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 
The power of the Holy Spirit through the church is the most striking feature in Acts.  But 
the work of the Holy Spirit cannot be understood without seeing the relationship between 
Acts and the Gospels. 

• Jesusʼ and the churchʼs ministry began with a power encounter with the Spirit 
• The Spirit gives the church the same authority to do miracles that Jesus had 
• The Holy Spirit is said to fall upon people, fill people, be received by people or be 

poured out upon people- this speaks to a relational dynamic more than a 
theology 

• All the miracles, including tongues, demons cast out, healings, words of 
knowledge, etc., are the working of the Spirit 

You can say that the book of Acts is the story of the disciples receiving what Jesus 
received in order to do what Jesus did. 
 
SOME TRUTHS AND APPLICATIONS- 
There are so many lessons in this book!  Several important ones: 

I. We learn how to practice Christianity under the power of the Spirit, teaching us 
how to live together in meaningful Christian fellowship, sharing freely with one 
another, eating together, studying the Word and praying (2:42; 4:32-35) 

II. We learn that Christians will inevitably have disagreements (6:1; 11:1-3; 15:2, 7, 
36-39), but that God gives grace and wisdom to settle differences- and that 
through His Spirit (15:12-22).  Of important note to us is that even though the 
church had its share of strong personalities, there was a willingness to listen and 
to submit to one another (15:6-14).  We, too, should learn to submit to one 
another. 

III. One of the most striking characteristics of the early church was its spiritual 
power, so lacking in us today.  Their source can be traced to things we must do: 
they fasted and prayed fervently (2:42; 6:4; 13:3) and their faith released the 
miracle working power of God (3:16).  We need not be superstars; for the record 
in Acts proves that ordinary people can do extraordinary things- signs will follow 
us if we will only believe! 

IV. Acts 2, 10, 19, etc., show us that the Baptism in the Spirit with the gift of 
empowering prayer called praying in tongues was the evidence considered by 
the early church as the sign that a person had received the Spirit.  This 
empowerment was an integral prerequisite for the early church in the 
proclamation of the gospel in an effective, world-changing manner.  This is still 
true today!   
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V. Acts 13:1-3 teaches us that we should always go to the Lord in fasting and prayer 
when making decisions- especially regarding Spiritual leadership.  Once we hear 
from God, we should release people to go and do what God, the Holy Spirit, has 
set them apart to do.   

VI. Acts 3:21, and 14:3 speak to something the entire book calls us to: bold faith.  It 
is refreshing to read about men and women who believed in our awesome God to 
do awesome things in awesome ways.  Let us believe that God will fulfill 
everything He has promised in His word.  Let us call on the Lord to confirm the 
gospel we preach with signs, wonders, and miracles. 

VII. Acts 14:8-18 teaches leaders not to receive inordinate praise from others.  We 
should dispel unrighteous adulation from admirers.  

VIII. Acts 16:1-5 instructs us that as we grow and learn from the Lord, we should be a 
mentor to others.  Decide now that when you are done with this study of the 
Bible, you will go after other people and begin to personally train them, i.e. find 
your Timothy! 


