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AUTHOR AND WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
This pastoral letter has been called the "swan song" of Paul. It is the final 
message of the apostle. There is a deep solemnity in the epistle bordering 
on a note of sadness. But above it there is a tone of triumph. "I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith" (4:6-8).  
The following is a probable calendar of Paul's life during his closing years: 
A.D. 58 he was arrested in Jerusalem; A.D. 61 he arrived in Rome; A.D. 
61-63 mark his first Roman imprisonment; A.D. 64-67 he was released, 
during which interval he wrote 1 Timothy and Titus from Macedonia; A.D. 
67, 2 Timothy was penned from Rome; A.D. 67-68 Paul was arrested and 
put to death. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOK- 
As far as we can determine, Paul was released from Roman imprisonment 
shortly after Acts was written and engaged in additional missionary travels, 
journeying as far as Spain. During the era of persecutions initiated by Nero 
in A.D. 64, Paul was arrested again, probably in Troas (4:13), and taken to 
Rome. The circumstances of his second Roman imprisonment were quite 
different from those of his first. Previously, he was in his own hired dwelling 
and was able to receive visitors freely, but now he was confined in a 
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dungeon and friends could only see him with difficulty. Formerly he had 
expected to be released, but now he looked forward to death (4:6–8). At 
the writing of this letter, only Luke was with Paul (4:11), all others having 
left for various reasons.  
Ultimately, the letter was occasioned by Paulʼs concern for Timothyʼs 
needs as well as for his own. He reminded Timothy of his responsibilities 
and admonished him to give himself wholeheartedly to his task. As for 
himself, Paul needed certain personal effects (4:13) and in his loneliness 
desired to see Timothy and Mark (4:9–11). There is little question that Paul 
wrote this letter shortly before his death.  
 
BASIC THEMES IN 2 TIMOTHY- 
Paulʼs immediate purpose in the letter was to issue an affectionate appeal 
to Timothy to come to him (4:9, 11, 13, 21). Paulʼs continuing concern, as 
in his first letter, was the welfare of the church, and he gave Timothy 
instructions for perfecting its organization and safeguarding the gospel. 
With the realization that his death was imminent, and that Timothy might 
not reach him in time for a final visit, Paul injected into this letter solemn 
words of admonition. His preoccupation was with the gospel, and he 
expressed to Timothy his concern that his young coworker would faithfully 
transmit the gospel after the old warriorʼs death. The letter urges Timothy 
to be faithful in the face of hardships, desertions, and error. You should 
note that although Paul is terse and to the point, he is also tender, warm, 
and affectionate. 2 Timothy reveals Paulʼs emotions more than his intellect, 
because his heart was speaking. Consequently, the letter is not an orderly, 
well-planned literary production, but a personal note containing the 
apostleʼs last will and testament.  
Paul was well aware that hardships and conflict are a part of Christian 
ministry. One of the essential characteristics of a faithful servant of Christ 
is endurance in the midst of difficulties. To encourage Timothy in this 
virtue, the apostle reminds him that Jesus Christ is “of the seed of David” 
and “was raised from the dead” (2:8). Mention of the seed of David links 
Christ with the Davidic covenant (see 2 Sam. 7:11–16), which states that a 
Son of David will rule on his throne forever. Furthermore, Christ has been 
resurrected; He is alive. The promise of ruling and reigning with Him (see 
2:11–13) is set before Timothy as a motive for faithful endurance in 
ministry. A special crown will be given to those who faithfully serve the 
Lord and wait for His return (4:8). 
This epistle is also, like its predecessor, a handbook for young ministers of 
the gospel. It emphasizes the practical path of faith. Clear guidance is 
given for counsel for those seeking freedom from impure practices or 
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spiritual defilement (2 Tim. 2:19–26) and warnings are found in negative 
examples of people who claim truth but who oppose it by their sinful 
behavior (2 Tim. 1:15; 2:17; 4:10, 14). In contrast, the solid terrain of the 
inspired Word of God is pointed to as grounds for durable living and for 
edifying, life-enriching teaching (2 Tim. 3:14–4:5). A clear-headed focus is 
maintained toward sound living in a fickle world, while a clear-eyed vision 
is kept toward the ultimate kingdom, the fullest manifestation of which is 
yet to come, at which time all who belong to the King will want to be found 
faithful (2 Tim. 4:1, 18). 
I would like all of us to note the advice Paul gives to Timothy as a mentor.  
There are 5 “musts”.   

Timothy must… Because…. 
Share in suffering for the gospel 

(1:8; 2:3) 
Through such sharing others will be 

saved (2:10) 
Continue in sound doctrine (1:13; 

2:15) 
False doctrine spreads and leads to 

ungodliness (2:16–17) 
Flee youthful lusts (2:22) He must be cleansed and set apart 

for the Masterʼs use (2:21) 
Avoid contentiousness (2:23–25) He must gently lead others to the 

truth (2:24–26) 
Militantly preach the gospel (4:2) Great apostasy is coming (4:3–4) 

 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
My key word is a phrase: Endurance in the Pastoral Ministry.  Paul 
commissions Timothy to endure faithfully and carry on the work that the 
condemned apostle must now relinquish- and he wants him to do it until 
the very end, as Paul was now doing, using the Word of God constantly in 
order to overcome growing obstacles to the spread of the gospel. 
 
KEY VERSE (S) AND CHAPTER- 
My key verse is related to my key word and calls us to the finish line and 
reminds us why we need to finish right: 2 Timothy 2:3, 4.  As to my key 
chapter, I think 2 Timothy 2 ought to be required daily reading for every 
person in ministry or leadership.  Paul lists the keys to an enduring 
ministry: it is reproducing (vv. 1, 2), enduring (vv. 3–13), it studies (vv. 14–
18), and it is holy (vv. 19–26). 
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JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 
 Grace, mercy, peace, and even life itself, reside in Jesus and are 

derived from Him (2 Tim. 1:1–2, 9–10, 13, 16, 18; 2:1) 
 Jesus came to earth as a man (2:8) to be our Savior (1:10; 2:10; 

3:15) and was resurrected (2:8) 
 He is faithful to those who follow Him (2 Tim. 1:12; 2:11–12; 4:17–

18, 22) and consistent in His purposes (2:12–13) 
 He grants spiritual understanding (2:7) 
 Christ will appear at His Second Coming as the righteous judge (4:1, 

8; see 1:18; 4:14, 16) 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 The Holy Spirit had given Timothy a gift and Paul exhorted him to 
use it actively (2 Tim. 1:6) 

 The Holy Spirit grants power, love, and a sound mind (1:7) 
 The indwelling Holy Spirit enables us to be faithful to the gospel and 

to safeguard its purity (1:13–14) 
 
SOME TRUTHS & APPLICATIONS- 

1) 2 Tim 1:3; 2:15; 3:12-Being like God is living like He has told us to 
live; this involves studying and applying the Scriptures. Those who 
do so will become living reproof to those who do not- and Godly 
living always encounters persecution!  Hence, we should strictly 
maintain a clear conscience before God and man and devote 
ourselves to Bible study. Become a sensible interpreter of Scripture.   

2) 2 Tim 3:16; 4:3-5-Believe absolutely in the divine inspiration of the 
Scriptures!  A very high view of the Bible yields the ability to face 
opposition fearlessly.  Remember: people want to hear things that 
give them excuses to disobey the Word.  But you submit to it and 
donʼt compromise its truth or be frustrated by opposition.  Be 
tirelessly faithful to what God has called you to do! 

3) 2 Tim 1:8; 2:2; 4:1-2-To be a minister is to be a servant of the Word.  
Preach the gospel boldly, without fear!  Communicate its truth 
exactly and accurately, training others to do the same. (Look at the 
four generations in 2:2!)  Be prepared always, whether convenient or 
inconvenient, to proclaim it and to patiently exhort, meaning to urge 
one to pursue a Godly course of conduct, to patiently rebuke, 
meaning to censure or admonish, and to patiently reprove, meaning 
to expose that which is wrong in oneʼs behavior.  And do it all in love!   


