
2 PETER & JUDE (Teacher’s Edition) 
2 Peter 
I. Cultivation of Christian Character   1  
    A. Salutation  1:1-2  
    B. Growth in Christ  1:3-14  
    C. Grounds of Belief  1:15-21  
        1. Experience of the Transfiguration 1:15-18  
        2. Certainty of the Scriptures 1:19-21  
II. Condemnation of False Teachers  2  
    A. Danger of False Teachers  2:1-3  
    B. Destruction of False Teachers  2:4-9  
    C. Description of False Teachers  2:10-22  
III. Confidence of Christ's Return  3  
    A. Mockery in the Last Days  3:1-7  
    B. Manifestation of the Day of the Lord  3:8-10  
    C. Maturity in View of the Day of the Lord  3:11-18  
 
Jude 
I. Purpose of Jude   1:1-4  
II. Description of False Teachers   1:5-16  
    A. Past Judgment of False Teachers  1:5-7  
    B. Present Characteristics of False Teachers  1:8-13 
    C. Future Judgment of False Teachers  1:14-16  
III. Defense against False Teachers  1:17-23  
IV. Doxology of Jude   1:24-25  
 
AUTHORS AND WHEN THE BOOKS WERE WRITTEN- 
For a variety of reasons, 2 Peter was the most contested book of the NT.  
Many New Testament scholars question Peter’s authorship of this letter, 
primarily because it differs in style and thought from 1 Peter and because 
there is little evidence from the early church fathers supporting Peter as the 
author. Some scholars maintain that an author passed on apostolic 
teaching after Peter’s martyrdom by writing in his name, suggesting that 
this was an accepted literary practice in the first century. However, we can 
easily hold that Peter wrote both epistles, explaining the differences by 
Peter’s using a helper other than Silvanus (1 Pet. 5:12), or by writing the 
letter himself, without scribal help, which seems likely.  The author 
identifies himself as Simon Peter, an apostle (1:1); he claims to have been 
with Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration (1:16–18); he had written a 
previous letter to the people to whom 2 Peter is addressed (3:1); and he 
uses many words and phrases similar to those found in 1 Peter.  
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The author of Jude identifies himself as the “brother of James,” likely the 
James who was the brother of our Lord and leader of the Jerusalem 
church. Mark 6:3 mentions Jude (Judas) as a brother of the Lord. 
Considerations in establishing the date of Jude include whether this letter 
is dependent upon 2 Peter, or whether 2 Peter is dependent upon Jude 
(since nearly all of Jude 4-18 appears in 2 Peter 2) or whether both letters 
have drawn from a third document, which circulated as a warning against 
false teachers. If Jude was written before 2 Peter, it may have been as 
early as A.D. 65. If it was written after 2 Peter, as many scholars assume, 
it may have been as late as A.D. 80. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOKS- 
2 Peter 
Peter's second epistle may be viewed as a complement to his first. It deals 
with the second coming of Christ and the evils preceding this great event. 
Its primary purpose was to combat false teachers. Widespread in the 
ancient world was the view that sparks of eternal light lay trapped within 
the prisons of human bodies. These sparks of light, which longed to return 
to their primal home, could be liberated only by gnosis, or knowledge. This 
heretical belief system is called “Antinomian Gnosticism”.  The word 
“antinomian” means “no law”.  Second Peter uses "knowledge" (1:5-6; 
3:18) to show that only in Jesus Christ is the knowledge of God and 
salvation fully revealed. These false teachers also must have been critical 
of the delay in Christ's return.  
While the first epistle also speaks of the second coming, it does not deal 
with the conditions prior to that prophetic event. Stern warning is given of 
coming apostasy, when monetary considerations would sway church 
leaders. As a result, loose morality and general iniquity would abound. In 2 
Peter 1, there is an exposition of certain precious promises of God's Word; 
in 2 Peter 2 there is rebuke of false teachers; in 2 Peter 3 the writer deals 
with the certainty of the coming of the Lord and the prevailing skepticism of 
the end time. 
Jude 
The Epistle of Jude has the character of a tract or brief essay written for a 
general Christian audience (v. 1). The author set out to write about "our 
common salvation" (v. 1:3), but the more pressing issue of false teachers 
launched him into a bitter attack on the "ungodly" (v. 1:15).  Jude’s 
language is extremely stern toward heretics. He denounces and threatens 
them rather than refuting them. Their ungodliness took the form of denying 
the lordship of Jesus Christ and, in the name of grace (v. 1:4), justifying a 
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life that included immorality of all sorts (vv. 1:4,7,16), mercenary interests 
(v. 1:11,16), cheap talk (v. 1:16), and utter worldliness (v. 1:19). 
The false teachers attacked by Jude seem to have separated "spiritual" 
matters from behavior. Apparently they taught that the world is evil, and 
therefore it makes little difference how one behaves. Like the Nicolaitans 
(Rev 2:6, 15), the false teachers deserved the just punishment of God. 
They refused to recognize the implications of the incarnation-that if God 
cared enough to send His Son into the world, then He certainly cares how 
people behave in it. 
 
BASIC THEMES IN BOTH BOOKS- 
In the differences between 1 Peter and 2 Peter, you may say that there is 
a shift of emphasis from a hope by which one can live to a hope on which 
one can count. The epistle speaks to the assurance of salvation by 
revealing the extraordinary: Christians are "partakers of the divine nature" 
(1:4)!   
It is interesting to note Peter’s response to false teachers/teaching. The 
answer to encroaching error is steadfastness through growing in the 
knowledge of the Lord. The letter opens and closes with the theme of 
cultivating Christian maturity (1:2–11; 3:14–18). “Knowledge” is more than 
intellectual perception. It is an experience of God and Christ that results in 
moral transformation (1:2–3; 2:20). This is the true gnosis (knowledge), 
which combats heretical Gnostic influence. The basis for that knowledge is 
the Scriptures, called the “prophetic word” (1:19–21) and the “apostolic 
teaching” (3:1–2, 15–16).  
Think about this: Peter strongly supported the influence of Scripture as the 
most important factor in our faith. One who could rely so much on personal 
experience relied on the Word and only appeals to experience to further 
express the truth of Scripture (1:16-21). 
A unique contribution of 2 Peter comes in chapter three where the "day of 
the Lord" (3:10) or the "day of God" (3:12) breaks through the gloom of the 
doubters who taunt the hopeful: "Where is the promise of His coming? For 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of creation" (3:4). Such persons may be assured that God does 
not delay in coming because he lacks power or concern. Rather, what the 
unfaithful interpret as delay, the faithful know to be patience; for God is "not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance" (3:9). 
The concerns of 2 Peter are also concerns for us today as it counteracts 
worldliness and humanistic philosophy. There are still false teachers who 
deal in half-truths regarding the Christian faith, and this letter provides a 
clear response to them. 
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Jude writes as a defender of the faith who is "contending earnestly for the 
faith which was once for all delivered to the saints" (v. 1:3). The "ungodly" 
are not the heathen outside the church; they are the false teachers inside 
(v. 1:12). Their association with the faith, however, does not mean they live 
in the faith: the ungodly have not the Spirit (v. 1:19), whereas the faithful do 
(v. 1:20); the ungodly remain in eternal darkness (v. 1:13), but the saints 
have eternal life (v. 1:21). Condemning his opponents in sharp imagery, 
Jude calls them "raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; 
wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever" 
(v. 1:13). The saints, on the other hand, must set their anchor in the 
teaching of the apostles (v. 1:17), and in the love of God (v. 1:21). They 
must work to retrieve those who have been deceived from certain 
destruction (vv. 1:22-23). 
Jude's last word on the problem of corruption in the church is preserved in 
a memorable benediction. Only God can keep us from error and bring us to 
Himself.  Today, perpetrators of unbiblical ethical standards, who may 
even claim to have the Spirit, threaten the godly commitment of Christians. 
However, God’s power is able to keep us from falling. Our responsibility is 
to build ourselves up in the truth through praying in the Holy Spirit 
(tongues!) and to anticipate our final salvation. The Scriptures are our 
resource. At the same time, we are to be alert and vocal in warning those 
who are being swayed by false, humanistic philosophies prevalent today. 
I would like to summarize the above with another look at the core theme of 
both books taken as a unit. 
Both Peter and Jude look at a world gone berserk with its proud mockery 
of God. At the same time, they both observe a terrible decline of morality 
and faith among some religious leaders. The parallel thrust of the two 
epistles indicates that the two authors shared similar concerns but 
addressed them to separate audiences. 
The “last call” is an expression commonly used to describe the end times, 
as God’s last invitation goes out to mankind. His patience and grace have 
been awesome in their availability to humanity (2 Pet. 3:8–9). Such 
compassion requires a similar grace from His people that they always 
reach out to “save with fear” one last soul. Because people of Christ’s 
kingdom are never told when the concluding call will be, we are instructed 
in a lifestyle that guards against ever-increasing sinfulness and that 
experiences growth and gains for the kingdom through ever-increasing 
faith (2 Pet. 1:1–11; Jude 1–3). 
The kingdom-minded must never give place to cynicism or love-less-ness 
when facing the deepening decadence of the world. Though there are 
corrupt people within the circle of faith (2 Peter 2, Jude 4–17) as well as 
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outside, growing worse and worse (2 Peter 3, Jude 18–19), the believer is 
called to constancy:  

• “Contend for the faith” (Jude 3). Stand your ground, with a firmness 
born of an assurance that the Living Christ is within you and no 
power of darkness can triumph over you (2 Pet. 1:8–11; 3:14–18; 
Jude 24–25).  Do this always! 

• Constantly “remember” (2 Pet. 1:12–13, 15). Three times Peter 
expresses the need to be renewed through remembrance, a triple 
reminder that might possibly have been born of his own triple failure 
(Mark 14:30, 72).  Remember what the Word says and God’s 
promises to you.  Remember what God has done for you in times 
past.  Remember what the Lord has done for others. 

• Keep “praying in the Spirit” (Jude 20). A constancy in prayer—
energized and enabled by the Holy Spirit, i.e., praying in tongues 
(see Acts 2:4, 1 Cor. 14:15; Rom. 8:26–27; Eph. 6:18)—is an 
effective means of (a) intercession for the lost, (b) warfare against 
dark powers, and (c) a God-ordained means of edification. To “build 
yourself up” is not to be “puffed up” with selfish concern; it is to erect 
spiritual walls of defense against evil, and to cultivate spiritual 
strength in your own soul (1 Cor. 14:1–4). 

 
KEY WORDS- 
Both books deal with similar topics but different audiences.  Because of 
this, I chose “guard against false teachers” as my key phrase for 2 
Peter and “contend for the faith” as my key phrase for Jude. 
 
KEY VERSES AND CHAPTERS- 
Essential in combating false doctrine or teachers is having an anchor, a 
standard that is sure by which to judge everything you hear, experience 
and see.  Because 2 Peter underscores this, my key verses are 2 Peter 
1:19-21 and my key chapter is 2 Peter 1.  The Scripture clearest in 
defining the relationship between God and man on the issue of inspiration 
is contained in 1:19–21.Three distinct principles surface: 
(1) That the interpretation of Scriptures is not limited to a favored elect but 
is open for all who “rightly [divide] the word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15);  
(2) That the divinely inspired prophet did not initiate the Scripture himself; 
and 
(3) That the Holy Spirit (not the emotion or circumstances of the moment) 
moved holy men.   
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Chapter 1 should be everyone’s key chapter in the one chapter book of 
Jude!  My key verse is Jude 3 since it is a mandate in the face of 
destructive falsehoods. 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN BOTH BOOKS- 

 Jesus is God and Savior and Lord (2 Peter 1:1, 2) 
 Heaven is the eternal kingdom of Jesus (1:11) 
 Jesus is God’s unique Son (1:16-18) 
 The second coming is the day of the Lord, meaning Jesus’ day 

(1:10)  
 God protects us and “keeps” us for Christ (Jude 1) 
 False teachers ultimately deny Jesus (Jude 4) 
 We await the future blessing of “the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 

unto eternal life” (Jude 21) 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 The only direct reference to the Holy Spirit is in 2 Peter 1:21, which 
describes the Spirit’s work in “moving” the human authors of the 
prophetic Scriptures, which in turn disqualifies any “private 
interpretation” 

 The Spirit is at work in providing the “divine power” for growth in the 
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ (1:2–8; 3:18) 

 The Holy Spirit causes biblical teaching to come alive, so that the 
Christian community is built up in its “most holy faith,” that is, in the 
apostolic teaching (Jude 20). This is accomplished through “praying 
in the Holy Spirit”- tongues! 

 The Spirit is important as the One through whom God preserves His 
own from worldly error (Jude 1, 24) 

 False teachers are devoid of the Spirit (v. 19), despite whatever 
claims they may make 

 
SOME TRUTHS & APPLICATIONS- 
2 Peter 1:4, 5–8- Understand that God’s promises result in our 1) sharing 
in God’s very nature and 2) escaping moral and spiritual corruption.  We 
must recognize that an effective and productive life results by sanctification 
(character transformation) that begins with faith and results in love. 
2 Peter 2:1–3, 18–22 & Jude 3-4, 8-19, 23- Reject any teaching that 
denies the lordship of Jesus. False teachers bring about distrust of true 
ministers so we need to judge the words of every teaching but let God 
judge the teacher.  It is very important that we beware of teaching what 
sounds good but means nothing. We need to be grounded so that we 
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cannot be lured back into sin by false doctrine.  Heed Jude’s instruction: 
contend strongly for biblical faith and accept no form of alteration!  The 
Scriptures are clear: Reject anyone who teaches that grace is “God’s 
permission to sin.” This teaching is godlessness!   It is our responsibility 
to warn, exhort, and save others from error when possible. Do not let 
others fall when it is in your power to prevent it. 
 
I think it important to learn what exactly a false teacher is.  The false 
teacher or false prophet is led by the flesh, seeking to obtain power or gain 
for himself from the ministry. Initially, his message may not be false, but his 
motivation in ministry is fleshly, so he appeals to the fleshly in others, 
offering them some carnal or soulish satisfaction. He will ultimately 
introduce some doctrine that is contrary to the truth. Each of us must use 
the Word of God to measure the words any preacher speaks, and any 
variation or imbalance in what is taught must be questioned. We also need 
to be sensitive to the prompting of the Holy Spirit in this judgment. We are 
to judge only the teaching. God will judge the teacher. This guards our 
attitude and will keep us from error.  But we should have nothing to do 
with and reject any minister who 1) follows his own desires, 2) is divisive in 
any way, or 3) gives no evidence of Holy Spirit life and dynamic in his life.  
Here is a great checklist from these books: 
Recognize the marks of false teachers. Rebuke and reject any 
teacher who… 
(1) Teaches things one cannot apply.  
(2) Practices licentious behavior.  
(3) Speaks disrespectfully of authority. 
(4) Rejects established authority.  
(5) Is more worried about money than the welfare of those to whom he 
ministers. 
(6) Promises things he cannot and does not produce.  
(7) Constantly changes his message; always teaches “some new thing.” 
(8) Shows no enduring fruit. 
(9) Complains and criticizes others.  
(10) Is motivated by personal gain.  
(11) Is a self-promoter.  
(12) Flatters others when it is to his advantage. 
Jude 20, 21- The answer to all of the above?  Pray continuously in the 
Spirit. Know that this promises a certain and holy self-edification, which is 
imperative if you want to build others up. Persist in loving attitudes and 
behavior through the Holy Spirit. Keep yourself in the love of God- a love 
that will wash you and protect you! 


