
1 TIMOTHY (Teacherʼs Edition) 
I. Paul's Charge Concerning Doctrine  1  
 A. Paul's Past Charge to Timothy  1:1-11  
 B. Christ's Past Charge to Paul  1:12-17  
 C. First Charge: "Wage the Good Warfare"  1:18-20 
II. Paul's Charge Concerning Public Worship  2:1--3:16  
 A. Prayer in Public Worship  2:1-8  
 B. Women in Public Worship  2:9-15  
 C. Qualifications of Bishops  3:1-7  
 D. Qualifications of Deacons  3:8-13  
 E. Second Charge: "Conduct Yourself in the House of God" 3:14-
16 
III. Paul's Charge Concerning False Teachers  4  
 A. Description of False Teachers  4:1-5  
 B. Instruction for the True Teacher  4:6-10  
 C. Third Charge: "Do Not Neglect the Gift"  4:11-16 
IV. Paul's Charge Concerning Church Discipline  5 
 A. How to Treat All People  5:1-2  
 B. How to Treat Widows  5:3-16  
 C. How to Treat Elders  5:17-20  
 D. Fourth Charge: "Observe These Things without Bias"       5:21-25 
V. Paul's Charge Concerning Pastoral Motives  6 
 A. Exhortation to Servants  6:1-2  
 B. Exhortation to Godliness with Contentment  6:3-16 
 C. Exhortation to the Rich  6:17-19  
 D. Fifth Charge: "Guard What Was Committed"  6:20-21 
 
AUTHOR & WHEN THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN- 
This book is the first of three pastoral letters written by Paul to two of his 
young converts (1 Tim 1:2; cf. Titus 1:4) who had accompanied him on 
many of his missionary journeys. They had been established as pastors of 
churches, and these epistles were directed to them to give them 
instructions for the orderly management of the organized congregations. 
These letters thus have a special message to youthful ministers. Although 
the letters are directed to young pastors and not to churches, their 
messages are peculiarly applicable to the churches. 
Apparently Paul was released from prison at Rome between A.D. 63 and 
67. If this is true, it was during this interval that he composed this epistle. 
He also sent Titus an epistle at this time.  
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ABOUT THE BOOK- 
Before getting into this awesome book, it would be wise to get to know the 
person it was written to.  Timothy first appears in the second missionary 
journey when Paul revisited Lystra (Acts 16:1-3). Timothy was the son of a 
Gentile father and a Jewish-Christian mother named Eunice, and the 
grandson of Lois (Acts 16:1; 2 Tim 1:5).  
Timothy may have been converted under Paul's ministry, because of 
Paulʼs reference to him as his "beloved and faithful son in the Lord" (1 Cor 
4:17) and as his "true son in the faith" (1 Tim 1:2). Timothy was held in 
high regard in Lystra and Iconium, and Paul desired to take him along as a 
traveling companion (Acts 16:3).  Timothy played a prominent role in the 
remainder of the second missionary journey. When Paul was forced to 
leave Berea because of an uproar started by Jews from Thessalonica, 
Silas and Timothy were left behind to strengthen the work in Macedonia 
(Acts 17:14). After they rejoined Paul in Athens (Acts 18:5), Paul sent 
Timothy back to the believers in Thessalonica to establish them and to 
encourage them to maintain the faith (1 Thess 3:1-9).  
During Paul's third missionary journey, Timothy was active in the 
evangelizing of Corinth, although he had little success. When news of 
disturbances at Corinth reached Paul at Ephesus, he sent Timothy. The 
mission failed, perhaps because of fear on Timothy's part (1 Cor 16:10-11). 
Paul then sent the more forceful Titus, who was able to calm the situation 
(2 Cor 7). Timothy also appears as a companion of Paul during his 
imprisonment in Rome from where Paul sent Timothy to Philippi to bring 
back word of the congregation that had supported the apostle so faithfully 
over the years. 
Timothy's strongest traits were his sensitivity, affection, and loyalty. Paul 
commends him to the Philippians, for example, as one of proven character, 
faithful to Paul like a son to a father, and without rival in his concern for 
them.  Paul's warnings, however, to "be strong" (2 Tim 2:1) suggests that 
Timothy suffered from fearfulness (1 Cor 16:10-11; 2 Tim 1:7) and perhaps 
youthful lusts (2 Tim 2:22). But in spite of his weaknesses, Paul was closer 
to Timothy than to any other associate. 
The book begins with a warning against false doctrine in the church at 
Ephesus (1:1-11) and a reminder of God's mercy, illustrated by Paul's 
experience of salvation (1:12-20). This is followed by instructions on 
church practices: on prayer (2:1-7), on public worship (2:8-15), and on the 
qualifications of bishops (3:1-7) and deacons (3:8-13). A salute to Christ 
concludes the section (3:14-16).   
Continuing with Timothy's responsibilities, Paul warns that false teachers 
will infiltrate the church (4:1-5). He instructs Timothy on the characteristics 
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of a fit minister of the gospel (4:6-16), as well as his duties toward others 
(5:1-2), widows (5:3-16), elders (5:17-25), and servants (6:1-2). Following 
another warning against false teaching (6:3-10), Paul exhorts Timothy to 
"fight the good fight of faith" (6:11-21).  
This book truly is a handbook for church leaders through the Churchʼs 
history. 
Perhaps the clearest point made from its instructions is that the church 
must have a well-trained, deeply devoted, and highly consecrated ministry.  
Ministers must stay in constant touch with God through prayer and Bible 
study (2:1, 8; 4:6, 12-16).  The pastor must first nourish his own soul in the 
words of faith and good doctrine and then teach the people the essentials 
of the faith (4:6, 11).  Practicing godliness in his own conduct, he must 
bring his congregation to do the same (4:16). 
 
BASIC THEMES IN 1 TIMOTHY- 
The one theme I would like more to concentrate on than any other is the 
issue of “doctrine”, which is mentioned more in both letters to Timothy than 
in any other two or three book combination in the NT.  The Biblical context 
of doctrine should be studied in the light of the truths presented in both 
Timothy letters: 1) that God came to earth in the flesh to redeem 
mankind, and that life and immortality have been brought to light 
through the gospel (1 Tim 3:16; 2 Tim 1:10), and 2) the Church should 
now manifest this in the responsible daily behavior of its members. 
1 Tim 1:9-11 shows that doctrine has to do more with behavior, attitude, 
and conduct than it does with a creed or system of beliefs.  This does not 
deny the practical value of in-depth Scriptural study.  But it is essential to 
understand that Scriptural revelation is not for cerebral pursuit but rather 
for the Word of God to be incarnate in the lives of those who allow its truth 
to set them free from carnal, self-centered living by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  Doctrine is intended for our understanding, that we might see how 
we are called to love one another, to serve in the Spirit of Christ, and to 
reach the lost with grace and truth.  That is why Paul emphasizes that 
“godly edification” and “love from a pure heart” is the essence of pure 
doctrine.  He contests the claims of those whose bookish concerns with 
spiritual perceptions blind them to the practical and ethical demands of vital 
faith in Christ (1 Tim 1:3-7).   
Did you notice that 1 Tim 3 focuses more on the character and conduct of 
spiritual leaders than it does on their intellectual or academic 
achievements? They keep a good conscience (1:19). They are self-
controlled in every respect (3:1-3). They have healthy relationships with 
their families (3:4). They live godly lives (4:8). They are persons of faith 
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(3:13). They are impartial in their judgments (5:17-25). They are free from 
the love of money (3:3; 6:10). They have hearts attuned to holy lives 
(6:11). They have a firm commitment to their callings (6:13-14). 
Clearly, teachers and elders need to be qualified in the Word (1 Tim 4:1-8), 
but the qualifications for bishops, elders and even Pastor Timothy, 
regarding their lifestyle, emphasize attitude, character, and responsibility in 
relationships even ahead of a leaderʼs grasp of the Word (1 Tim 3:1-13; 
4:12-13). 
Here in this book spiritual leaders are to take a serious look at their lives 
and ministries. The apostle calls on us: (1) to keep the gospel of Jesus 
Christ pure and free from any corruption from false teachings that would 
weaken its saving power, (2) to give priority to prayer for those who are in 
places of responsibility, (3) to choose persons for spiritual leadership who 
represent the best that the gospel can produce, (4) to keep our lives under 
discipline, (5) to give attention to all segments of the church family, (6) to 
cultivate a life of contentment, and (7) to be faithful to our calling in Christ 
Jesus regardless of what life may bring. 
 
A POSSIBLE KEY WORD- 
If you think about everything we have said above, especially regarding the 
reason for the writing of the book, my key phrase should not be a surprise: 
LEADERSHIP MANUAL. 
 
KEY VERSE (S) AND CHAPTER- 
My key verse, since it deals with the basic theme is: 1 Tim 3:15.  It is 
obvious that with the increase of the number of the local churches and the 
consequent need of definite revelation concerning questions of order, 
creed, and discipline abounding, instructions applicable to all occasions 
and periods were necessary. At first these problems had been solved by 
the apostles themselves, but with their death, we now have forever Godʼs 
own instruction manual!  In keeping with this, my key chapter is: 1 Tim 3. 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 

 Jesus is God, equal with the Father and proclaims His universal 
sovereignty and eternal nature (1:1-2; 3:16; 6:15-16) 

 Jesus is the source of grace, mercy and peace (1:2, 14) 
 He is the One who strengthens and appoints for ministry (1:12) 
 He is the King, is Lord, and is Savior who gave Himself a ransom for 

all (1:2, 12, 14-17, 5:21; 2:6; 6:3, 14-15) 
 He is the One mediator between God and man (2:5) 
 He rose from the dead (3:16) 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THE BOOK- 
 In 1 Tim 2, the intercession to be made for everyone requires the 

Spiritʼs help (Romans 8:26 & 27) 
 The Spirit warns us (discerning of spirits) and reveals things about 

the future to us for our instruction (words of wisdom) 
 In 1 Tim 4:14 the gift given through prophetic utterance is all dealing 

with the Spiritʼs ministry and the special ability He gives for ministry- 
and all imparted by laying on of hands! 

 
SOME TRUTHS & APPLICATIONS- 
1 Tim 3- Consider the qualifications for leaders in general and note that 
qualities of worldly success and position are absent.  True leadership 
emanates from our walk with God rather than from achievements or 
vocational success.   
1 Tim 3:1-4- Of all the instructions, I want you to focus on how important 
hospitality is.  Be hospitable and generous in it!  Also, if your household is 
not in order, authority lines out of whack with your spouse, and if your 
children are wild and not behaved, you cannot be a leader! 
1 Tim 3:6- Never make a young convert into a leader!  They are prone to 
pride and condemnation that comes when they fall- and this will keep them 
from future ministry the Lord has for them many times. 
1 Tim 5:1- Treat older people with respect!  When you rebuke them, do it 
with fear and trembling and with love.  When rebuking those younger than 
you, do it as you would do it to a sister or brother you love. 
 


