
1 & 2 THESSALONIANS (Teacherʼs Edition) 
FIRST THESSALONIANS 
I. Paul's Personal Reflections on the Thessalonians  1:1--3:13  
    A. Paul's Praise of Their Growth  1  
    B. Paul's Founding of the Church  2:1-16  
    C. Timothy's Strengthening of the Church 2:17--3:13  
        1. Satan Hinders Paul                              2:17-20  
        2. Timothy's Visit                              3:1-5  
        3. Timothy's Encouraging Report           3:6-10  
        4. Paul's Desire to Visit Them           3:11-13  
II. Paul's Instructions to the Thessalonians           4:1--5:28  
    A. Directions for Growth                      4:1-12  
    B. Revelation Concerning the Dead in Christ          4:13-18 
    C. Description of the Day of the Lord           5:1-11  
    D. Instruction for Holy Living                     5:12-22  
    E. Conclusion                                         5:23-28  
 
SECOND THESSALONIANS:  
I. Paul's Encouragement in Persecution  1  
    A. Thanksgiving for Their Growth  1:1-4  
    B. Encouragement in Their Persecution 1:5-10  
    C. Prayer for God's Blessing            1:11-12  
II. Paul's Explanation of the Day of the Lord  2  
    A. The Events Preceding the Day of the Lord  2:1-12 
        1. First a Falling Away                     2:1-3  
        2. The Man of Sin Is Revealed           2:4-5  
        3. The Restrainer Is Taken Out of the Way 2:6-7 
        4. The Second Coming of Christ                    2:8-12  
    B. The Comfort of the Believer on the Day of the Lord 2:13-17 
III. Paul's Exhortation to the Church  3  
    A. Wait Patiently for Christ  3:1-5  
    B. Withdraw from the Disorderly  3:6-15  
    C. Conclusion  3:16-18  
 
AUTHOR & WHEN THE BOOKS WERE WRITTEN- 
The apostle Paul wrote these two letters, which are among the earliest of 
Paul and of the New Testament.  During his brief ministry in Athens, Paul 
was deeply concerned with the state of affairs within the infant church at 
Thessalonica.  He had tried to return twice before, but Satan hindered him 
(2:18).  When he could no longer endure the uncertainty nor conclusively 
plan a visit, he sent Timothy back to the church to investigate its progress 
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(3:1-2).  Timothy brought back a good report.  The Thessalonians were 
thriving and concerned about Paul.  News of their faith in the midst of much 
trouble had spread widely through Macedonia and Achaia, the province to 
the south. Though both parties longed to be united, Paul had more ministry 
in Corinth, so he wrote these letters from Corinth to these he loved so 
much. 
It is possible to date the Thessalonian letters with some precision. Paul 
wrote while Gallio was proconsul (governor of a Roman province) of 
Achaia. We know from an inscription discovered at Delphi that Gallio ruled 
in Corinth from May, A.D. 51, to April, A.D. 52. If Paul spent 18 months in 
Corinth (Acts 18:11), and yet was brought to trial before Gallio (Acts 18:12-
17), he must have arrived in Corinth before Gallio became proconsul. If he 
wrote to the Thessalonians shortly after leaving them, which seems 
probable, the letters would have to be dated in late A.D. 50 or early A.D. 
51. 
 
ABOUT THE BOOKS- 
Paul begins the first epistle by thanking God for the faith, hope, and love of 
the Thessalonians, and marveling that they have become "examples to all 
in Macedonia and Achaia" (chap. 1). Paul recalls his sacrificial labor for the 
gospel (2:1-12), and the suffering the Thessalonians endured (2:13-16). 
Longing to see them again (2:17-3:5), Paul expresses his relief and 
encouragement upon hearing Timothy's report of their well being (3:6-10). 
He prays for their growth in the gospel (3:11-13). 
In chapters four and five Paul addresses three concerns. He reminds his 
converts that in sexual matters a Christian must conduct himself differently 
from a pagan (4:1-8). He adds a reminder to work diligently and thus earn 
the respect of "those who are outside" (non-Christians, 4:9-12). Paul then 
devotes extended consideration to the most pressing questions in 
Thessalonica, the Second Coming of Christ (4:13-5:11). 
The first letter concludes with a number of memorable exhortations and a 
charge to read the epistle "to all the holy brethren" (5:12-28). 
 
Second Thessalonians is both shorter and simpler than 1 Thessalonians. 
Paul follows a nearly identical opening (1:1) with an assurance that when 
Christ returns He will punish those who persecute the Thessalonians 
(chap. 1). Chapter two brings Paul to the purpose of the letter-to clarify and 
expand his teaching on the Second Coming (4:13-5:11). Certain signs will 
precede the return of Christ, in particular, an outbreak of lawlessness, 
followed by the appearance of "the man of sin," or "lawless one" 
(Antichrist), who will escort to their doom those who have no love for the 
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truth (2:1-12). In contrast to those who are perishing, believers can give 
thanks to God for their call to salvation (2:13-17). 
Paul concludes by requesting the prayers of the Thessalonians (3:1-3) and 
encouraging idlers to earn their living rather than live off their neighbors 
(3:6-15). He ends with a benediction in his own hand (3:16-18). 
There are a few things to especially note in his teaching in these two 
awesome letters. 
There were some people that Paul heard were walking in a disorderly 
manner, not working at all.  This work stoppage was based on false 
teaching regarding the Second Coming, underscoring again the need for 
correct doctrine, and proper discipleship.  In the case of the Thessalonians, 
someone had disrupted them by telling them that the day of the Lord had 
already come. This topic is the source of much error that leads to improper 
behavior. 
There is a proper way to look at end time events and the coming of the day 
of our Lord.  That day will not occur until certain events take place.  First, 
there will be a falling away and the Man of Sin (Antichrist, in the letters of 
John) will be revealed- the “son of perdition”.  This person will 
blasphemously call himself God.  He will deceive many, for he will possess 
charismatic powers, including the ability to perform miracles.  The spirit of 
such a figure, the “mystery of lawlessness”, was already at work in Paulʼs 
day.  But a restraining power, not clearly identified, controls the Man of Sin 
to keep him from interfering with Godʼs consummation of the course of 
human events through the return of Christ at the Second Coming.  What is 
really important to note is Paulʼs appeal for them to counter “novel” 
teaching with a return to “tradition”- the tried and true, time tested, fixed 
Christian beliefs passed down to them.  This is great advice to us! 
Also, remember this instruction that is so well brought out in these two 
books: Scripture presents both signs and suddenness as descriptions of 
the Lordʼs return.  This may seem contradictory, but alert Christians 
observe the signs and know the “mystery of lawlessness” is perennial.  
They avoid date setting, leaving the times and seasons in the hands of the 
Lord of history (1 Thess. 5:1).  Yet they live expectantly, knowing that 
whether they live or die they are the Lordʼs (Romans 14:8; 1 Thess. 5:10). 
 
BASIC THEMES IN THE BOOKS- 
So much to discuss! 
Christianity is ever a missionary faith, and its field is the entire world. In 
Thessalonica Paul preached the gospel not as mere words, but as a 
message empowered by the Holy Spirit (1:5-6). Without the Spiritʼs power 
the gospel is just words. It is God the Holy Spirit who convicts those who 
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hear, provides miraculous gifts, does signs and wonders, and enables 
them to respond positively to the gospelʼs appeal. Happy is that church 
today whose name is synonymous with missions and evangelism! 
Paul was a living example of the fact that opposition to the gospel is no 
reason to stop proclaiming it (2:1-2). Instead, having established a church 
in one place, he moved on to do the same elsewhere.  
But evangelism does not eliminate the need of discipleship and pastoring! 
Though the apostle Paul was a missionary with a worldwide vision, he 
never ceased to have a discipling, pastorʼs heart (3:1-8). His body might be 
in Athens or Corinth, but his heart remained in Thessalonica. He got to the 
point where he “could stand it no longer” and “sent to find out about your 
faith” (3:5). He constantly prayed for the church (3:10).  
 
Another theme deals with the promise of the Second Coming as 
established by our Saviorʼs own words: “I will come again and receive you 
to Myself” (John 14:3).  By both parable and precept, Jesus made it clear 
that the kingdom of God would have both a present and future expression.  
He taught that what began with His ministry would expand through His 
church and consummate at His return.   
These two great letters are filled with balancing insights concerning His 
coming.  These truths will help us all keep in delicate balance needed to 
deal with two great facts: 1) Jesus has come.  2) Jesus will come.  
Jesus will eventually rule globally and finally restore national Israel.  All 
eight chapters of these two combined books help understand this Second 
Coming and other climactic expressions about the kingdom as it relates to 
people and the earth. 
These truths help awaken people to the urgency of deciding for Christ and 
prepare people to avoid the wrath of eventual judgment (1 Thess. 1:9-10).   
These truths should stir the hearts of spiritual leaders who serve and teach 
those under them in order to present them with joy to Christ at His coming 
(1 Thess. 2:19-20).  To receive the balanced truth of these books, we 
discover that “tribulation” is not avoided by faith, but gone through in victory 
by faith.  The truths about the end that we learn also comfort those who 
have lost loved ones because of the assurance that they shall be reunited 
at Christʼs return (4:13-18).  One of the great things we derive from the 
teaching is that we will be delivered from the era of Godʼs wrath on the 
earth and His Spirit will preserve us until Jesusʼ coming (5:9-10, 23).  We 
also see that Jesusʼ Second Coming will be attended by judgment upon the 
disobedient of the earth (2 Thess. 1:6-10).  Ultimately, the truths we learn 
of the end call us to wait in patience and to remain unwearied in service as 
we anticipate Jesusʼ return (2 Thess. 3:5, 13). 
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Perhaps one of the most important themes I would like all of us to see in 
these books is the revelation of God the Father.   
In 1 Thess., God the Father (1:1, 3; 3:11, 13) is the source of wrath and 
displeasure (2:15-16) to those who oppose Him, but for those who serve 
Him He is the recipient of thanks (1:2; 2:13; 3:9) and the origin of salvation 
(5:9), courage (2:2), peace (5:23), and approval (2:4).  God raised Jesus 
from the dead and will raise the dead who trusted Him (1:10; 4:14).  He is 
the living and genuine God, the opposite of idols (1:9), and the 
incontestable witness (2:5).  The Fatherʼs will relates to moral purity (4:3, 
7), as well as to continual thanksgiving (5:18).  God the Father is the 
source and end of all that pertains to natural and spiritual life! 
 
2 Thessalonians adds that He, God our Father, is the source of grace 
(1:12) and love (3:5), and the object of thanks (1:3; 2:13).  He has chosen 
those in His kingdom and makes them worthy of His saving call (2:13; 1:5, 
11), but He also repays evildoers (1:6) and allows delusion to those who 
despise the truth (2:11) and who do not know Him (1:8).  The churches are 
His (1:4) and they rest in Him (1:1).  
 
POSSIBLE KEY WORDS- 
Both books deal with the same central theme, but from different angles 
giving us two different key phrases.  For 1 Thess, my key phrase is: 
HOLINESS IN LIGHT OF CHRISTʼS RETURN.  For 2 Thess, my key 
phrase is: UNDERSTANDING CHRISTʼS RETURN. 
 
KEY VERSES AND CHAPTERS- 
My key verses and chapters for these books flow with the central theme 
and the unique emphasis on that theme for each book, as revealed in my 
key words.  In 1 Thess, my key verse is: 1 Thess 3:12-13.  My key 
chapter is 1 Thess 4 because it includes the concept of holiness in light of 
the return of Christ and the fact that those dead in Christ shall rise first and 
we who are living in holiness shall join them in the clouds. 
Again, in light of its unique emphasis, my key verse in 2 Thess is: 2 Thess 
2:1-3.  My key chapter is 2 Thess 2 since it was specifically written to 
combat erroneous teaching. 
 
JESUS REVEALED IN THESE BOOKS- 

 Jesus is the Son of God whose death and resurrection provide an 
example for those who suffer now but will, like He was, be raised in 
the future (1 Thess 1:6, 10; 2:14-15) 

 From Christ comes grace (1 Thess 5:28) 
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 He is the coming King, conquering death, whose soon coming gives 
us comfort and joy (1 Thess 1:10; 4:17-18; 5:11; 2:19-20) 

 The Second Coming is His day (1 Thess 5:2) 
 He is coequal with God, because Father and Son together are the 

source of grace and peace (1:2, 12; 3:16, 18), comfort and stability 
(2:16-17), and love and patience (3:5) 

 Jesus will subdue the Man of Sin at the moment of His return (2:8) 
and take vengeance on those who donʼt know God and are 
disobedient 

 
THE HOLY SPIRIT REVEALED IN THESE BOOKS- 

 The Holy Spirit is given by God (1 Thess 4:8) 
 The Spirit inspires joy amid affliction (1 Thess 1:6) 
 When the gospel goes forth it goes not just with the Word, but the 

power of the Spirit and His gifts, as well as inner assurance (1 Thess 
1:5) 

 We are not to put out the fire of the Spirit or reject the manifestation 
of the gift of prophecy (1 Thess 5:19-21) 

 Salvation itself is through the sanctifying work of the Spirit (2 Thess 
2:13) 

 
SOME TRUTHS AND APPLICATIONS- 
1) 1 Thess 2:4-6- Leaders, we have been endorsed by God to minister so 
seek to please God not people!  Never employ flattery, but speak 
forthrightly and honestly.  Look only to God for praise. 
2) 1 Thess 3:9-10- Ministry is about people and loving them, not treating 
them like objects.  Be faithful to pray for other believers and congregations. 
3) 2 Thess 3:6-15- Work diligently and pay your bills.  Never encourage 
idleness by supporting those who will not work.   
4) 2 Thess 3: 1, 2- Make it your regular practice to pray for the evangelistic 
outreach of fellow believers and ministries and that they will be protected 
from opposition that would harm them. 


