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Where does the money go? 

Giving & Tithing 
“One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds, but comes to poverty.  

A generous man prospers; he who refreshes others will be refreshed himself.”  
Proverbs 11:23, 24 

“All the church wants is my money!  
I’ll never go back there again!” 

How sad that this is in the heart of so 
many non-churched people.  They are missing 
out on the growth and blessings they can have by 
sincere, encouraging Christian fellowship!  And 
they are doing so for a very bad reason! 

Isn’t it interesting that you never see a person 
leave a grocery store, sporting event, or liquor 
store shouting, “I’m never coming here again- all 
you ever want is my money!”  And what is 
funniest of all is those places all require giving- in 
the church it is voluntary!   

Really, what other institution on this planet 
offers full access to all the services it renders for 
free- being sustained by the goodwill, voluntary 
giving of people?  None!  Try walking out of a 
place of business with merchandise you didn’t 
pay for and see what happens.  And yet people 
receive salvation, help for their family, food 
when they don’t have it, even job-training skills- 
from the church!  And nothing is required except 
a sincere heart to change! 

God really loves a cheerful giver! 
-  2 Corinthians 9:7 

To pastors’ salary 

God’s Word tells us it is our job 
to care for those who minister & 
to provide for them & their 
families that they might not have 
to worry (1 Timothy 5:17, 18) 

For physical church needs 

This means paying the bills for 
the facility and its expansion are 
paid, as well as for Biblical 
materials & online studies, for 
promotion and advertizing, etc.  

To hurting, lost souls 

The church is a family caring for 
the needs of the world.  These 
include: food & help for the poor, 
missions outreach, and care for 
the elderly, young, and homeless 

S T U D Y  6  

We pay for the things we love.  Jesus said it this 
way: “Where your treasure is, there also will be 
your heart (Luke 12:34).”  For a Christian, their 
heart is with Jesus, their families, the church (the 
people of God) and those who don’t know Christ.  
Because of this and what the Bible teaches, 
believers have different views, priorities and uses 
for their money. 

Did you know the Bible says that money was 
God’s idea and that God is behind prospering 
you?  Indeed, the Bible states in Deuteronomy 8:18 
that God gives you the power to make wealth.  
Why?  To confirm His promises to you!  The Bible 
even goes so far as to say that He is planning to 
prosper you and will help you never to fail 
(Jeremiah 29:11).  This is all in the context of your 
faithful, prayerful relationship with Him. 

A NEW WAY TO LOOK AT MONEY 
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Giving is the thermometer of love! 
Every gift which is given, even though it may be small, is great 

when given with affection in the name of our Savior… 

Give and spend and God will send! 

In order to understand ‘God prosperity’ and then how to use this prosperity, we need to see finances 
from God’s point of view.   

As we learned in a previous study, the vehicle by which God changes the earth is the church.  We 
learned that the church, though a spiritual body, has a corporate structure that exists to pool resources 
together to train and send people into the world that others might experience salvation.  Regarding this, 
Jesus told an amazing parable about an unscrupulous manager who abused his boss’ trust (Luke 16:1-
15).  Together with 1 John 2:15-17, 1 Timothy 6:10-11, James 1:17 & Psalm 50:12, we learn: 

1. Everything we have came from and belongs to God- all of our money, possessions, family 
members, pets- anything we see as good is His! 

2. God requires us to be good managers of all He has given us- especially our money! 

3. We will stand before God and give an accounting to Him of our use of His blessings 

4. There is one primary purpose for money: to 
gain influence in this world & with others for 
the purpose of people coming to Christ and 
being saved from their sins.  Everything we do 
with our money should revolve around that 
principle. 

5. To love money for itself, for its power, or merely 
for the sake of gaining more of it- is sin! 

6. Our minds should be focused on Jesus, and what He 
wants of us daily, not on making a living (see 
Matthew 6:25-34).  God promises to take care of 
you! 

With everything we have learned so far, this statement 
should make sense: our finances should either go 
directly to people through personal acts of generosity or 
ministry, or it should go to the church to be pooled 
with other money for corporate acts of generosity and 
ministry, so that people can be saved from sin!  No 
wonder God desires to prosper us: He desires to 
advance His kingdom in the hearts of people so He 
blesses you and you, in turn, bless those around you! 

He, who gives what 
he would as readily 
throw away, gives 
without generosity. 

The essence of 
generosity is in self-

sacrifice. 
 

Not he who has 
much is rich, but he 

who gives much. 
 

We are never more 
like God than when 

we give. 
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God’s arithmetic: love, joy, peace, and money 
multiply when you divide them with others 

Consider this for a moment: “Give, and it shall be given to you” & “If you sow sparingly, you will reap 
sparingly; if you sow generously, you will reap generously” (Luke 6:38 & @ Corinthians 9:6).  You can 
expect that God will provide you with regular opportunities for generosity, at church and in everyday life.  
He does this that you might give, because your giving actually releases His blessing to you.  It is like an 
investment.  When you put money in, it grows and returns money back to you.  Without your investment 
(giving) there is no return! 

AND NOW…TITHING 

Having discussed giving in general, we need to finish our study with a topic many misunderstand- tithing.  
It is amazing how even non church-going people have heard this word.  But do you know what it means 
and why it matters? 

Tithing speaks of the practice of giving a tenth of one’s income or property to God.  The custom of tithing 
is a timeless practice established as a part of believing worship.  The first recorded instance Biblically is 
Genesis 14:17-20.  The practice of tithing was a part of the Law of Moses (Leviticus 27:20) and we also 
see it active in Biblical person Jacob’s life, quite apart from the law (Genesis 28:22). 

The Law of Moses prescribed tithing in very detailed ways that extended in the practices of God’s people 
throughout their history.  The book of Malachi even indicated that God’s people had robbed Him in 
withholding their tithes & offerings- and they were encouraged to bring the tithe and their offerings back 
to His house in order to enjoy His blessing (Malachi 3:8-12).  The Old Testament also asserts the promise 
of God’s abundance and deliverance as related to believer’s obedience with the tithe. 

However, God does not make a legal demand, declaring if we don’t tithe we won’t go to heaven!  There 
is, instead, a principle of tithing and giving that God has wrapped up in the very nature of creation.  Just 
as the law of gravity manifests predictable responses in the physical world, so does giving or its absence in 
the spiritual.  When we learn to let go, to give, to release, room is made for life and abundance to flow in our 
lives according to God’s order! 

Even though the Bible clearly reveals tithing as a divinely ordered financial discipline with the wonderful 
promises of God attached, many think it is only an Old Testament thing without meaning for the New 
Testament believer.  This is wrong! 

The New Testament shows tithing as being appropriate today as for believers during all history!  This is 

Is tithing the only giving you do at church? 
No it isn’t. 

Tithing is what you should begin with as a good manager of God’s blessings in your life!   
There are many ‘offerings’ churches receive for various projects and outreaches.  Pray, and God will 
always lead you to the right one to be involved with.  Remember: Since God uses your giving as the 

means through which He prospers you, here is a great motto to live by:  
“NEVER RESIST A GENEROUS IMPULSE!” 
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The one who does good to another, does good to 
himself 

You can’t out-give God! 

not law; it is grace and freedom! 

Jesus addressed this issue with the Pharisees (read Matthew 23 & Luke 
11) and in dealing with a number of issues, makes a statement that tells us 
that things like mercy, justice, faith and tithing ought to be done.  Jesus, 
God come to earth, says mercy, justice and tithing ought to be done!  
Well, we ought to do them!  If Jesus Himself affirms this practice, so 
should we! 

Tithing may have begun in the Old Testament, but its spirit, truth, and 
practice continue today.  God’s Word underscores it as ours to believe, 
rejoice in, worship Him with, and be rewarded by! 

Never forget, as we close this study: as believers, we are also to be 
generous in sharing our material possession with the poor and in our 
offerings for the support of Christian ministry around the world.  Jesus 
Himself is our model for giving.  Giving is always to be voluntary, 
willing, cheerful and given in the light of our accountability to God. 

Our giving should never be haphazard, but systematic, with careful 
thought, and by no means limited to a tithe of our income.  Always 
remember to recognize that all you possess comes from God.  You are 
called to be a faithful manager- so start today!  (Romans 14:12, 1 
Corinthians 9:3-14, 16:1-3, 2 Corinthians 8, 9) 

Most believers give 10% of whatever they receive 
as a financial blessing to the church they join. 

How does tithing work? 



 

 

 

SEE WHAT YOU KNOW! 
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

OF WHAT YOU LEARNED… 

ABOUT GIVING & 
TITHING 

GIVING & TITHING STUDY SIX 

1. The church is a __________ body and it has a _____________ structure to manage resources 
of all types. 

 
 
 

2. Read Luke 16:1-15.  Put yourself in the position of the two main characters.  How do you 
think the ‘rich man’ (God) in the story felt?  What were the manager’s thoughts, in your 
opinion?  What were his excuses?  What similarities/differences do you see between 
yourself and the manager regarding finances?  

 
 
 
 

3. What is the primary purpose for money?  How does this differ from what you have 
learned?  How does this affect you? 

 
 
 
 

4. What does Matthew 6:33 say about living for money?  How should we live? 
 
 
 
 

5. Malachi 3:8-12 gives the promise that comes with tithing.  Rewrite this text in your own 
words and memorize it.  Begin to practice tithing with your next financial blessing.   

 
 
 
 
 
Did you know: secular financial experts all agree that consistent giving is a backbone to a 
prosperous life!  


