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What do the terms all mean Biblically anyway? 

the 

Church & Fellowship 
“Now you are the body of Christ, and each of you is part of it.” – 1 Corinthians 12:26 

“If we walk in the light…we have fellowship with one another.” – 1 John 1:7 

Many today say, “Mankind made up 
organized religion. I don’t need 
church!  I can serve God on my own!” 

Nothing could be further from the truth!  Did 
you know the Bible tells us plainly that we are 
not only born-again into a relationship with 
Christ, but that we are now a part of His Body, 
(meaning church), and that we are all therefore 
connected to each other and need each other 
(Romans 12:4, 5; Ephesians 5:30; Colossians 
1:18; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27)?  In fact, the Bible 
specifically warns you against neglecting meeting 
together with other believers (church attendance) 
in Hebrews 10:25! 

In this study, we look at what the Bible says 
about church and fellowship, two terms that you 
will see are very important to your continued 
growth in Christ. 

References to church in several places in the 
New Testament refer to all believers everywhere 
in all ages who follow Christ without regard to 
locality or time (Ephesians 1:22, 3:10-21, 5:23-
32).  But most of the New Testament emphasis 

A church is a hospital for 
sinners, not a museum for saints 

Church means: 

The gathering of those saved by 
Jesus, united by their love for 
Him, wherever they may be 
meeting together in the world... 

Fellowship means: 

The deep, intimate sharing, unity 
and partnership of those who 
love Jesus- one that is brought 
about by the working of the Holy 
Spirit in human hearts… 

Did you know? 

The church is a family you are a 
part of around the world- you 
have brothers and sisters in every 
country because it is in all 
nations, some of them secretly! 
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on church is on the idea of the local church or 
congregation.  Perhaps this is because God puts so 
much emphasis on our keeping good company that 
will help us continue on our faith and avoiding bad 
relationships that can hurt our character (Psalm 
14:5, 1 Corinthians 15:33). 

The church today, what we do and how we do it, is 
based on what we have learned from the Bible.  
You can expect from your church (as you join) 
what you read below. 

After His resurrection, Jesus gave all those who 
were born-again (i.e., disciples) a commission to go 
and rescue all humanity from sin by helping them 
to be saved (this process is known as evangelism).  
In the Book of Acts, we see how those early 
believers did it and use this in our practice.  They 
gathered together in church where: 

• They prayed and received supernatural 
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Churchgoers! 
…are like coals in a fire.  When they cling 

together, they keep the flame aglow; when they 
separate they die out. 

Church means fellowship… 

…fellowship means living, 
laughing, and learning about 
Jesus… 

…together in church, at work, at 
play, and with all ages. 

power.  We model this in our corporate 
prayer gatherings. 

• They sent believers out with finances and 
Biblical materials.  You can expect to see 
benevolence ministry, a number of Bible 
training venues and a Bible bookstore. 

• They planted new churches and gathered new 
believers locally, but also taking them to 
experience the church in other parts of the 
world.  This we do through our missions 
programs, which all can be involved in. 

• They returned regularly to their home church 
to give reports about what happened on their 
spiritual journeys.  That is why we have 
special speakers on a regular basis. 

Isn’t this awesome and exciting!? 

In those early days, they met in temples, synagogues, 
outdoor amphitheaters, schools, and private homes.  
That is why there are so many innovative places we 
meet at today!  And though they met on different 
days, eventually Sunday became the time of their 
main gatherings (1 Corinthians 16:2), which explains 
our present weekly church schedule. 

Persons were admitted to the local congregation only 
upon putting their trust in Jesus as Savior (Acts 2:37-
42), openly confessing this (Romans 10:9-13), and 
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The only basis for real fellowship with God and 
man is to live out in the open with both 

being baptized (Acts 10:44-48).  Joining the church made one a full participating member in it, for when 
Christ accepted the person, the congregation did also, even though members might be aware of 
weaknesses (Romans 14:1-4).  We do the same- you are a part of our family- and became that when you 
were saved and joined us to follow Jesus together! 

What the early church did and experienced, you can expect in the church today: 

• They heard Bible teaching/preaching and worshipped and sang songs, hymns and spiritual songs 
(Acts 2:42; Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 5:19) 

• They saw God move miraculously in church, were used in supernatural gifts, and saw miraculous 
healings (Acts 2:43; 1 Corinthians 12 & 14) 

• They fellowshipped deeply- they ate and prayed together, they shared and took care of each other’s 
needs, they taught, corrected and encouraged each other, and they visited each other’s homes (Acts 
2:42-47, etc.) 

Even more importantly for us today, church members were called upon to demonstrate Jesus’ power to 
save in their own lives by the way they conducted themselves toward their fellow believers and the world 
around them.  You might say the church is a lab of Christ’s love in which we adopt and practice the new 
lifestyle Jesus commands of us.  We forgive each other, love each other, and serve each other- as Christ 
did for us.  What is more, we recognize that God has made each person a minister with unique gifts for 
service- and the church helps each one to discover and fully use those gifts (Romans 12:1-13:7; Ephesians 
4:17-24). 

The church’s motto: The gifts each one has must operate in the spirit of those gifts, which is love. 

These are the things we try to model in church and the Bible says you need to become a part of.  The Bible 
tells us rightly that the church is ‘the pillar and support of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15).  It is only by 
gathering together, hearing and learning the Bible, and sharing our thoughts & ourselves honestly that we 
can make sure we are in the truth and living it.  We need other’s help to stay on the straight and narrow 
way that leads to life (Matthew 7:13, 14).  Are things perfect?  No! Only Jesus was perfect!  But when 
imperfect Christians come together with honest hearts, the right attitude and a desire to serve Jesus fully, 
we can expect God’s grace to help us forgive and serve each other, loving each other in spite of our 
imperfections! 

Why is the church ‘organized’? 
Hopefully you have learned some from our lesson, but this should help as well: 

The church is a spiritual Body- it prays, lives by faith, obeys and lives out what the Bible teaches and 
experiences supernatural things from God.  But in order to interface with the world it needs a 

corporate structure.  This structure helps pool resources of men, material and money accountably, and 
in a way that honors Christ.  We accomplish far more when we pool our resources together than when 

we try to do things on our own!  See Acts 13 & 15, 2 Corinthians 8:16-21. 
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Be united with other Christians. A wall with loose bricks 
isn’t good.  The bricks need to be cemented together. 

Things to look for in a church 
Solid doctrine: the Bible is the Word of God, Jesus is 

God & the only Savior, etc., plus: altar calls are given... 
Ministries for the whole family: age-appropriate Bible 

education with activities that are not just games…  
Sincere Fellowship: the people are helpful & friendly, 

the pastors approachable, willing to answer questions 

Things you can expect 
All kinds of people from every walk of life, some 

sincere, some not, some vital in their walk, some not- 
since a church is a spiritual ‘hospital’, never be 
surprised to find that some are not healthy. People are 
on a personal pilgrimage, some farther along than 
others.  You will find the great among the growing! 

Things you will see 
People worshiping Jesus- with their voices and bodies 

(hands lifted, kneeling, sitting, dancing, etc.)…            
Altar calls and people praying for one another… 
People praying in tongues & the other supernatural 

gifts mentioned in the Bible (1 Corinthians 12-14)…    

Testimonies of praise to Jesus for answers to prayer 

Things you need to do 
Make an appointment with a pastor to find out the 

church’s vision statement, to ask Bible questions, etc.  
Enroll in any Bible education offered and discover the 

God-given gifts you possess to help others…                
Become a member (ask how- there is an easy process) 

Join a Bible ‘small group’ & express your gifts 



 

 

 

SEE WHAT YOU KNOW! 
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

OF WHAT YOU LEARNED… 

ABOUT CHURCH & 
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1. Why is the church considered the actual ‘Body of Christ’?  (See 1 Corinthians 12:22-27) 
 
 
 
 

2. Why is it important to meet together as believers? 
 
 
 
 

3. In your opinion, what does the Bible mean when it calls the church the ‘pillar and support 
of the truth’? 

 
 
 
 

4. What is the requirement for membership in the Body of Christ? 
 
 
 
 

5. You will find a list of the things Biblical churches do on page 2 of this study.  Briefly list 
them out. 

 
 
 
 

6. Have you made an appointment to meet with a pastor at the church yet?  Have you 
discovered what the membership process is and have you made plans on becoming a 
member?  When? 


